
Identity Theft: Who Do You Think You Are? 

Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 

 

Before and After (I) 

Sin in 3D (Ephesians 2:1-3) 

 

Dead 

“And you were dead in your trespasses and sins in which you formerly walked…” 

 

 

 

 

Dominated 

“…according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the 
spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in 
the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind…” 

 

 

 

 

Doomed 

“…and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.” 

 

 

 

 

 



For further thought and discussion:  

Getting Started 

1. What did you learn from this week’s sermon that was helpful? Disturbing?  Was there 
anything you didn’t understand? 

 

Going Deeper 

2. Please read Ephesians 2:1-3.  What do you think Paul means by “dead” in vs. 1?  How 
is it possible for the Ephesians to have been dead but to Among them we too all 
formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind...” be alive now?  What did this kind of death feel like to you when you 
were dead?  Why were we dead? 

3. In vs. 2-3, Paul describes our three great enemies which keep us enslaved to sin: the 
world, the devil, and the flesh.  How would you define each?  How does each allow sin to 
dominate us before we come to know Christ?  How do you now see each influencing you 
before Christ saved you? 

4. According to vs. 3, why were we doomed before Christ saved us?  Why couldn’t we save 
ourselves? 

5. If vs. 1-3 is the bad news, how would you define the problem of every human being?  
Why are human solutions inadequate?  How is Christ alone adequate to save us? Why 
is understanding the bad news essential before we’ll accept the good news?   

6. How does this passage help you in sharing the good news with others? 

Application: 

What is one thing you have learned from this passage which you will apply this week?  How do 
you intend to apply it? 


