
How the Gospel Changes Culture 
Acts 19:8-41 

 
 

1. Explaining the Message of Jesus (19:8-10) 
 

 

  
 
 

2. Experiencing the Power of Jesus (19:11-22) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
3. Expecting Resistance to Jesus (19:23-41)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Getting Started:  

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 
2. What’s the most powerful spiritual movement that you’ve been a part of (e.g. a mission 

trip, a campus ministry, a church, a small group, a non-profit, etc)? What impact did you 
have? What made the movement dynamic/powerful? 

 
For Further Thought and Discussion:   

3. Stott says that modern evangelism tends to be too church-centered (we share the gospel 
primarily by bringing people to church), too emotional (we appeal for decisions before 
people have an adequate basis of understanding), and too superficial (we make brief 
encounters, and expect rapid results).1 Do you agree with his assessment? How does 
this contrast with Paul’s strategy in 19:8-10? What challenges/motivates you about 
Paul’s example?    

4. Why does the incident with the demoniac cause people to trust in Jesus (19:13-17)? 
Why does it lead some Christians to publicly burn their magical books (19:18-19)? 

5. Why is Demetrius so upset by the preaching of the gospel (19:25-27)? How did the 
gospel message subvert the social order of Ephesus?   
  

Application:  
 

6. In this passage, the sons of Sceva try to use Jesus’ name in a counterfeit way; they try to 
co-opt Jesus’ power (19:13-16) Can you think of ways that we rely on gimmicks, or 
formulas, or clichés to accomplish God’s work? If we want revival to occur – to see God 
work powerfully – what should we be focused on?  

7. How does the gospel message challenge our cultural idols? How does it challenge your 
personal idols?   

8. What’s one thing you can do this week to apply this message?  
 

1 John Stott, The Message of Acts: The Spirit, the Church and the World (TBST: Leicester, UK: IVP, 1990), 314.  
                                                           


