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Do you ever wish your faith was stronger?  Maybe you’re worried and you know you shouldn’t be and you try to 
stop but you can’t.  You try to trust God and leave your worries in His hands but you just can’t stop thinking about 
it.  The faith isn’t there when you need it.  Well, I’d like to propose that our real problem is not that we don’t have 
enough faith; it’s that we have too much faith; too much faith in ourselves.  Faith in God always begins with a 
healthy distrust of ourselves and until we learn to distrust ourselves, we will never be able to trust Him.  Last week 
I began a series of messages entitled Faith Builders; taken from John 20:30-31. “Therefore many other signs Jesus 
also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written so 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”  
John calls the miracles which Jesus performed signs, and by that John means that Jesus’ miracles weren’t just 
naked displays of supernatural power but were also symbolic.  Each miracle contained a message.  Each revealed 
something about Jesus and what He is able to do. And each of these signs is intended to build our faith in Him.  
That’s what John means when he writes, “these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”   John chose to include seven of the miracles he 
saw Jesus perform in His gospel because as he says, these particular signs will really build your faith in Christ.  So 
we’re looking at each of these signs; what they tell us about Jesus, about ourselves, and what Jesus can do for us 
that nothing else can.  Faith is based on knowledge.  The more you know about Jesus, the more you’ll trust Him. 
And the more we trust Him, the more we experience Him to be as the Bible describes. Today we’re going to look at 
the second sign Jesus performed and which more than any of the other signs in John reveals what real faith looks 
like. Let’s look at three questions.  What is the sign? What do we learn about Jesus from this sign?  What do we 
learn about ourselves from this sign?   Let’s begin by looking at the sign itself.  
 
“Therefore He came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. (…which if you were with us last 
week, you recognize as the first miracle Jesus performed.) And there was a royal official whose son was sick at 
Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and was imploring Him 
to come down and heal his son; for he was at the point of death.”  This sign involves one of the most powerful men 
in Galilee.  Galilee wasn’t ruled directly by Rome at this time, but by Herod Antipas, a political appointee of Rome,  
and the royal official in our story was one of Herod’s servants and an important government official, who in spite 
of his wealth and influence is brought to his knees when his beloved little boy becomes ill and continues to 
deteriorate until he is at death’s door.  His parents are frantic.  They could afford any physician in Galilee, but 
nobody can heal their dying child.  All of his wealth, fame and influence could do nothing.  The man is 
overwhelmed.  He has totally lost control of his life and everything that is precious to him.  I can’t think of many 
trials which compare to when your child is sick or in danger.  You feel so helpless, so panicked and so vulnerable.  
When Jenny was 13, her doctor told us she had a large growth in her lower abdomen and he couldn’t know what it 
was until he operated.  Laurie and I felt like we were in a bad dream.  This kind of thing happens to other people, 
not to us.  Or when I took my 16 year old son to the doctor because of a soreness in his shin that wouldn’t go 
away. The doctor x-rayed his leg and then sat down next to Jeff and said, “You’re going to have to be brave, Jeff.  It 
looks like you’ve got a tumor in your bone.”  And poor Jeff gets this panicked look and turns to me and says, “It’ll 
be ok, won’t it Dad?  And I’m trying to reassure him while I crumble inside.  If you’re a parent, your children are 
your life.  And there is absolutely nothing that scares you more or makes you feel weaker than when their life is 
threatened and you can’t do anything to save them.  However, as this man and his wife helplessly watch their little 
guy slip away, there’s an unexpected ray of hope.  The word begins to spread that Jesus has returned once more to 
Galilee and He’s staying in Cana.  Everybody in Galilee has been talking about the miracles Jesus did at Jerusalem 
during Passover; and as soon as the official hears that Jesus is only 25 miles away, he heads for Cana, frantically 
trying to find Jesus and to bring Him back to heal his boy.  Cana is about 25 miles from Capernaum and 3, 000 feet 
above sea level.  Capernaum is on the Sea of Galilee and is about 600 feet below sea level - so those 25 miles are 
all uphill.  We don’t know if the man walked or traveled on horseback or in a chariot but however he traveled, he 



traveled fast.  He didn’t know how much time his son has left and he has to bring Jesus to Capernaum  as fast as he 
can.  This is the dad racing to the hospital in the dead of night.  This is the mom praying that the ambulance will get 
here in time or waiting beside the phone for the doctor to call back.  Most of us have been there at one time or 
another and know what this father was feeling.   
 
Exhausted by his 25 mile climb, the father finally reaches the village of Cana and follows the crowds to Jesus where 
he begs Him to return with him immediately to Capernaum to heal his son. There’s no time to lose.  We have to go 
NOW.  But Jesus gives him a very strange answer. “So Jesus said to him, "Unless you people see signs and wonders, 
you simply will not believe." (vs. 48)  Last week, we looked at the first miracle Jesus performed.  When Jesus’ 
mother asked Him to rescue the wedding which had ran out of wine, He said, “What is that to you and Me?  My 
hour has not come.”  And when this man begs Jesus to return home with him and heal his son, Jesus replies, 
“Unless you see signs and wonders, you simply will not believe.”  Jesus’ answer to Mary was the key to 
understanding what turning the water into wine meant and now, Jesus’ answer to the official is the key to 
understanding the miracle that’s about to take place. What does Jesus mean?  Jesus is not just talking about this 
man.  He’s talking about all Galileans; in fact, all Jews; all people for that matter. Jesus says that the mistake people 
make is thinking that seeing is believing; that if I could just see a miracle, then I could have faith.   But throughout 
the gospel of John, many people see Jesus perform a miracle, but when Jesus calls on them to trust Him, they 
refuse and ask for another miracle.  That’s why Jesus says, seeing is not believing.  It doesn’t take any faith to 
believe in what you already can see, feel, or touch.  If I can see it, I don’t need faith.  If I can feel it, I don’t need 
faith.  Faith is believing when I can’t see, when I can’t feel, when I don’t experience it directly; which means that 
faith is believing God more than I believe my senses or my understanding.  So when this dad asks Jesus for help, 
Jesus asks, “Are you like these other Galileans who have to see before they’ll believe?”  But this desperate dad is 
not here to debate theology.  “The royal official said to Him, "Sir, come down before my child dies."  Jesus said to 
him, "Go; your son lives." (49-50)   Did Jesus give this man what he asked for?  Yes, the life of his boy is spared.  
Jesus just didn’t give it to him in the way he asked.  He wants Jesus to come to Capernaum to heal his son.  And 
Jesus says, “That’s not necessary.  I’ve already healed him.  Go home.”  And now this man’s faith is really tested.  
Does he take Jesus at His word and walk away?  Or does he keep begging Jesus to go home with him?  He’s heard 
that Jesus can heal people.  But when Jesus heals, He always touches the people or says something to them or 
prays.  But Jesus is always there with them. But this time Jesus won’t be there. Can this dad trust that his son is ok 
without Jesus coming to house and actually healing his son before his eyes – because Jesus says so?  Or does this 
father have to see before he’ll believe?  That’s what’s unique about this particular sign.  Will this man believe 
without seeing and return home without Jesus?  Or will he keep insisting that Jesus return home with Him so he 
can SEE Jesus heal his son?  “The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started off.”  So here’s a 
Galilean who doesn’t have to see before he’ll believe.  Jesus said his son lives and that’s good enough for him.  
That’s how faith works.  Once we have a promise from God, we don’t keep worrying about whether God will do 
what He says.  Faith is trusting in the word of Christ, regardless of what we see, feel, or experience, because His 
word is far more reliable and trustworthy than what I can see, feel, or touch. 
 
“As he was now going down (back down the road to Capernaum), his slaves met him, saying that his son was living. 
So he inquired of them the hour when he began to get better. Then they said to him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour 
the fever left him." So the father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus said to him, "Your son lives"; and he 
himself believed and his whole household.” (51-53)   The man returns home alone.  Jesus said, “Your boy is fine,” 
and this father believed Him.   In fact, this dad was so confident that his son was ok that he took his own sweet 
time getting home.  Notice when he runs into his servants on the road: the following day.  When he meets his 
servants who have come to look for him, and they tell him, “Your son is healed!  He didn’t die!  He’s healthy 
again,” and the father asks, “When did my boy start to improve?” his servant answers, “Yesterday, about 1 p.m., 
his fever broke.”  “Yesterday?”  It’s probably a 4-5 hour journey back to Capernaum from Cana; and it’s all 
downhill.  I would think that as soon as Jesus told this dad to go home because his son was fine, that he would 
have raced back to see if it was true - which would have him home between 5 and 6 p.m. in the afternoon – and 
long before his servants would have even left to look for him. But the dad doesn’t arrive that afternoon or even 
that evening.  His servants don’t meet him on the road until the following day!  We don’t know what he was doing 
during that time. Maybe he had some official business to transact in Cana.  Maybe he was just bushed from his 
rapid journey up there and got a room and crashed.  We don’t know why the man didn’t go home immediately, 



but one thing is for sure.  As soon as Jesus told him, “Your son lives,” this man knew the crisis was over.  There was 
no hurry getting home now.  That’s real faith – believing without seeing. 
 
What does this sign reveal about Jesus? Well, what did this father learn about Jesus from this sign?  He hoped that 
Jesus could heal his son.  That’s why he rushed up to Cana.  He hoped that Jesus would return home with him, pray 
for his son, speak some kind of incantation over his son, lay hands on his son – do something to save his life.  What 
this dad didn’t expect was for Jesus to agree to heal his son – but to do it from Cana.  Suppose it was your child 
who was dying and you call your doctor and you expect him to say, “There’s nothing I can do for him at my office.  
Get him to the ER and I’ll meet you there.”  But instead he says, “Your boy is fine now.  Relax.  I’ll see if I can fit him 
in next week for a follow up but he’s healthy as a horse.”  “But Doc…”  “Your boy is fine.  I’ve got another call, 
good-bye.”  And your son who was barely conscious and burning up with fever when you called is tugging on your 
shirt and asking what there is to eat.  What would you think?  “That guy’s some doctor.  I’ve never heard of long-
distance healing; but he’s right.  My son is fine.  How did he know?”  I think that is what went through this father’s 
mind.  It wasn’t just that Jesus healed his son; it was how Jesus healed him.  Jesus could heal a kid in Capernaum 
while Jesus was still in Cana.  Who does that? What does this sign reveal about Jesus?  Jesus is Lord of both time 
and space.  The boy is not only healed far from where Jesus was, he is healed the minute Jesus says he’s healed.  
Time is no obstacle to Jesus.  Space is no obstacle to Jesus.  He is able to do whatever He wants, whenever He 
wants, wherever He wants.  And because Jesus is Lord of time and space, He sees things from a far different 
perspective than we who are subject to time and space can; which brings us to our third question; what does this 
sign tell us about us? 
 
Let’s go back to what Jesus said was the big lesson of this sign. "Unless you people see signs and wonders, you 
simply will not believe."  Jesus says that the reason people don’t believe is because they trust what they see more 
than what God says. Let’s say you’re having financial problems and so you pray, “God, please provide what we 
need.”   A couple of days later, an unexpected check arrives in the mail which gives you exactly what you need that 
week and you say, “God answered my prayer.”  Was that faith?  It depends on when you believed.  If you believed 
that God was going to provide when you prayed, it was faith.  If it wasn’t until you saw the check that you believed 
God heard your prayer, your faith wasn’t in God; your faith was in what you could see.  Just like the Galileans, you 
couldn’t believe until you saw; and that means that I trust in what I see more than I trust in what God promises.  
Asking for God for help isn’t necessarily faith.  Philip. 4:19 says, “And my God will supply all your needs according to 
His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”  Matthew 6:33 says, "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you.” 2 Cor. 9:8 says, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed;”  God’s word says 
God will take care of me but my circumstances – what I can see – tell me I’m in trouble. Who will I believe? Do I 
keep reminding God every day, “Uh, Lord.  I still need that cash.  I’m still just as broke.  I really pray that You’ll do 
something, Lord.” “Lord, it’s been a week now and I’m still broke – just in case You forgot.” “Father, I know I’ve 
been praying about this for a while, but You just don’t seem to get it. We’re getting down to the last minute now.  
Are You going to come through?”  Or, like this dad, do I just take Jesus at His word and go on with my 
responsibilities, confident that God will take care of His, even though I can’t see it yet?  Faith isn’t worrying and 
nagging God and looking at the clock and hoping He’ll come through in time.  Faith is taking Him at His word, and 
resting because I know that Jesus is Lord of time and space and sees my circumstances far differently than I can 
see them.  
 
Unbelief is simply getting stuck in our own perspective. Unbelief is not so much an absence of faith as it is 
misdirected faith; putting our faith in the wrong thing. Every person is a person of faith.  Everybody trusts 
something.  I either trust myself, my senses, my feelings, my reason, my culture – or I trust God.  That is why, as we 
see in this story, the journey of faith in God always involves learning to distrust ourselves; to recognize that I don’t 
know everything or see everything or can do everything but God can; and to trust Him more than I trust myself.  
When did this dad believe Jesus - when he stopped trying to get Jesus to come home with him.  When he realized 
that he didn’t have to see Jesus heal for Jesus to heal; when he realized that Jesus was Lord of time and space and 
didn’t fit into the box he had put Jesus in.   Learning to distrust ourselves and allowing for the possibility that 
maybe I don’t know everything, maybe I can’t see everything; maybe I can’t accomplish everything opens the door 
to faith in God.  Let me give you one illustration that’s really helped me.  Do you ever worry?  Sure, everybody 



worries.  But what is worry?  Worry is confidence that I know the future.  I know what’s probably going to happen 
and that’s why I’m worried.  Worry is putting my faith in what I think the future holds rather than in the One who 
holds the future.   And as long as I imagine that I can know or anticipate what the future holds, I’ll never defeat 
worry.  I think if my faith in God was stronger, then I wouldn’t worry; but the truth is, until my faith in myself is 
weaker, I will never be free of worry.   A few months back, I was having some minor but nagging health problems – 
and I had no idea of what they were – and so, of course, my mind goes to the darkest place. “I’ve got cancer.  I’m 
going to die. I’ll never see my grand kids grow up.  I’ll leave Laurie all alone.  I’ll never break a minute in the 100 
fly.”  I thought, if I just knew what was wrong with me, I could live with this but it’s the not knowing that’s driving 
me crazy.  I finally realized that I’m on a “need to know” relationship with God.  If He hasn’t revealed it, I don’t 
need to know it.  I don’t know my future.  I could drop dead tomorrow.  God could call me home today.  I’m one 
heart beat, one aneurism, away from eternity.  All the days that were ordained for me have already been written 
and I will leave this life the instant God has already decreed.  I don’t know my future.  Only God does and His 
intentions toward me are only the best.  And I discovered that the more I focused on the fact that I’m not capable 
of knowing what the future holds, the easier it is to trust Him with that future.  Unbelief is assuming we know 
when we don’t.  That’s why Solomon writes in Proverbs 3:5, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean 
on your own understanding.”   Can you see the contrast?  I can trust God completely – or I can rely on my 
understanding, my knowledge, what I can see.  But I can’t do both.  That’s why faith in God is as much a healthy 
distrust of ourselves as it is confidence in God. 
 
Here’s something else we learn about ourselves from this sign; the journey of faith is a long journey.  Notice that 
when this dad finds out that his son was healed at Capernaum the exact hour Jesus had told him back in Cana that 
his son was healed, the man and his whole family believe in Jesus.  First he believed that Jesus could heal his boy 
and when Jesus does, the man starts believing in Jesus Himself.  By exercising a little bit of faith, he ends up with 
more faith; and that’s the way our faith grows as well.  Perhaps this morning you feel like the dad did at the 
beginning of this story: overwhelmed, frantic, and in over your head.  For perhaps the first time in your life, you 
have to face the fact that you can’t handle it all by yourself.  You’re losing confidence in yourself and realizing you 
need outside help.  And if that’s where you are today, that’s good news, because that’s where faith is always born; 
when we stop trusting in ourselves and look for help elsewhere.  Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-30 "Come to Me, all 
who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."  If you’re 
overwhelmed with life this morning, you can come to Jesus.  No matter how weak you are, His strength is 
sufficient.  No matter how bad you are, His grace is sufficient.  No matter how big your problems are, His ability to 
solve them is bigger.  No matter how powerful the thing that is overwhelming you right now may be, Jesus is more 
powerful.  He’s able to help.  He’s ready to help.  He wants to help.   Like the father in this story, all you have to do 
is to ask.  Or maybe you’re like this dad in the middle of the story.  You’ve come to Jesus and asked for help.  Now 
it’s time to trust Him to solve this thing in His own way and in His own time; time to let Him be God and not try to 
tell Him how and when He’s going to work.  Just relax.  Get on with your responsibilities and trust Him to take care 
of His.  The Bible is clear that worry, fear, and anxiety are not on God’s agenda for His kids.  So don’t wait until you 
see before you believe.  That’s not faith.  Faith is believing without seeing- because that’s what Jesus did. 
 
On the night before He was crucified, Jesus agonized in prayer in the garden, “Father, all things are possible for 
You.  Remove this cup from Me – yet not My will but Yours be done.”  Jesus was overwhelmed.  He had come to 
die for the sins of the world but now that the moment was here, He was terrified at the prospect of enduring the 
righteous wrath of God against the whole of human guilt and sin on the cross, enduring the pains of hell in our 
place.  So He prays that if there is any other way to do God’s will, let’s choose that one.  “But not My will but Yours 
be done.”  Jesus was terrified to go to the cross but He went anyway.  Why?  Hebrews 12:2 says it was because of 
the joy set before Him.  What joy set before Him?  The joy of returning to heaven?  If heaven was His joy, He never 
would have left.  It was the joy of saving us from sin and from death.  Isaiah 53:10-12 says, “But the LORD was 
pleased To crush Him, putting {Him} to grief; If He would render Himself {as} a guilt offering, He will see {His} 
offspring, He will prolong {His} days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.  As a result of the 
anguish of His soul, He will see {it and} be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify 
the many, As He will bear their iniquities. Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, And He will divide the 
booty with the strong; Because He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He 



Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors.”  Isaiah 53 is not only a great passage on the 
substitutionary death of the Messiah, it tells us what was going on in Jesus’ mind as He went to the cross.  God 
promised Him that if He would allow Himself to be crushed and grieved, if he would make himself an offering for 
the guilt of our sins, He would see His children (meaning those who were saved by His death), He would see God’s 
good will accomplished through His death and He would prolong His days (meaning that He would live after the 
cross.) In the garden, Jesus couldn’t see any of those things.  He had to believe without seeing.  And because He 
did, we have eternal life.  Now Jesus calls on us to follow His example and believe without seeing.  We can do it 
because He who lives in us has already done it for us. If you’re not a Christian, just tell Him you want to become 
one.  Tell Him you’re sorry for all the wrong and selfish things you’ve done and ask Him to forgive you, and He will.  
He promises, “Those who come to Me I will in no way cast out.” If you believe that He is God’s Son and that He 
died on the cross so that your sins could be forgiven and rose from the dead to prove that God accepted His 
sacrifice, then ask Him to come into your life and wash you clean and make you God’s child and give you the 
strength and ability to conquer whatever it is that’s so overwhelming right now. 
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