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When I played rugby, I noticed one of the guys on our team go from being easy-going and friendly to tense and 
combative over a couple of weeks. We were walking to the parking lot together one evening and I asked him what 
was going on.  He said, “I’m miserable. I fell in love with a woman a few months ago and left my wife for her.  
But now that I know her better, I realize what I really want is my wife and she wants nothing to do with me – and 
it’s driving me crazy.” He stopped and shook his head and said, “I just don’t understand how this happened to me.” 
Unfortunately, I’ve had that same conversation many times; people blundering into situations which look good on 
the front end but which end disastrously.  Everybody has a bunch of “if I knew then what I know now” stories, 
because we are often blind to the consequences of our choices and to what is driving those choices; blind to our 
own sins and blind to our need for God’s help. This morning as we continue looking at the seven miracles in the 
gospel of John, we’re going to see that only Jesus can give blind people sight. Only Jesus can enable us to live in 
reality. Unlike the other gospel writers, John included only 7 of Jesus’ miracles which John calls signs because each 
is a picture of who Jesus is, what He can do for us which no one else can do and why we can trust Him.  This 
morning we’ll look at the sixth of these seven signs, the healing of a man born blind; and as we’ve done with the 
previous 5 signs, we’ll look at three questions; 1. What is the sign? 2. What does the sign tell us about Jesus? 3. 
What does the sign tell us about ourselves. 
 
First, what is this sign? “As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. [2] And His disciples asked Him, "Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?"  As Jesus and His disciples walk passed a man 
born blind, the disciples ask Jesus a theological question, “Was this guy born blind to punish his parents or because 
of some future sin he would commit?” The disciples are like Job’s friends. When Job loses his family, his 
possessions and his health, his three friends all give him the same advice. “Repent, because these things don’t 
happen to good people. What did you do to bring all this on yourself?”  It seems cruel to suggest that congenital 
blindness could be due to a helpless baby’s sin, yet that’s how the disciples view God.  Notice Jesus’ answer to 
their question. [3] Jesus answered, "It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the 
works of God might be displayed in him. [4] We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night 
is coming when no one can work. [5] While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world." Jesus says that the man’s 
blindness has nothing to do with anybody’s sin.  This man was born blind so God’s great power can be seen. This 
doesn’t mean that God deliberately caused a baby to born blind so that Jesus could heal him.  It means that as He 
does throughout the Bible, God overrules a natural disaster to manifest His great glory and goodness so that this 
man and others will turn to Jesus as the true Light of the world.  That’s why Jesus says, “We must work the works 
of Him who sent me as long as it is day; (as long as He’s in the world) night is coming (His crucifixion) when no one 
can work.”  This man’s blindness gives Jesus an opportunity to reveal who He really is so that both this man and 
others will believe in Him and receive eternal life.  If you asked this man if he would rather have been able to see 
from birth and never have met Jesus, or be blind from birth and have Jesus, I believe he would choose to have 
things work out just as they did. [6] When He had said this, He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, 
and applied the clay to his eyes, [7] and said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is translated, Sent). So 
he went away and washed, and came back seeing.”  Each time Jesus heals is unique. Sometimes He just says, “Be 
healed.”  Other times - like here - He does something else.  He deals with each person as an individual and that’s 
the way He deals with us.  When Jesus heals, He always looks for faith, either from the person who’s healed or 
from somebody else.  In this case, He puts clay on the man’s eyes and then tells him to go wash it off at the pool 
of Siloam on the south side of the temple. The man with mud on his face has a choice. Trust Jesus, find the pool 
and wash off the clay or get mad at Jesus for putting mud on his face. The blind man believes, finds the pool 
probably feeling his way there; washes his face and comes back seeing; which means Jesus performed two 
miracles.  He healed both the man’s eyes and his mind. Today there are cornea transplants available which can 



give people born blind the functional use of their eyes yet success is rare, because not only do the eyes need to see 
but the brain needs to be able to process that information; an ability which has to be acquired at the beginning of 
life.  So there had to be two healings here: healing the man’s eyes and healing the man’s brain to make it capable 
of receiving the new messages the eyes are sending.  The man returns to his old neighborhood and his neighbors 
don’t know what to do with him. [8] Therefore the neighbors, and those who previously saw him as a beggar, were 
saying, "Is not this the one who used to sit and beg?" [9] Others were saying, "This is he," still others were saying, 
"No, but he is like him." He kept saying, "I am the one." [10] So they were saying to him, "How then were your eyes 
opened?" [11] He answered, "The man who is called Jesus made clay, and anointed my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to 
Siloam and wash'; so I went away and washed, and I received sight." [12] They said to him, "Where is He?" He said, 
"I do not know."  When the man finally convinces his neighbors that it’s really him, their natural question, what 
happened?  He answers, Jesus - even though he still hasn’t seen Jesus and has no idea of where He is.   
 
What does this sign reveal about Jesus?  Jesus tells us what it means in vs. 5, “While I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world.” Then Jesus promptly heals a man who has lived in darkness his entire life – proving that He is 
the Light of the world. So what does that mean? Life is impossible without light. That’s why the first thing God 
created was light. If there was no light for this planet, there could be no life.  If the sun - the physical source of 
light and energy for earth - was to suddenly cease to exist, how long do you suppose we would last?  So when 
Jesus says, “I am the light of the world,” He’s saying “I am the source of life.” That’s why John writes in John 1:4, 
“In Him was life and the life was the light of men.” He is our life and anything apart from Him is darkness and 
death. Second, light reveals. Light shows us reality and that’s what only Jesus can do.  The Bible says that apart 
from Jesus, we walk in darkness – just like the man born blind. We’re blind to reality and that blindness is at the 
root of all our problems because we don’t know that we’re blind. We think that we can see, that we understand 
life and why things happen the way they do. Proverbs says, “All the ways of a man are right in his own sight.” 
When we studied the strange tales of the Old Testament book of Judges last year, we learned that all Israel’s 
problems came down to the fact that they did what was right in their own eyes rather than what was right in God’s 
eyes.  But the Bible says that we’re blind to the depths of our sin and how sin affects our decisions and that’s why 
life doesn’t work, why we keep bumping into the things and making the same mistakes over and over. That’s why 
Jesus says in John 3:19-21, "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the 
darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not 
come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that 
his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God." Salvation is pictured in the Scriptures as coming into 
the light, having our eyes opened, “I once was blind but now I see.” What do we see?  We see the truth about 
Jesus and about ourselves.  Light reveals and that’s why according to Jesus, many people resist coming to the 
light.  Men love the darkness rather than the light for their deeds are evil.  I resisted coming to Christ for years 
because I knew if I did, I would have to give up my immoral lifestyle.  My biggest problem with Christianity wasn’t 
intellectual – although I had a lot of intellectual arguments with Christians. My problem was moral.  I loved doing 
evil and as long as I stayed in the dark, I didn’t have to face the evil of what I was doing.  I could think of myself of 
a good man because I was a pleasant, responsible fellow and was living pretty much like everybody else.  It was 
only when I got too close to the light that I became uncomfortable because the light exposes what’s really there.  
So why does anyone come to the light? Jesus tells us, “But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that 
his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God." We expect Jesus to say, “He who practices 
righteousness comes to the light.”  Only good people come to the light because they aren’t afraid of being 
exposed.  Except the Bible says that there are no good people, everybody sins and everybody is afraid of being 
exposed. Jesus says that those who practice the truth come to the light.  Those who must know the truth about 
Jesus and about themselves; who know that living in reality is the only way to know peace and contentment, who 
know they are blind and that only Jesus can give them light. What does this sign reveal about Jesus?  He is the 
Lord of reality.  He alone can show us the truth about God and about us.  That’s why many people reject Him. 
We don’t like to be corrected. We don’t want anybody telling us that we’re not perfect. Who comes to the light? 
Only those who know they’re blind, who know that peace and happiness in life depends upon living in reality and 
who know we need Jesus to give us sight.   
 

What does this sign tell us about ourselves?  We’re just like the man born blind. In addition to the physically blind 



man, there are three groups of spiritually blind people in this chapter; Jesus’ disciples, the Pharisees who 
interrogate this man about how Jesus healed him; and another group of Pharisees who are following Jesus around.  
The disciples are blinded by Moral Pride, one group of Pharisees by Religious Pride and the other group of 
Pharisees by Intellectual Pride; the very same things which blind us.  Moral pride is the confidence that I’m one of 
the good people and deserve God’s blessing and approval – which we see in Jesus’ disciples. Remember their 
question - "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?"  Like many moral people, 
the disciples assumed that bad things happen to bad people and good things happen to good people and when 
they see a man born blind, the only explanation is that either his parents sinned and God punished them by giving 
them a blind baby or God knew that this man would sin and punished him in advance. Their moral pride blinds 
them to the needs of this man; to their own precarious situation and to who God really is. Instead of asking Jesus 
to heal this poor man, they want to discuss theology. In their minds, this man deserves what he got. That’s why all 
over the world, morally proud people are often unmoved by the suffering of people around them; why for example 
a holy man in India can watch children starving to death and do nothing.  It’s just karma. We reap what we sow.  
If bad things happen to you, it’s because you deserve for them to happen. And the disciples’ moral pride blinds 
them to their situation. They assume that since they weren’t born blind, they are good people. When things go 
badly for others, we assume they’re getting what they deserve and when things go well for us, we tend to take the 
credit.  “I must be living right.” Jesus corrects this notion in Luke 13 when people report to Him how a group of 
Galilean pilgrims were recently massacred by Roman troops. But Jesus replies “Don’t think those Galileans were 
worse sinners than you.  Unless you repent, you will likewise perish.  And don’t think that the 18 people who 
died recently when the tower collapsed on them were worse sinners than you.  Unless you repent, you will 
likewise perish.”  Jesus says that when bad things happen to others, it should be a wakeup call for us because we 
are no different than they. Our life is just as precarious as theirs and we need to repent and turn to God while we 
can. Thinking that nothing bad will happen to me because I’m a good person is being blind to our own sin.  Most 
importantly, the moral pride of the disciples blind them to the nature of God. What kind of God would punish 
parents by giving them a blind child? That’s why Jesus rejects the disciples’ premise. This man wasn’t born blind 
because someone did something wrong but so that God could do His work in the world.  Suffering is the result of 
sin in general because God did not create a world of suffering; sin did.  But individual suffering is not always the 
result of individual sin; and God can use that suffering for His own good purpose, as He does here.  This man is a 
picture of the world.  It is tragically flawed but God sent Jesus to restore it and us.  How do I know if I’m blinded 
by moral pride?  If I see myself as better than others, as more deserving of God’s favor and less deserving of His 
wrath than others, if I don’t recognize that my only hope is in Christ’s goodness rather than my own and that God 
treats me well because of Jesus, I am blind.  If I can’t say with complete sincerity, “I am a great sinner but Christ is 
a great Savior.” I’m likely blinded by moral pride. 

 

The second group of blind people in this chapter is a group of Pharisees who investigate this miracle and who are 
blinded by religious pride. The blind man’s neighbors can’t understand what’s happened to him and take him to 
their religious leaders. Maybe they can explain what happened. So the Pharisees began interrogating the man 
about how he is now able to see for the first time in his life.  He says, “It’s pretty simple. Jesus put mud on my 
eyes, I washed it off and I could see.”  It should be an open and shut case.  Jesus is the light of the world – just 
look at what He did.  However, it’s not that clear to the Pharisees because Jesus healed the man on the Sabbath – 
on Saturday.  In the 10 commandments, God commanded the Jews to keep the Sabbath holy and to do no work 
on that day. Over the years, the religious leaders had studied the issue of what exactly constitutes work thoroughly 
and they added several hundred rules about what was work and what wasn’t to the fourth commandment. There 
was no rule against healing on the Sabbath because no one had ever done it, but there was a rule against making 
mud. So the Pharisees conclude, “He made mud, He broke the Sabbath, He can’t be from God. Case closed.”  If 
Jesus doesn’t keep our religious rules, He can’t be from God.  (By the way, do you think Jesus needed to make 
mud to heal this man’s blindness?  No more than He needed to heal him on a Sabbath.  But Jesus wants to open 
these folks eyes to how their man-made religion is blinding them to what God wants to do in their midst.)  So 
who’s really blind here?  Here are a group of scholars, men who know their Bible from cover to cover.  Yet 
because Jesus refuses to dance to their tune or to follow their rules, they are unable to see what this uneducated 
beggar sees so clearly.  Sabbath or no Sabbath, anybody who heals a man born blind has to be from God. That’s 
why Jesus calls the religious leaders of Israel blind guides. Their loyalty to their religious traditions blinded them to 



the fact that God was in their midst. There’s a denomination that has been fighting for years about the Scriptural 
way to celebrate communion. One faction uses only unleaven bread and they won’t celebrate communion with 
people who use regular bread.  Another faction uses wine and they won’t celebrate communion with the group 
which uses grape juice.  One group thinks everybody should drink out the same cup while another group thinks 
everybody should have their own cup. One group thinks the pastor should first tear a piece of bread off the loaf 
and eat it himself before he serves communion to the rest of the congregation and another group insists that the 
pastor should break the loaf in the middle, pass it out to the church and then eat last. Now when those folks 
celebrate communion, are they thinking about what Jesus did on the cross for them and their unity with all 
believers everywhere? Or are they thinking about how of all the churches in the world, they got it right? If you are 
proud of your religious background or practices; if you believe your denomination is right and all others are wrong 
and if you think that makes you more spiritual than other Christians or more acceptable to God, you’re blinded by 
religious pride.   

 
Now at the end of the chapter we meet a third group of blind people, another group of Pharisees following Jesus 
around. “And Jesus said, "For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see may see, and that 
those who see may become blind." Those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things and said to Him, 
"We are not blind too, are we?" Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but since you say, 
'We see,' your sin remains.” (John 9:39-41) The third thing that blinds us is our intellectual pride. The Pharisees 
were proud of their great learning and the place in Jewish society it afforded them.  They liked being thought of 
as the smartest guys in the room “We can see fine. We don’t need any more light.  We already know what’s 
true.” That’s the kind of person Jesus is referring to when He says, “that those who see may become blind.”  They 
don’t really see, they just think they do. And as long as they think they see, they will never come to the Light and as 
a result, will remain blind. A couple of years ago a young man introduced himself one Sunday and told me that he 
was an atheist and would love to tell me about it. So we got together for lunch that week and he told me how he 
began college as a Christian but the more he learned, the more he began to doubt his faith, until he finally walked 
away altogether. Christianity simply wasn’t intellectually tenable. Well, I love a challenge like that and I asked him 
what he found about Christianity to be untenable and I was surprised to find that his problems with the faith were 
not so much specific questions which Christianity could not answer, but rather the sense he had from his reading 
that Christianity is anti-intellectual and something no intelligent person would subscribe to - and it was evident 
that being thought of as intelligent was very important to him.  Intellectual pride blinds many people.  To follow 
Christ, you must humble yourself, admit that you’re blind and lost and that He knows more than you do.  As long 
as I think I’m smarter than God, that my feelings and ideas are truer than the Bible, I remain blind.  

 
Jesus is the light of the world, the Lord of reality because He alone can open our blind eyes and enable us to see 
what’s true.  So what do I do?  First, admit that you’re blind.  Think about all the “if I knew then what I know 
now experiences” you’ve had and ask yourself, “What is going to prevent me from repeating those mistakes? Why 
do I keep running into the same wall over and over?  Why do I keep falling into the same trap?”  I’ve noticed 
that almost every time we make some huge, life altering mistake, it is the result of failing to see or refusing to see 
something that’s been in us all along.  Our main problem in life is that we’re blind and we need Jesus to heal our 
blindness but that begins with admitting we’re blind.  Second, come to Jesus for light.  That means coming to 
Him initially for salvation, asking God to accept us as His child not because of anything we’ve done to make us 
worthy but because Jesus died in our place on the cross, bearing the punishment for our sins so that God forgives 
every person who believes in Jesus and asks Him for forgiveness – and asking Jesus to come into our life and be our 
life and light.  Then it means coming to Jesus daily for light and sight which He doesn’t usually give us all at once 
because we couldn’t bear the shock. There’s a great picture of this in the gospels when Jesus healed another blind 
man and asked him if he could see anything.  The man says, “I see men but they look like trees.”  So Jesus 
touches his eyes again and then the man can see clearly.  Not all healings are instantaneous or complete. Some 
are progressive.  Jesus gives us a little light and then as we respond, He gives us a little more. That’s why we need 
to hear Christ speaking to us through the Bible daily.  It is through the daily study of His word that He opens our 
eyes.  This week I was reading the gospel of Luke and I came to Luke 17 where Jesus says, “Be on your guard.  If 
your brother sins, rebuke him and if he repents, forgive him.”  I asked myself, “Do I do that?” and the light went 



on.  I don’t.  I’ve been a pastor so long that I’ve become very careful about what I say because I don’t want to 
offend people or see them to leave the church – which is a bad quality especially in a pastor since God gives us the 
responsibility for the spiritual health of the flock. I don’t give people the feedback Jesus commands all of us to give 
one another as brothers and sisters.  Did Jesus do that?  Sure, as you read through the gospels, people never 
wondered what Jesus thought; He was always forthcoming and transparent with them, yet they never doubted His 
love and commitment to them – probably because He was forthcoming and transparent. But my own self interest 
blinded me to that responsibility. That doesn’t mean that I’m thinking things about you I haven’t said.  It means 
that when I should speak up, I need to.  If we will come to the Bible daily, read it slowly, and ask Jesus to give us 
light, He will; and as a result, you will find yourself seeing as you’ve never seen before; and your life will become so 
much richer and satisfying because you are living in reality rather than in darkness. 
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