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1John 2:3-6 3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His 

commandments.  4 He who says ‘I know Him’, and does not keep His 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  5 But whoever keeps His 

word, truly the love of God is perfected in him.  By this we know that we are in 

Him.  6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He 

walked. 

 

John 14:21 21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who 

loves Me.  And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him 

and manifest Myself to him. 

 

 

Okay.  Now we’ve come to the point in our Sunday worship together where it’s time for a 

sermon, where the Word is preached and explained, where usually here at Creekside we 

hear the Word preached with such skill and honesty and depth, that if you are like me, we 

keep coming back again and again to hear it again.  But there was a great social event 

yesterday, the Wedding of the Century around here, of our beloved Jenny Bruce and her 

beloved Tim Sloat, and for reasons that I know nothing about and that will henceforth go 

unmentioned, John and Jeff Bruce are both indisposed this morning.  So it will have to be 

me.  Would you pray with me as we get started … 

 

By way of introduction, if you don’t know me, I am Greg Arthur, a member of this church, 

one of the elders, father of Noah, the Eagle Scout, and husband of Lori, the Beautiful, and a 

sewage engineer trained at Stanford, which is the evil empire I am told.  So I hope you 

won’t this against me. 

 

By way of qualifications, I really have none of note except that I can say of myself what the 

ex-slave ship captain and writer of “Amazing Grace”, John Newton, said of himself:  “I am a 

great sinner and (that) Christ is a great Savior.”  I also believe every word of this Book to 

be the True Word of God, that I must rely on His Word above all else, that … 

 

2Tim 3:16-17  16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 

for doctrine; for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that 

the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.   

 

I actually believe this Book can save us a lot of trouble if only we’d take it seriously. 

 

 

The Necessity of Testing 

 

So with that said.  Let me start by reminding you that we’re in the middle of a series of 

sermons on the Book of 1John.  If it could be summed up so far, it would be that the 

Apostle John sees a growing influence of worldly philosophies into the beliefs of the church, 

specifically Gnosticism which holds above all other ideas, the worldview of duality, that the 
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body is evil, and the soul is good.  You’ve heard of rose colored glasses and in the past you 

might have worn beer goggles.  In this case it’s as if some in the first-century church can 

see things only through Gnostic-colored glasses or duality goggles.  And so from this evil-

body-good-soul worldview necessarily emerges the conclusion that since Jesus is good, He 

had to be only pure Spirit.  Therefore, He only appeared to have a physical nature, which 

then leads to the conclusion that His blood wasn’t spilled for sins, for in fact there was no 

actual blood, and thus no such thing as atonement for sin, only an evil material body doing 

whatever it wants, and a good and pure soul.  And ‘voila’, Gospel is no longer the Gospel.   

 

We don’t exactly wear duality glasses these days.  But there are other creeping secular 

worldviews that can nullify the gospel even today.  For example, we post-modern Americans 

often think equality supersedes every other virtue.  Unequal treatment by anyone including 

God bothers us because we hold to a worldview of the supremacy of equality above all other 

virtues.  And so, we squirm around when we read scriptures like: 

 

Gen 4:3-5  3 It came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the 

ground to the Lord.  4 Abel also brought of the first-born of his flock and of their 

fat.  And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect Cain 

and his offering.  And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.   

 

Do we not say to ourselves ‘why did God accept Abel’s offering but not Cain’s?’  And does 

not post-modern equality campaign for inclusion in everything, giving voice to a secret wish 

we hold that ‘all paths lead to the same God’?  Surely Cain’s offering are just as acceptable 

as Abel’s.  Surely earnest Muslims or moral agnostics are just as acceptable to God as faith-

ful Christians.  But to this worldview, God said to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I 

will have mercy,” and Jesus said of Himself, “I am the way, the Truth, and the Life.  No one 

comes to the Father except by Me.”  So are we post-modernists with our equality goggles 

more merciful and more just than God?  Are we more loving and more moral?   

 

The Apostle John would say ‘No’.  And so to the problem of discerning if a worldview like 

Gnosticism or supreme equality is creeping in to nullify the Gospel, the Apostle John poses a 

series of tests in the book of 1John.  Today, I’m going to look at the first two tests posed in 

1John by which to measure faith in Christ.  I’m going to then argue on the necessity of 

taking these tests, that the only way to fail is to not take tests, and offer a few things to do 

when we do not pass with flying colors.  Much will have to remain unexamined today.  But 

to get started, let’s consider these scriptures which pose the first two tests. 

 

 

The Test of Confession 

Reveals Faith in God’s Goodness 

 

The first test, which our John, not the Apostle John, spoke about last week might be called 

the Test of Confession, or conversely, the Test Against Self-Justification. 

 

1John 1:6-9 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in dark-

ness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  7 But if we walk in the light as He is 

in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 

His Son cleanses us from all sin.  8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
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ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

As John explained last week, God isn’t expecting His people saved by the blood of Christ to 

be perfect people.  But rather, because they are saved, God would expect them to have the 

faith in His goodness that it takes to be honest people -- who confess their sins because He 

is good, who trust Him with their lives because He is good, who do not justify their sins to 

themselves or to God. 

 

I had a friend who was instrumental in leading me to Christ.  But to justify his later adultery 

that lead to divorce he said God made him the way he is, ‘serially faithful’, meaning 

essentially he has just one wife at a time.  I would say that does not pass this first Test of 

Confession, for there is no confession, no open admission of sin, revealing no faith in the 

goodness of God to cleanse us of our sins.  There is only self-justification.  And I would 

guess the Gnostics who could justify doing any ungodly thing without a care in the world 

because of belief in the evil body-good soul would also not pass this first Test of Confession.  

So there it is – The Test of Confession reveals our faith in God’s goodness. 

 

 

The Test of Obedience 

Reveals Faith in God’s Love 

 

The second test, which we will now look at might be called the Test of Obedience, or 

conversely, the Test Against Self-Importance. 

 

1John 2:3-6 3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His 

commandments.  4 He who says ‘I know Him’, and does not keep His command-

ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  5 But whoever keeps His word, truly 

the love of God is perfected in him.  By this we know that we are in Him.  6 He 

who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 

  

This scripture starts by simply stating, as if it were common knowledge, what our relation-

ship with God should be, that we should “know Him”.  “Now by this we know that we know 

Him”.  And by “know Him”, this means like we might know someone we love, intimately, 

closely, in fellowship, in communion.  It does not refer to knowing about Him, like we might 

know Beyonce, or knowing of Him, like we might know of a plumber on Yelp.  Rather, it’s 

the same word that the scriptures say Mary said to the angel about bearing the Son of God 

when she said, “How can this be since I have not known a man”.  It is the intimate know-

ledge that comes from sharing life together, in the way we should know our wives and 

husbands, our parents, brothers and sisters, and friends. 

 

So the test the Apostle John poses here is a test to know that we know Him.  And when we 

consider that this is the God of the universe we’re attempting to know, what could this 

mean?  Could a worm at a worm farm, in any real sense, ‘know’ the worm farmer?  Can 

your cat really know your hopes and dreams?  And in any tangible way can we really know 

God.  On our own, in solidarity with the worms and cats, our honest answer would have to 

be ‘no, we can’t really know God’ – unless God reveals Himself to us in a way we can 

understand.  And in His Son Jesus that is exactly what we believe He has done. 
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So what has God specifically revealed to us of Himself?  Through sending His Son into this 

world to be one of us, He has revealed something we can actually understand, that He loves 

us.  Let’s think about this for a minute.  He loves us!  Is there not anything more remark-

able than that, that the God of Creation from the Dawn of Time to the End of Eternity has 

love for us?  Little old you and little old me, here on this tiny spec of a planet, in this one 

little city, on this particular street, across the span of history in a year we call 2013?  Is 

there not anything more astonishing?  And yet he does love us.  How do we know?  He has 

said so in the scriptures:  

 

Jer 31:3 3 Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love. 

 

John 15:9 Jesus answered … 9 As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you. 

 

And more than that, He has demonstrated His love for us in that God sent His Son to die in 

our place, paying the penalty for our sins, in order to make us His children, who will be in 

communion with Him forever.  And His Son came not as a distant spirit like the Gnostics 

thought, but rather as a flesh and blood human being.  That Jesus came in the usual way, 

as a single cell in Mary’s womb, to be born a baby in abject humility, to grow-up and live in 

this world as we do, and then to die, reveals that God not only knows us, but moreso, He 

knows what it is like to be us.  By this one action, there is God’s sacrifice for us and God’s 

understanding of us.  By this one action, documented in this Book, God reveals the one 

thing we actually can know of Him, that He loves us. 

 

Phil 2:6-8 (Christ Jesus) 6 who, though He was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but rather emptied Himself, 

taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  8 And being 

found in human form, He humbled Himself to the point of death, even death on 

the cross. 

 

1John 4:10 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and 

sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

 

Therefore, for those of us who are saved, who have received Him, and believed in His name, 

and have thus “become children of God, who were born not of the flesh, nor of the will of 

man, but of God”, the test of whether we actually believe He loves us is if that love in Him 

for us generates love in us for Him. 

 

There is an old gospel song from a 1955 vinyl album by the Dixie Hummingbirds, called 

‘How I love Jesus’.  It goes like this:  O how I love Jesus.  O how I love Jesus.  O how I love 

Jesus.  I love Him because, because, He first, He first loved me, He first loved me.  Like the 

scriptures say: 

 

1John 4:19 19 We love Him because He first loved us. 

 

So the second test posed by the Apostle John measures whether we have faith in God’s love 

for us by testing if as a result we love God, except He poses it in a different way.  The 

Apostle John defines the terms.  Rather He lets Jesus define the terms, so that there might 

not be any confusion.  People have wildly different ideas on what love is.  So it is not 
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surprising that Jesus has to tell us what love is and how to love Him.  Therefore here is the 

second test that the Apostle John poses – The Test of Obedience. 

 

1John 2:3-6 3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His 

commandments.  4 He who says ‘I know Him’, and does not keep His command-

ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  5 But whoever keeps His word, truly 

the love of God is perfected in him.  By this we know that we are in Him.  6 He 

who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 

 

John 14:21 21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who 

loves Me.  And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him 

and manifest Myself to him. 

 

We have to learn everything.  When Lori and I were just married and I had a swell 

head about everything, one day as I rode up on my bike from the train a couple of 

hours late after a day of exhilarating work at my Big Boy job as a self-important 

government sewage plant inspector, while I was whistling to myself, awash in good 

vibes and pleasure in my life, and my wife, and especially in myself, I came to the 

door of our little apartment.  And as I opened the door, there was my beautiful wisp of 

a wife right there to greet me and my awesomeness.  And she said, because I was 

late working extra at work, just like every day, she said, “I think you love work more 

than me.”  And she turned around and walked away from the door leaving me there in 

all my awesomeness.  I learned something right then and there.  I learned that I was 

self-important.  And I learned how to love Lori.  It was simple, just leave work at 

work, and come home on-time.  That is how to love your wife and to be less self-

important.  She had to tell me or I would have never figured it out.  

 

That is how it is with Christ.  He has to tell us how to love Him or we’d never figure it 

out.  On our own, we might burn sacrifices, or spill the blood of goats, or offer up our 

children on an altar, or be really really good, or find fault with everyone else, or work 

late on sewage treatment plant inspections.  Instead, Jesus says obedience equals 

love, that one who loves Him “has My commandments and keeps them”.  Essentially, 

the scriptures define how to love God, that the way to love Him because He first loved 

us is to simply “keep His commandments” or “keep His word”, or “walk as He walked”.  

In other words, if we believe God loves us, we will love Him by obeying His Word. 

 

Therefore, this second test, the Test of Obedience, reveals whether we truly have faith 

in God’s love for us. 

 

There is one last comment on this second test of faith in the Book of 1John.  What 

specifically does it mean to “keep His commandments”?  Does this mean we have to 

be perfect?  No, not exactly.  The word used for “keep” means to attend to carefully or 

to guard, like a warden might guard a notorious prisoner, or the Louvre might attend 

carefully to the Mona Lisa.  To keep the commandments is to treasure them because 

they are of infinite value, not to ignore them, or disregard them, or neglect them, or 

trade them away for something else, or let them escape, in one ear and out the other, 

or even worse, reject them, oppose them, or rail against them.  To keep the 

commandments is the desire to hear just one word. 
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When I worked oversees on a little island in the Pacific and Lori was back here in 

Oakland, I would drive down to the island post office every incoming flight day and 

look for that letter from her.  And when it was there it was like finding gold.  Anything 

she wrote was treasured over everything else.  I would read and re-read it.  You could 

measure my love for her by how much I hung on every word she ever wrote to me.  

And if in her letters she ever asked me to do something, you could bet that I would do 

whatever she asked.  In fact she did ask me by letter if we could purchase a 1959 

Pontiac Star-chief Coupe, a 20-foot long 4-door sedan, for $800 plus title and 

insurance.  She started the letter with “How much do you love me?”  And because I 

knew she loved me, my answer was ‘infinity’ as measured by my immediate arrange-

ments to buy the car.  It broke down, by the way out, near Boron but that’s another 

story for another day. 

 

So the question is, do we out of faith in God’s love for us, love Him and show it by 

hanging on His every word?  Do we attend to carefully His commandments, like the 

Louvre attends to the Mona Lisa?  Do we have His commandments and keep them?  

Do we walk as He walked?  Do we pass this Test of Obedience that reveals the faith 

that we have in God’s love for us?  Or do we not?  I’d say we often don’t. 

     

 

The Purpose of Test Taking 

 

I want to end today by discussing what it means when we don’t pass this test with flying 

colors, and to offer some suggestions on what to do.  I want start with a story about the 

purpose of test taking, something I am well acquainted with from my not so illustrious 

Stanford college career. 

 

When I finally arrived in the School of Engineering at Stanford, ready to take my classes 

toward my degree, I had to take a truly fundamental engineering class, Thermodynamics.  

It is the study of energy and motion.  The background to all of this is that my parents spent 

a fortune on my college with an unstated confidence in me to succeed, get a degree, make 

my way in life, and leave their payroll.  With every $1,000 spent, came an equal and 

opposite amount of pressure on me to succeed.  That’s the background.  Anyway, for the 

first midterm exam I waltzed in, took the test, breezed through it, handed it in early, and 

generally felt pretty good about myself.  I came to the next session with anticipation that 

my general awesomeness as an engineering student was soon to be revealed in public with 

my awesome grade on the Thermodynamics midterm.  But there was a fly in the ointment.  

I didn’t really understand Thermo.  In fact I didn’t understand even a lick of Thermo, not 

the first thing, notwithstanding handing in the test early.  And so while I expected a 100 out 

of 100, or maybe a more modest 91 or 92 that proves my humanity, I received the test and 

at the top was written 8.  Not 8 of 9 or 8 or 10 but simply 8, 8 of 100, possibly the lowest 

score any student has ever earned in Thermodynamics. 

 

I began to think of flunking Stanford, of the phone call to my dad saying he wasted his 

money, of saying goodbye to my friends at Stanford, and heading back to New Mexico to 

work for my old employer, the long-gone Zia Airlines.  There was a sense of utter and total 

defeat.  But that was not the purpose of the test, to disqualify me from continuing on in 
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engineering, or to pronounce defeat over me.  The professor’s desire was not to disqualify 

me or to defeat me.  It was not a test of perfection.  The purpose of the Thermo professor’s 

midterm was to show me what I did not know about Thermo so that one day I might ‘know’ 

Thermodynamics, for it is true; we have to learn everything. 

 

Likewise, with this Test of Obedience in 1John, God’s purpose is not to disqualify us from 

continuing on, or to insist on perfection, but rather to illuminate to ourselves where we have 

a deficiency in our faith in His love for us.  This is just the midterm on faith.  Do we lack 

obedience in following what God commands on marriage?  Then this test shows us that in 

some way we do not fully trust that God loves us, that He has our best in mind.  Do we lack 

obedience in seeking Him first?  Then this test shows us that in some way we do not fully 

trust that God loves us, that He provides for our every need.  Do we lack obedience in 

keeping His commandments on finances, loving others, guarding our tongues, raising kids, 

forgiving people, harboring anger, drinking, honesty, time management, procrastination, 

legalism, worship, reliance on His Word, and so on?  Then this test shows us that in some 

way and for some reason we do not fully trust that God loves us; for if we did, the love in 

Him for us would generate love in us for Him and thus obedience to His Word. 

 

Back at Stanford what did I do?  I was first shocked at how much I didn’t know about 

Thermo.  When I got over that then I began to hang on every word spoken in class and 

written in the text book.  I read and re-read my notes, and on one shining day, the miracle 

of miracles happened.  The light went on and the understanding of the concepts of 

Thermodynamics came flooding in.  On the final I scored a 98 of 100, the highest grade in 

the class, all thanks to the 8 on the midterm.  I’ll add that this was Stanford so I did receive 

a C- final grade, but it’s all good now.  No hard feelings. 

 

Let me end by offering a few suggestions and suggested passages to study if you find 

yourself not passing the Test of Obedience here in 1John. 

 

First - Be Honest with yourself.  1John 2:4 says “He who says ‘I know Him’, and does 

not keep His commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”  Is it not true that 

we can easily deceive ourselves, justify ourselves, excuse ourselves, and absolve 

ourselves?  The scriptures say “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the 

Lord weighs the hearts”.  A good passage to study on being honest with ourselves is 

Ps 139, which ends with, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know 

my anxieties; and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 

everlasting.”  So first, be honest with yourself. 

 

Second – Be Honest with God.  We may easily deceive ourselves but we aren’t fooling 

God, for while “every way of man is right in his own eyes,” “the Lord weights the 

hearts.”  Instead we’re taking Him to be a fool when we’re not honest with Him.  So it 

is simply rational to be honest with God.  A good passage to study might be Mark 9, 

where perhaps the most honest thing was ever said to Jesus.  “The father of the child 

cried out and said with tears, ‘Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!’”  So second, be 

honest with God. 

 

Third – Minister to Yourself.  That we must learn everything is true.  But perhaps it is 

truer to say we must keep learning everything.  The scriptures are full of commands 
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to remember what God has done and of His love, and thereby minister to yourself.  A 

good passage to study might be Ps 103, where David, called a man after God’s own 

heart, begins by telling himself to, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His 

benefits.”  So third, minister to yourself. 

 

Finally – Focus on Knowing God’s Love.  Major in the majors as our John often says.  A 

lack of obedience betrays a lack of faith in God’s love.  So be honest with yourself 

about what you believe or don’t believe about God’s love for you.  You might pray 

through Ps 139:  “Lord search me and find where my faith in your love is lacking”.  

Then be honest with God about what you believe or don’t about His love.  You might 

pray “Lord I believe You love me, help my unbelief.”  Then remind yourself of how God 

has already loved you and has so demonstrated before.  You might pray, “Thank you 

for Your Son, for His sacrifice, for Your gift of salvation, for saving me.”  

 

~  ~  ~ 

 

We are none of us perfect.  We all will stumble.  We are all susceptible to deception 

about ourselves and about our beautiful Savior and Lord.  We all come to faith in the 

same way:  From Rom 10:9, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  And we 

all grow in our faith through the taking of these tests, the Test of Confession, and the 

Test of Obedience, under the patient and loving care of the One Who Loves Us. 


