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God’s Own Possession 

Eph. 1:11-14 

We were in the middle of fraternity initiation, the worst weekend of my life.  As pledges, this was 
our final step before becoming members of the brotherhood.  We weren’t allowed to sleep, we were 
constantly harassed and embarrassed and forced to participate in unmentionable, humiliating 
exercises, all the while  being yelled at and scolded for our unworthiness to become members in the 
fraternity; you know,  one of those experiences you had when you were young that now you can’t 
believe you put up with.  I haven’t been called a maggot since.  Anyway, in the middle of what they 
called, “Hell week,” the fraternity presented the gold brick award to the pledge whom the fraternity 
brothers judged had done the absolute least in his semester as a pledge. I figured I would win the 
award hands down and wondered what additional humiliations that would entitle me to that 
weekend.  But I was edged out by a hair by my pledge brother, Tom Glasser - who - and I can’t 
imagine how - had managed to do even less that I had during his semester of pledging.  And - 
consistent with everything else that happened to us weekend - our entire pledge class shared Tom’s 
punishment.  But even after I became a brother in the fraternity, I continued to do pretty much the 
bare minimum as a member of the organization.  I guess I’ve always felt a tension between 
belonging and maintaining my independence and autonomy.  I wanted to belong, to feel like part of 
the group, and yet I was reluctant to sacrifice my freedom in order to fit in. On the one hand, I 
feared abandonment and being alone. But on the other hand, I feared losing my independence and 
the obligations that come with belonging.  I grew up in a tightly controlled family where I wasn’t 
allowed to make decisions for myself or to hold my own opinions.  And the day I left home for 
college was one of the happiest days of my life.  I felt like I had gotten out of prison.  After 18 years 
of doing what other people wanted me to do, I could finally do what I wanted to do.  And I did.  For 
the next couple of years, I did everything I wanted to and lived the life I chose - and it was great.  
Making my own decisions was a lot better than having those decisions made for me.  About that 
time, I met some Christians - some real Christians.  I had grown up in the church and still 
considered myself a Christian - a very inactive Christian, but these folks obviously had something I 
didn’t.  They told me they had invited Jesus to come into their life, forgive their sins, and to be their 
Lord and Savior, something I hadn’t heard about in church.  And I had no doubt that if I asked Jesus 
to come in, He would.  And the thought terrified me.  I had just gotten free from my parents.  Giving 
up my independence to Christ scared me to death.  I knew what it was like to let somebody else call 
the shots and the misery that came with it.  So for two years, I resisted Christ.  It wasn’t until I had 
lived a little and realized that my independence hadn’t made me happy, that controlling my life still 
left me feeling empty, and that I didn’t like the person I was becoming, that I finally decided to risk 
everything and to ask Jesus to come into my life and to run the show.  And I’ve never regretted that 
decision.  The difference between following Jesus as Lord, and allowing somebody else to drive is 
that nobody is as smart as Jesus, nobody knows as much about life as Jesus does, and nobody loves 
me as much as Jesus does.  Yet I’ve still struggled over the years with belonging and independence.  
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I love belonging to Jesus but something in me still tries push Him away at times to control various 
areas of my life.      

Right now we’re doing a series of messages I entitled “Identity Theft: Who do you think you are?”  
Because every problem we have in living the Christian life is rooted in how we see God and how we 
see ourselves.  If I don’t see myself the way God sees me, if I don’t understand what He’s already 
done for me, I will find living as a follower of Jesus very difficult.  You see, a lot of believers have had 
their identities stolen.  We don’t know who we really are.  So we’re studying Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians.   The first three chapters of Ephesians are about God’s wonderful plan of redemption 
and all that He gave us when He gave us Jesus - how He changed us and our new identity as His 
children.  The following three chapters are about how changed people live.  Thus far, we’ve learned 
that because of Christ, we don’t need to be blessed, we are blessed and just need to live like blessed 
people; that we don’t need to be approved by God, that He chose us long before the world was 
created and consequently we are approved; that we don’t need to be set free from sin, we are free 
and we just need to live as free people.  This week in vs. 10-14, we’ll learn something else about 
ourselves.  Because of Christ, we now belong to God.  We are God’s own possession.  

Let’s begin reading in chapter 1, the end of vs. 10.  

“In Him - in Christ.  Paul keeps repeating that all of God’s blessings are through our relationship 
with Jesus.  We’re not worthy of being blessed but He is.  We’re not holy but He is.  We’re not 
righteous but He is.  That’s why when God gave us Jesus, He gave us everything He had to give and 
everything we would ever need.  Christianity is Christ.  And the only thing that makes me a 
Christian is a relationship with Jesus.  In Him also we have obtained an inheritance,” Most 
commentators believe this verse should be translated, “In Him also we were made an inheritance,” 
Now both statements are true.  In verse 14, which we’ll read in a minute, Paul writes that God has 
sealed us with His Holy Spirit who is given as a pledge of our inheritance.  God has given us an 
inheritance.  But in this context, Paul seems to be thinking of us as God’s possession and 
inheritance.  Because in verse 14, Paul also calls us God’s own possession and in verse 18, Paul 
prays that the Ephesians would understand what are the riches of the glory of God’s inheritance in 
the saints.  So the better translation of vs 11 which seems to be preferred by most scholars is “In 
Him also, we were made (literally we were chosen to be) His inheritance.”  Throughout Scripture, 
God says that His people are His inheritance.  In Deut. 9:29, Moses recounts praying for God’s mercy 
on His chosen people when they worshiped the golden calf at Mt. Sinai and Moses prayed, “Yet they 
are Your people, even Your inheritance, whom You have brought out by Your great power and Your 
outstretched arm.'  In Psalms 33:12, David writes, Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, The 
people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance. Paul uses Old Testament language and applies it 
to the church, the community of the twice born.  God has chosen us to be His inheritance; which 
means that you and I are very valuable in God’s sight.   God created everything and everything 
belongs to Him. Psalm 24:1 says, “The earth is the Lord’s and all it contains, the world and all who 
dwell in it.”  It all belongs to God and He could make the stars His inheritance, or precious minerals, 
or everything that is beautiful or everything that is powerful - it all belongs to Him.  But He says, “I 
have chosen you to be My inheritance, My heritage, My treasure.”  Remember, we’re looking at what 
we can learn about our true identity from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  What does this passage 
reveal about you?  You belong to God.  You are His inheritance, His heritage, His possession.  And 
the fact that we are God’s own possession should make us feel very secure and very valued.  
Because our value is not derived from who we are but from Whose we are.  I like to think about it 
this way.  Imagine you’re a billionaire.   In addition to your jets, cars, and yachts, and various luxury 
homes around the world, you own a huge country estate in the south of France, with a big mansion, 
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pools, stables, theater, and amusement park - all for your enjoyment. And living with you in that 
mansion is your family.  If you lost all of that tomorrow, what would you miss most?  Your family 
obviously.  You could lose all the material treasures but if  your loved ones were safe, it really 
wouldn’t matter.  That’s the way God thinks of you.  All of creation belongs to Him - but people are 
what He values.  We are His most precious possession.   

Now notice how and when God made us His inheritance. “...having been predestined according to His 
purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will...” God chose you and I to be His inheritance 
long before the world existed.  This is the second time Paul has used the word, “predestined” in this 
chapter.  Predestine means to determine beforehand.  Earlier in Eph. 1, Paul wrote that God chose 
us before the world was created to be holy and blameless and to be adopted into His family.  Now 
he adds that in Christ, God chose us to be His inheritance.  From all eternity, it was the purpose of 
God to created a community of people who would be His own possession and heritage. And all that 
God determines, comes to pass because - as Paul says - He works all things after the counsel of His 
will.  Does that mean God controls our decisions and that free will is an illusion.  No, it means that 
God uses everything that happens - good things and bad things - to accomplish His plan.  When we 
talked about predestination a couple of weeks ago, we saw that the reason Paul can write in 
Romans 8;28 that we know that God causes all things to work together for good for those who love 
Him and who are called to His purpose is because God is in charge of history - therefore He’s in 
charge of our present.  Does that mean that God approves of everything that happens?  Of course 
not.  If He did, He wouldn’t be good and there would be no such thing as sin or evil.  It doesn’t mean 
that God approves of everything that happens but that He causes all things that happen to 
accomplish His plan of redeeming us and the rest of creation and making us His inheritance.  I used 
to play chess with my computer.  And my computer always won.  I was free to make any move 
within the rules of chess, but no matter what I did, the computer would adjust to it and continue 
moving the game toward it’s predetermined outcome - my defeat.  I was free and the computer was 
sovereign.  So I have no problem in believing in human freedom of choice and predestination.  If a 
computer can adjust for my decisions, certainly the God who knew all my choices from all eternity 
can accomplish His good pleasure in my life.  

Finally notice why God made us His inheritance. “...to the end that we who were the first to hope in 
Christ would be to the praise of His glory.”  “We” refers to Jewish Christians, the first Christians.  
Jesus was Jewish, His disciples were Jewish, Paul was Jewish and for the first decade of church 
history, every Christian was Jewish.  Notice that God’s purpose in choosing us to be His possession.   
He did to the praise of His glory.   Back in verse 5-6, Paul wrote that God predestined us to adoption 
as sons to the praise of the glory of His grace and now he says that God predestined us to be His 
own inheritance to the praise of His glory.  The glory and majesty of God will be revealed in His 
people.  That’s what Paul means when he writes in Eph. 3:10, “so that the manifold wisdom of God 
might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly 
places.” The rulers and authorities in the heavenly places are the angels, both good and bad, who 
probably wondered how God could reconcile His fallen creation to Himself without sacrificing His 
love or His holiness.  It is through the church that God’s wisdom and grace in redeeming both 
people and the creation will be revealed throughout eternity.  We are His trophies of grace, living 
demonstrations of the truth that God is merciful and gracious and quick to forgive all who trust in 
Jesus.  When the angels look at the church, they aren’t impressed by how wonderful we are; they’re 
impressed with how great and wise and loving God is.   God has chosen both Jews and Gentiles to 
display the wonder of His glory.    
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Now in the next two verses, Paul repeats what He just said about us being God’s inheritance in vs. 
11-12 - with two important contrasts.  First, in vs. 11-12, Paul talks about God choosing Jewish 
Christians to be His inheritance.  In vs. 13-14, Paul talks about God also choosing  Gentile Christians 
to be His inheritance - specifically the Ephesians.  And in vs. 11-12, Paul writes from God’s eternal 
perspective about Him choosing us.  In vs. 13-14, Paul talks about us choosing Him. Paul continues, 
“In Him, you also, the Gentiles living in Ephesus - after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation-- notice that it is the gospel that saves us.  God uses His word - preached and spoken - 
to bring people to Himself.  That’s why Jesus says the Word is like seed, creating life wherever it 
goes.  The more I read the New Testament, the simpler ministry becomes to me.  Ministry is 
speaking God’s word to others and His Spirit does the rest in their heart.  When we speak the word 
of God to people who are not yet followers of Jesus, the Spirit of God uses that word to create new 
life and they are born again.  When we speak God’s word to each other, the Spirit of God uses the 
word to grow our faith and to change our lives.  Making disciples - which every disciple of Jesus is 
called to do, is simply a matter of speaking God’s word to people, which means that to make 
disciples, we have to know the Bible and be able to both explain it and to demonstrate it by the way 
we live.  So, In Him, you also, - after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation - 
having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, (a seal was a mark of 
ownership in the ancient world, a stamp.  Seals were made of stone or metal and all a person’s 
significant possessions were stamped with the impression of his seal, even slaves and livestock.  
The Holy Spirit is God’s stamp of ownership.  In John 6:27, Jesus says, “Do not work for the food 
which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man (who’s that?  
Jesus) shall give to you, for on Him the Father, even God, has set His seal.”  Jesus says that He has 
God’s stamp of ownership on Him, that He belongs to God.  What did Jesus mean?  When Jesus was 
baptized, the heavens opened and the Spirit of God came upon Him and a voice from heaven said, 
“This is MY beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” When Christ comes into our life, the Bible says 
that everything that is true of Him becomes true of us.  The Spirit was the seal, the stamp of 
ownership on Jesus and the Spirit is the seal or stamp of God’s ownership of us. so is ours. “... who is 
given as a pledge of our inheritance, (The Spirit is not only a seal but a down payment and pledge of 
our future inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His 
glory.”   I thought we were already redeemed, already purchased out of slavery.  But Paul seems to 
be talking about our redemption as something in the future, of which the Spirit is the down 
payment or promise. Our soul has been redeemed, freed from sin, and is now fit for heaven.  What’s 
not fit for heaven?  Our body.  Why?  Because it hasn’t been redeemed yet.  It is mortal and infected 
with sin.  So Paul says that the Spirit is God’s stamp of ownership on us AND God’s pledge that the 
process of redemption will be completed one day, that one day, we will have a sin-free, immortal 
body to go with our sin-free immortal soul. 

Now let me ask you a question.  When did the Ephesians receive the Holy Spirit?  When they 
believed the gospel.  Some people will tell you that receiving the Spirit is something you still need to 
do after becoming a Christian and the way you’ll know that you received the Spirit is that you’ll 
speak in tongues.  And that’s not true.  You can’t be a Christian without having the Holy Spirit.  Paul 
writes in Romans 8:9, “But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.” 
Because the Spirit is God’s seal of ownership.  You cannot be a Christian and not have the Spirit 
living inside of you.  You can’t be born of the Spirit and not have the Spirit living inside of you.  If 
you have believed the gospel, you have God’s Spirit.  He’s the pledge, the down payment for your 
redemption. Because the Spirit is the seal that you are God’s possession, God’s inheritance, that you 
belong to God. Which means that you are very valuable.  Because our value is not derived from who 
we are but from Whose we are 
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So that’s another important piece of our identity.  We belong to God.  So how do I live as someone 
who belongs to God?  I have two suggestions. First, we stop believing in accidents.  Because I belong 
to God and am valuable to God, He is always aware of me, always is watching over me, is always as 
Paul writes in Eph 1 working all things after the counsel of His will. Not some things but all things. 
Everything has a purpose.  Everything has a reason.  There are no chance occurrences, no 
coincidences. Because Paul says in Eph 1 that God predestined us to be His inheritance and His 
possession long before there was time and works all things after the counsel of His will, He is in 
control of everything that happens or does not happen to us.  And if I really believe that I am God’s 
inheritance, that I am valuable to God, that I belong to Him, then I must believe that God is watching 
over me, and working all circumstances according to His purpose.  Look at what Jesus says in Matt 
10:29-31 as He talks to His disciples about fear.  "Are not two sparrows sold for a cent?  And yet not 
one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  (Not even a sparrow can die unless God 
ordains it.  He works ALL things after the counsel of His will.  He leaves nothing to chance.) But the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered.  So do not fear; you are more valuable than many 
sparrows.”  Do you know the number of hairs on your head? (I know some of you do - because there 
aren’t that many.)  But most of us have no idea. Doesn’t God have better things to do than to count 
the number of hairs on my head?  No, because I belong to Him. I am His possession, His inheritance, 
His heritage. I’m so valuable to Him that He knows every detail about me.  That’s why Jesus tells us 
to not be afraid.  If even a sparrow can’t die without God ordaining it, nothing can happen to us who 
are more valuable to God than an entire flock of sparrows unless God ordains it - and whatever He 
ordains, He ordains  it for our good, working all things after the council of His will.  That means that 
once I begin to see myself as God’s valued possession and child, I’m going to relax. One day after 
Jesus finished speaking to the vast crowds that were following Him from one of His disciples’ boats, 
He says to His men, “Let’s go over to the other side of the lake,” and promptly goes to sleep in the 
back of the boat.  Part way across, a huge storm develops, the winds are blowing, the waves are 
crashing over the boat, the disciples are rowing like mad for shore and Jesus continues to sleep.  
The disciples panic.  They wake Jesus up, “Lord don’t you care that we’re perishing here?”  Jesus 
says, “Be still,” and the wind stops and it becomes perfectly calm.  Then He turns to His disciples.  
“Why are you so timid?  How is it that you have no faith?  I said, ‘Let’s go over to the other side,’ not, 
‘let’s go out into the middle and drown.’”  Fear is the opposite of faith. It means that we - like the 
disciples - think Jesus is asleep and has lost control of the situation.  Look, everybody experiences 
storms.  It may be the little storms that frustrate us - losing our keys, traffic on the way to airport, 
interruptions we just didn’t need right now - or it may be the big storms that terrify us - losing our 
job or the doctor saying he’s got bad news.  But when the inevitable storm arrives, we have a 
choice.  We can get mad and frustrated or scared and intimidated - or we can remind ourselves that 
we belong to God and that there are no accidents but that He is in control and has a reason for 
allowing this into our lives - and respond in faith rather than in fear, thanking God rather than 
questioning Him.  The more I believe that I belong to God - that I am His inheritance, His own 
possession, that I am valuable to Him, the less I’ll believe in accidents.  

Second, if I believe that I belong to God, then I have to believe that everything that belongs to me 
belongs to Him.  And spiritual growth is really just the process of connecting the dots, of gathering 
the strays and bringing every area of my life under His authority.  Because it not only belongs to 
Him, He can do a much better job managing it than I can.  Now on one hand, it’s comforting to think 
of yourself as God’s possession; on the other, it’s terrifying, especially for Americans.  Because it 
means I no longer belong to myself, I belong to God.   And if I belong to God, everything I have 
belongs to God which means that He can do with it whatever He wants.   And that’s threatening, 
especially to Americans who value our independence and our right to do what we want to do with 
our time, our stuff, and our money.  What if God takes it away just to test me?  I don’t know if I can 
live without it and I don’t want to find out.   We’ve all got things we’ve surrendered to God and 
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things we’re yet to surrender.  And many of us try to live a partly committed life to Christ; giving 
Him some things but not other things.  Some of us have no problem in giving God our money.  We 
know our financial picture depends on His blessing.  But we have a real problem giving Him our 
time.  “I know I should go to church today but I need to get some sleep, or its such a nice day, it 
would be fun to take the kids to the park, or have my family over for brunch or not get dressed and 
just relax and do whatever.”  Or “I know I should join a small group at church but I’m just too tired 
when I get home from work to want to do anything.”  Some of us have no problem in giving God our 
troubles and worries - we can’t handle them but He can - but we have a real problem in letting go to 
what we think of as our right to privacy.  “I can’t open my home up to those people who need a 
place to stay this evening, or for people over for dinner.  I need that time by myself.”   We could go 
on and on.  Think about it, how would my life change if I acted like God was the owner of my body, 
the owner of my possessions, the owner of my friendships, the owner of my career, the owner of my 
children?  Because He is.  We were created by Him for Him and we will never experience the 
abundant, exciting, joy-filled adventure Christ promised until we learn how to live like everything I 
have including myself belongs to Him and I’m on earth for His use and for His purposes.  It’s not a 
matter of giving Him anything or surrendering anything to Him.  It already all belongs to Him.  It’s 
learning how to live like we and everything we have already  belongs to Him, which is one of the 
most important keys to the freedom and joy Christ promises His disciples.  It’s also one our biggest 
struggles.  I still reserve certain areas of my life as off-limits to God.  

I’ll share one area of my life where God’s ownership is being tested right now; my driving.  Christ 
came into my life 43 years ago next month but my driving is one area where I’ve never really 
acknowledged His ownership.   I’ve hung on to my right to drive the way I want to.  I’m competitive 
and always drive too fast.  I assume I know what other drivers will do rather than giving them room 
in case they don’t.  I cut things too close, I don’t use turn signals - and I drive mad much of the time. 
And it’s never really bothered me. I tell myself that I’m a safe and courteous driver, that I don’t cut 
people off, that I give other people the right of way.  But lately, I’ve noticed that people who ride 
with me often seem traumatized by the experience.  Even though they don’t say anything, they get 
real quiet when I’m driving.  The imprint of their fingers remains on the passenger side3 door 
handle days after they rode with me. They say things like, “Why don’t we just drive separately and 
meet at the restaurant?”  And I’m realizing that I don’t drive the way Jesus would drive.  Jesus said, 
“My Father is always with me because I always do the things that please Him.”  And I’m not 
confident that the way I drive pleases God.  And that’s the real issue - not the way that I drive, but 
the fact that I have never acknowledged that God’s ownership of me continues after I get behind the 
wheel.  And it’s only been the grace and kindness of God that has prevented me from seriously 
injuring myself or somebody else.  So I am currently working on driving like someone who belongs 
to Jesus.  I’m trying to slow down, trying to plan ahead, trying to put other people in front of myself.  
And I am discovering that both my passengers and I are a whole lot happier and relaxed and that I 
arrive at my destination in about the same amount of time that I did when I treated the road as my 
personal race course.   What I hope you see is that the issue is not what I’m doing but is Christ in 
charge of this area?  Am I behaving in a way that takes His ownership of me seriously? 

Because a Christian isn’t just someone who belongs to a particular faith.  A Christian is a follower of 
Jesus Christ.  It is through Christ that we become God’s inheritance, God’s possession.  And the way 
we know that God has chosen us to be His is because we choose Jesus.   We know we’re not 
righteous, that we have no claim upon eternal life, that if God gave us what we deserve, it would be 
death.  But God doesn’t give us what we deserve - He gives us what we need.  He sends His Son to 
become human and to do for us what we cannot do for ourselves.  Jesus lives the life we should 
have lived so that God can credit us with His righteousness as a gift.  He dies the death we deserve 
to die because of the evil we have done so that God can pardon that evil.  And Jesus rises from the 
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dead and now sits next to His Father in heaven, ready to save every person who chooses Him and 
calls on Him to save them.  And if you’re not a follower of Jesus, you can become one today.  

 

© 2011 Creekside Community Church. All rights reserved. Approval to duplicate is granted with 
this copyright included. Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE® (except 
where note).  © The Lockman Foundation 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977. 
Used by permission. 


