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What a Real Christian Looks Like (IV) 
 
The Test of Persistence 
“Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have 
appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all 
are not of us.  But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.  I have not written to you because 
you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie is of the truth.  Who is the liar but the 
one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son.  
Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also.”  (1 John 
2:18-23) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How to Persist 
“As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides 
in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal 
life.  These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you.  As for you, the anointing 
which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing 
teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him. 
Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from 
Him in shame at His coming. If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices 
righteousness is born of Him.”  (1 John 2:24-29) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For further thought and discussion:  
 
Getting Started 
1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?  
2.  Have you ever known someone who you thought was a believer but who subsequently walked away 
from the faith?  What do you think happened?  Do you think you could ever walk away from Christ?  Why 
or why not? 
Going Deeper 
3. Please read 1 John 2:18-23.   Why does John say it is the “last hour?”  Do you think he was mistaken 

about when Christ would return?  What’s the connection between antichrist and the last hour? (Mark 
13:22, 1 Tim 3:1, 2 Peter 3:3, Jude 1:17-18)  Why do you think John reminds the Christians about the 
times in which they are living?  Who or what is antichrist? Obviously some people have recently left 
the church.  Why would this be upsetting to the Christians?  Why does John say these folks left?  
What contrasts does John make between those who have stayed and those who have left?  What 
according to vs. 18-23 marks the difference between the true and false believer?  What’s the 
difference between the backsliding believer and the apostate?  Do you think the people who left lost 
their faith or never had saving faith to begin with?  Why?  Note Jesus’ parables of the soils and of the 
wheat and the tares. (Matt. 13:1-9, 18-23, 24-30 and 36-43)  Go back to question 2.  Do these 
passages confirm or change the way you answered these questions?  Why? 

4.  Please read 1 John 2:24-29.  What does John means by “abide?”  How according to John do we 
abide? (note John 8:31-32)  What is the relationship between “what we have heard” and our 
relationship with Jesus?  Why do you think John emphasizes the Spirit’s ability to teach us and the 
fact we need no one else to teach us to these particular Christians?  What does abiding in Christ 
mean to you practically?  How do you do it?  Why abide?     

 
Application:  

What is one thing you learned from this week’s passages that you will apply to your life? 
 


