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I have a good friend who’s committed to living simply. And recently, I learned just how 
seriously he takes this commitment. He was in the process of changing jobs. And as it turned 
out, his new job was far more lucrative than his old one. In fact, his annual salary would more 
than double. Now, when he told me about this, I said, “Sweet! That’s fantastic!” But then he 
said, “yeah…so I asked if they’d be willing to lower my salary.” Now, when he said that, my first 
thought wasn’t, “yeah, I was thinking the same thing…I wouldn’t want to make that much 
money either!” No. I was shocked. I thought, “Who would do that?” See, my friend truly wants 
to depend on God for protection and provision. He doesn’t want to depend on money for these 
things. And therefore, he’s reticent to accumulate wealth. Now, I don’t think you need to 
negotiate your salary this way. But I want you to think about my friend’s concern. He genuinely 
believes that wealth could negatively impact his relationship with God. And, as we’ll see today, 
that concern is profoundly biblical. And here’s what struck me about our conversation: that 
concern had never entered my mind. Sure, I knew that greed was bad. And yet, I’d tacitly 
assumed that money was simply good. And therefore, more money was better. I saw money as 
a pure blessing. But my friend saw it as a potential barrier; a barrier to faith in God. And in that 
moment, I realized that I was a product of my culture.    

We’re currently in a series entitled Kingdom or Culture? Jesus shows us what life under 
God’s reign looks like. And He continually contrasts his kingdom with the culture of first century 
Israel. Time and again Jesus says, in effect, “Here’s what you think; but here’s what God thinks.” 
According to the Bible, we’ll either be shaped by our culture, or by God’s kingdom. So we’re 
looking at how Jesus confronted His own culture; and how he confronts ours. Today, we’re 
talking about money. And this is an issue where Jesus is on a collision course with our culture.  

America is prosperous; insanely, ridiculously prosperous. By any standard of measure, 
we’re the richest people to ever walk the face of the earth.1 Our median household income is 
somewhere around $50,000. And if you make that, you’re richer than 98% of the world.2 If 
you’re average here, you’re rich almost anywhere else. Our culture is prosperous. We have 
excessive amounts of stuff. Each year, we spend 165 billion dollars on food we don’t eat.3 We 

                                                           
1 Steve Corbett and Brian Fickert, When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty without Hurting the Poor and 

Yourself (Chicago: Moody, 2014); 27. 
2 See http://www.globalrichlist.com/. 
3 See https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/wasted-food-IP.pdf 
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have over 40 billion dollars in unused gift cards.4 So we have more than we need. And yet, we 
want more. If any culture in history has valued stuff, it’s this one. So money is good. And more 
money is better. And that’s why, when my friend talked about wanting “less”, I was shocked; 
because I’m as much a product of this culture as anyone. We live in a world of maximizing 
assets, and limiting liabilities.  

But Jesus says that material assets can become an enormous spiritual liability. According 
to Jesus, wealth isn’t bad. And poverty isn’t good. In itself, money is neutral. But in the hands of 
sinful people, money is dangerous; because, it can keep us from trusting in Jesus. But why? 
Why can money be a barrier to belief? That’s what today’s passage is about.  

If you have a Bible, turn to Mark 10, starting in verse 17. In this text, Jesus presents us 
with two alternatives; we can either trust in him; or, we can trust in wealth. If we place our 
ultimate trust in wealth, we won’t trust in Jesus. And we’ll lose him. But ironically, if we place 
our ultimate trust in Jesus, we’ll find wealth. But the wealth Jesus offers isn’t merely financial. 
It’s far better. It’s far more satisfying. And, it endures forever. 

1. Trust in Wealth; Lose Jesus: So we’re looking at faith in wealth, and faith in Jesus.  
Let’s begin by looking at wealth. Jesus offers us comfort, security, provision and sufficiency. But 
wealth also seems to offer these things, doesn’t it? And that’s why wealth competes with Jesus 
for our trust. It can hinder us from coming to him. And that’s what a character in our passage 
discovers. Let’s look at this story. “And as He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him 
and knelt before Him, and began asking Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?" (v. 17). A young man approaches Jesus. And this man is very impressive. Mark, Matthew 
and Luke all mention this character. And all three note that he’s wealthy. Matthew adds that 
he’s young. And Luke adds that he’s a ruler; he’s an authority in the local Jewish community. 
And that’s why Christians refer to this man as the “rich young ruler.” This is an impressive guy.  

But he’s impressed by Jesus. This man runs up to him. And then, he kneels down. He 
shows Jesus great deference and respect. And he calls Jesus, “Good Teacher.” He sees Jesus as a 
righteous man, and a religious authority; someone with unique insight into God’s will. And 
that’s why he asks Jesus such a weighty question: “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” In 
other words, “what must I do to be saved? To enter God’s eternal kingdom, and live forever?” In 
that day, some Jews believed that eternal life could be obtained through a single good deed. So 
this man wants to know what that “good deed” is; that “one thing” he must do to seal his 
eternal deal.  

Now, I’ll be honest: if I were Jesus, I’d be eager to get this guy on my team. He’s wealthy. 
He’s probably attractive. He has cultural and religious influence. And he’s a sincere seeker. He 
wants to have a right relationship with God. I’d be eager to get this guy on my team. But Jesus 
doesn’t seem that eager. And he doesn’t invite this guy to follow him; at least not initially. 
Instead, he questions him. He says, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God 
                                                           

4 See http://www.cardhub.com/edu/gift-card-market-size/. 
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alone” (v. 18). Jesus pulls a Jesus here. And he answers this man’s question with a question. But 
Jesus’ question seems bizarre, doesn’t it? What are we to make of it? Is Jesus saying, “Why do 
you call me good? Don’t do that! No human is really good. Not even me. Only God is good”? Is 
Jesus denying his own goodness? And, by extension, is he denying his “God-ness”; his equality 
with God? Well, no. Jesus isn’t saying, “I’m not good,” or “I’m not God.” Actually, I don’t think 
Jesus is trying to disclose anything about himself. He’s not disclosing. Rather, he’s exposing. 
Jesus wants to expose this man’s inadequacy; his lack of goodness. This man impulsively calls 
Jesus, “good.” He presumes to know what goodness is. And he assumes that eternal life is 
within his grasp. It’s just one good deed away. In response, Jesus says, “why do you call me 
good?” In other words, “what do you mean by “good”? Do you really know what goodness is?” 
And then, Jesus says, “only God is good.” In other words, only God has the kind of goodness 
that characterizes eternal life. Humans don’t have it. Nor can they attain it. Jesus is exposing 
this man’s lack of goodness. And he continues to drive this point home.  

He says, "You know the commandments, 'Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do 
not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother" (v. 19). In 
the Old Testament, people demonstrated their faith in God by living according to his laws. So 
Jesus quotes a sampling of the 10 Commandments. And he says, “You know what a faithful 
person looks like.” And in response, the man says, "Teacher, I have kept all these things from my 
youth up" (v. 20). In other words, “I’ve obeyed, Jesus. I’ve done everything the law requires.” 
This man has sincerely tried to obey the law. And yet, he wants to make sure that he’s covered 
all his bases; that he’s left no stone of obedience unturned. He wants to attain the goodness of 
eternal life. But Jesus shatters his entire paradigm.   

“And looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him, and said to him, "One thing you lack: go 
and sell all you possess, and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow Me" (v. 21). This man feared that he lacked something necessary to inherit eternal life. 
And Jesus confirms his fear. He says, “There is one thing you lack. You need to follow me.” Now 
think of how explosive that statement is. Jesus isn’t saying, “you’ve done a lot of good things. 
Now, just do one more, and you’ll be saved.” No. He’s saying, “you lack the one and only thing 
that will give you eternal life. You need to follow me.” See, this man obeyed the law. He was 
externally righteous. Yet, Jesus says he’s lacking. His obedience wasn’t enough. It won’t give 
him eternal life. So he can’t attain God’s goodness. If the man wants eternal life, he must follow 
Jesus. He must trust in him. See the whole Old Testament is a story that points to Jesus. And the 
Old Testament law reveals our need for Christ. The law can’t save us. It only shows us we need 
to be saved. The law hasn’t made this man as good as God. Therefore, he must look away from 
the law, to Jesus. Only Jesus can save him and give him eternal life. 

Jesus has exposed this man’s spiritual poverty. He challenges the man to renounce his 
moral achievements, and trust in him. But he also challenges him to renounce his material 
achievements; to sell everything he has, and give to the poor.  
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And that seems like a tough command to swallow, doesn’t it? What is Jesus saying? Is he 
really telling this man to take a vow of poverty; to give all of his wealth to the poor? Some take 
it that way. But I don’t think that’s quite what Jesus is saying. When Jesus called people to 
follow him, they left their natural families. And they joined Jesus’ family. Jesus saw his group of 
followers as an alternative family. And he expected them to act like a family, and meet each 
other’s material needs. Now, Jesus speaks of this family dynamic later in the passage.5 And we 
need to keep it in mind here. In context, I think Jesus is asking this man to transfer his wealth 
from his natural family, to Jesus’ family. Jesus wants him to sell his family’s possessions; to 
liquidate his assets; and then, to begin using his wealth to meet the needs of poor Christians. 
And in a strong-group culture like this one, that’s exactly what people did. If a member of your 
group was in need, the entire group was responsible to meet it. And people in strong-group 
cultures still think this way.  

Back in 1998, the nation of South Korea experienced a great deal of economic turmoil. 
And the country was in danger of defaulting on 20 billion dollars of foreign debt. And here’s the 
crazy thing; the entire nation felt responsible to pay off the deficit! In fact, ordinary people 
started donating their jewelry to the government.6 Now, I think our national debt is somewhere 
around 900 bajillion dollars now, right? I’ll be honest; I’ve never felt the slightest inclination to 
say, “honey, you know that pendant I bought you last Christmas. Let’s give it to Uncle Sam. After 
all, that debt isn’t going to pay itself down, right?”  That thought hasn’t crossed my mind. We 
live in a weak-group culture. But Jesus establishes the church as a strong-group culture; as a 
family. He expects his disciples to meet each other’s needs; and – if necessary – to sell their 
possessions to do it. We’ll return to that point later.  

Jesus asks this man to trust him; and to use his wealth to meet needs. But it’s too much 
for the man to bear. “But at these words his face fell, and he went away grieved, for he was one 
who owned much property” (v. 22). When Jesus asks this man to sell his property, his face 
grows dark. And he’s sad. See, he liked Jesus; he respected Jesus; and he’s sad to lose Jesus. But 
he didn’t like Jesus enough, or respect Jesus enough, to trust him and lose his stuff; because 
ultimately, he wanted his stuff, more than the savior.  

And Jesus sees this as a teachable moment. “And [He] looking around, said to His 
disciples, "How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!" 24And 
the disciples were amazed at His words.” (vv. 23-24). Jesus says that wealth can be a barrier to 
God. And the disciples find this statement absolutely shocking. And here’s why. Today, many 
people have a negative view of the rich. But in Jesus’ day, wealth was a sign of divine favor. The 
Jews believed that God rewarded the righteous with wealth. And the Old Testament says as 
much in numerous places (e.g. Job 1:10; 42:10; Psalm 128:1-2; Isaiah 3:10). So the disciples 

                                                           
5 See vv. 28-30. See also Acts 4:32-36 for evidence that the early Christians interpreted Jesus’ command in this 

manner.  
6 “International/Asia: Is Korea Ready to Explode?” Newsweek, January 12, 1998.  
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assumed that financial wealth equaled spiritual wealth. If a person was doing well financially, 
he was doing well spiritually. So when Jesus says, “it’s hard for rich people to enter God’s 
kingdom,” the disciples hear; “it’s hard for righteous, godly people to enter God’s kingdom.” 
And they’re shocked. But then Jesus says something even more shocking.  
 “But [He] answered again and said to them, "Children, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! 25 "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God (vv. 24-25).” According to Jesus, it’s easier for a camel – the largest 
animal in Palestine – to go through the smallest imaginable opening; than it is for a rich man to 
enter God’s kingdom. In other words, it’s impossible. In fact, it’s more than impossible. That’s 
Jesus’ point. And in response, the disciples ask a very reasonable question.      

“And they were even more astonished and said to Him, "Then who can be saved?" (v. 26). 
In other words, “Jesus, if a righteous, wealthy man, who is earnestly seeking salvation can’t be 
saved, then who can be? I mean this sounds impossible!” And in response, Jesus says, “exactly.” 
“Looking upon them, Jesus said, "With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are 
possible with God” (v. 27). Jesus says, “humanly speaking, salvation is impossible; even for 
righteous, wealthy, attractive, earnest people.” And that’s what Jesus was trying to teach the 
rich young ruler, wasn’t it? That he couldn’t accomplish salvation; because salvation is God’s 
accomplishment. God alone saves. All we do is depend on him.  

Remember what Jesus said back in verse 16? Greg preached about this last week. “Truly, 
I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it” (v. 16). 
We can’t buy eternal life. We can only receive it. But to do so, we must acknowledge our 
helplessness. We’re like infants. We have nothing to offer. All we do is say, “wah!” right? We 
say, “help!” And God does everything. Jesus is reminding the disciples of this reality. Notice, he 
calls them “children,” in verse 24. The disciples are like children; they’re utterly dependent on 
their heavenly Father.  

So Jesus is teaching us two things. First, that salvation is humanly impossible. We can’t 
save ourselves. We must depend wholly on God’s grace and power. But second, he’s saying that 
wealth blinds us to this reality. Wealth keeps us from seeing our need for God. And thus, it’s a 
barrier to entering his kingdom. It’s a barrier to dependence.  

So how does this passage speak to us as 21st century Westerners? To people who are – 
in large part – insanely wealthy; especially compared to the rest of the world? As we think 
about this passage, there are two errors we must avoid. First, we can interpret this story too 
rigidly. Some read this story and think, “ok, in order to be saved, I must sell all of my 
possessions.” But that’s problematic for two reasons. First, it turns salvation into a kind of 
achievement, which cuts against the grain of the passage. We don’t merit salvation by selling 
our stuff; we can’t put God in our debt. Second, Jesus himself doesn’t require everyone to do 
this. As you read through the gospels, it’s clear that some of the disciples continued to own 
property. Jesus doesn’t ask all of his followers to sell everything they own. So we shouldn’t 
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interpret this story too rigidly. But second, we shouldn’t take this story too lightly. We might 
read this and think, “This guy decided not to follow Jesus. But I do follow Jesus. And sure, I might 
be wealthy. But I’ve already squeezed through the eye of the needle, right? So I’m good. This 
story isn’t relevant to me.” But that also misses the point. Jesus isn’t simply talking about 
entering the kingdom; he’s teaching us about the nature of faith. And he warns that faith can 
be stifled by wealth. And that’s true whether I’ve been a Christian for 40 years, or 40 minutes. 
In Mark 4, Jesus warns that there’s a superficial kind of faith that can be choked out by the 
“deceitfulness of riches” (4:19). Some people seem to be following Jesus. But then, they’re lured 
away by wealth. So I must be vigilant. I need to make sure that day by day, I’m trusting in Christ, 
and not in money.   

And that brings us to the crucial question. How does wealth become a barrier to faith? 
How can it keep me from depending on God? I think wealth can hinder faith in two ways. First, 
wealth can become an idol; a god-substitute. God says, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 
But money seems to give us security. God says, “I will richly supply all of your needs in Christ 
Jesus.” But money seems, “I will supply all of your needs, not Jesus.” God says, “Hope in me.” 
But wealth says, “you want hope for the future? Get as much of me as you can!” So wealth 
seems to offer what God already does. And if we’re not careful, we can begin to look to money 
for what only God can provide. That’s one reason wealth is a barrier to dependence. Second, 
wealth can make us feel morally superior; that we’re better than other people; like we’ve 
somehow “made it” and they haven’t. If you’ve ever gone into someone’s house and thought, 
“my house is better decorated,” if you’ve ever felt insecure around someone and thought, “well, 
I have a nicer car; or a bigger house; or a better job; or whatever,” you know that’s true. And 
when you feel superior, you don’t feel inadequate. You don’t feel helpless. So dependence on 
God begins to feel foreign. Money mimics God. And it makes us feel self-sufficient. And thus it 
can stifle dependence. And that’s why Jesus goes after this guy’s wealth. He challenges him to 
relinquish his functional god. But this guy doesn’t want to admit he’s inadequate. He doesn’t 
want to become like a child; to look in faith to Jesus for everything. He’s got money. He’s 
sufficient. And so, he holds on to money. And he lets go of Jesus. 

Jesus says it’s hard for the wealthy to enter God’s kingdom. And history has proven him 
correct. Andrew Walls notes that the center of Christianity is always moving. It has moved from 
Jerusalem, to Rome, to Europe, to America. And now, the center of Christianity is moving South 
and East.7 And if you look at church history, here’s what you’ll find. Christianity flourishes on 
the margins. Poor and disenfranchised people flock to Jesus. But as Christians gain power and 
wealth, they tend to lose interest in the faith. Christianity slowly loses influence in affluent 
places. And God’s kingdom advances elsewhere. The Pew Forum did a study on wealth and faith. 
And they found that people in wealthier nations put less emphasis on the need to believe  

                                                           
7 See http://www.christiancentury.org/article/%252Fexpansion-christianityan-interview-withandrew-walls. 
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in God.8 So the truth of Jesus’ statement echoes throughout history.     
So we need to be vigilant. Wealth isn’t bad. But trusting in wealth is disastrous. So how 

can I tell if I’m trusting in wealth? If I’m looking to wealth for something only God can give? 
Here are three questions to ask yourself: 

First, “Am I capable of enjoying what I have?” Can I enjoy what God has given me? Or, 
am I constantly thinking about what I lack? As my kids are getting older, their tastes are getting 
more refined. A few days ago, I was coming home from work. And on my way home, I stopped 
to get my kids some ice cream. And as I opened the front door, I expected to be greeted with 
shouts of praise and adulation. “Greatest Dad ever!!” But instead, my kids were indignant. 
“Why did you get me cotton candy?!!” “I wanted chocolate!” “That’s not the cone I wanted!” So 
apparently, my kids didn’t get exactly what they wanted. And they were devastated. They’re 
already learning how to find the cloud in every silver lining. As humans, we acquire that skill 
pretty early, don’t we? Can you enjoy what you have? Can you look at your home and just be 
thankful? Can you enjoy something; a book, or toy, or whatever, for more than a few weeks? Or, 
are you constantly spending because you want the next best thing?   

Here’s the second question to ask; “Does my happiness ebb and flow with my 
purchases?” What are you excited about in life? Is it just the next thing you can buy? Do you 
buy things to cheer yourself up? Or, can you find happiness in experiences? In doing something? 
In relationships? In service? In prayer? In Scripture? 

Here’s a third question to ask:  Is my “success story basically a story of financial success”? 
We all live by a script. We each have a narrative for our lives. So as you look to the future, what 
does your “happy ending” look like? Is it just making more money? Having nicer stuff? Moving 
to a nicer area? Or, do you want to make a difference for Christ’s kingdom? Are you excited 
about meeting needs? About leading people to Jesus? Are you excited about eternity with Jesus? 
See, if you’re hope for the future is just a hope for financial prosperity, you’ve got to ask, “what 
am I actually hoping in? Is it really Jesus?” We need to guard against the lure of wealth. We 
need to see that wealth competes with Jesus for our trust. And second, we need to see that 
what we have in Jesus is better than money. 

2. Trust in Jesus, Find Wealth: Let’s look at the end of this passage. “Peter began to  

say to Him, "Behold, we have left everything and followed You” (v. 28). Apparently, Peter is in a 
self-congratulatory mood. After this man departs, he says. “Lord, we did what that man wasn’t 
willing to do.” And in a sense, that was true. The disciples hadn’t sold everything. But they had 
left everything. They’d left their families, and their businesses. They no longer had emotional or 
economic support. So Peter is saying, “Lord, we’ve really gone out on a limb for you.” And in 
response, Jesus makes this beautiful promise. He says, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who 

                                                           
8 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/03/12/how-do-americans-stand-out-from-the-rest-of-the-

world/. 
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has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for 
the gospel’s sake, 30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, 
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; 
and in the age to come, eternal life. 31 "But many who are first will be last, and the last, first.” 
(vv. 29-31). Jesus says, “if you give something up to follow me, I’ll give it back to you one 
hundred times over.” Now, we need to be careful not misconstrue this. Jesus isn’t saying, 
“everyone who follows me is going to get one hundred houses.” This isn’t the health and wealth 
gospel. No, look at the items Jesus lists; houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, farms. In context, 
Jesus is saying this; “if you leave your family to follow me, I’ll give you a new family. You’ll have 
new siblings; new mothers. And, you’ll have access to their goods. Their houses will be your 
houses. Their land will be yours.” Jesus promises to meet his disciples’ needs. But look at how 
he meets them. Yes, he gives them financial assets. But he gives these through relationships. He 
give his disciples relational wealth; this network of family members, who are committed to 
caring for them. And, ultimately, he gives them infinite spiritual wealth. He gives them eternal 
life with God. So regardless of the persecutions they face, they get to live with God forever. And 
Jesus ends with a warning. He says a reversal is coming. The first will be last. And the last will be 
first. In other words, many of the winners in this life – the rich, the powerful – are going to miss 
eternal life. That’s what happened to the rich young ruler. But many “losers” will win. They’ll 
trust in Jesus, and enter his kingdom. Jesus ends with a warning. He’s asking us, “which group 
are you going to be in?” Are you going to trust in status or wealth; or, in me?  

Jesus offers us something better than just money. See, Peter is focused on the cost of 
discipleship. But Jesus says, “look at the reward.” We can’t out-give Jesus. Whatever we give, 
he gives it back onehundredfold. Jesus gives us access to his Father. And his Father promises to 
be our Father, and provide for our daily needs. Jesus gives us to a forever family; to care for us 
and walk with us. And he gives us a sure future. He promises us a life that death can’t touch. 
And that’s better than money. Isn’t it?  

See, Jesus isn’t committed to making us miserable. He’s after our joy! He knows money 
is a terrible god! Money won’t make us happy. I recently read a study on wealth and happiness. 
The researchers found that wealthy people are less sad than other people. But they aren’t more 
happy!9 Isn’t that great? Wealthy people can avoid certain hardships. But their experiences of 
happiness are just like everyone else’s. Money won’t make me happy. And it won’t make me 
secure. Several years ago, Boston College conducted a survey of the ultra-rich.10 The people 
surveyed had an average net worth of $78 million dollars. But most of the respondents 
believed they needed more money to be financially secure! Listen, money is a false hope. It 
can’t bear the weight of our souls; our need for peace, and joy and security. It was never 
intended to. 
                                                           

9 See http://spp.sagepub.com/content/early/2015/01/08/1948550614568161.abstract.  
10 See http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2011/04/secret-fears-of-the-super-rich/308419/.  
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So do you see Jesus’ love for us? He wants to free us from our obsession with money. 
When Jesus looks at the rich man, do you remember what Mark says? “He loved him.” Jesus 
loved this man. And he wanted to free him. And here’s what kills me. If Jesus had gone up to a 
sex addict, and said, “leave the brothel; leave the club; leave the computer, and follow me,” I’d 
think, “Jesus is so gracious.” If Jesus had gone up to a heroine addict and said, “leave your 
needle, and follow me,” I’d say, “Jesus is so merciful.” But when Jesus goes up to a wealth addict, 
and says, “leave your wealth,” I say, “how costly. Oh that’s so hard. Did he really mean that?” 
This is a hard passage to accept in America; because Jesus is swimming against a massive 
cultural current. But listen, the things we want most; the things we think money provides; Jesus 
is offering all of them to us. And he can actually deliver on the promise. 

And I’ll close with this. If you’re a Christ-follower, how do you concretely demonstrate 
that you trust in Jesus for protection and provision and joy? You give away your money; 
especially if you’re rich. That’s how we demonstrate faith. A heart transformed by Jesus is 
radically, ridiculously generous. If you really cling to Jesus, you hold money loosely. And the 
question we must ask is this; do we believe – really, truly believe- that Jesus is who he says he is; 
and that he offers us the good life? Jesus wants the wealthy to be radically generous. And that 
begins within the family of faith. That’s the point of this passage; Christians use wealth to meet 
pressing needs within the church. At Creekside, we’re trying to be more intentional about 
meeting needs here. We’re creating a diaconate; that’s a fancy biblical word for a team of 
servants. We’re training people to use our resources, and meet pressing needs. We want to be 
intentionally generous. We’re thinking of new ways to give away money. But listen, generosity 
is an every member commitment. So ask yourself, “do I trust Jesus enough to lose money?” Do 
you know people in need? If not, start praying. Start praying for opportunities. And in your 
community groups, I’m challenging you to make this practical. Talk about this. Brainstorm. 
Figure out what local needs you can meet. I don’t know your opportunities. I don’t know your 
financial situation. So talk through this; share wisdom; and act. 

The ultimate antidote to trusting in money is the gospel. Do you think you lack 
something? God owns everything. And he has already given you his most precious possession; 
Jesus. And Jesus gave everything for you; he poured out his life to death. He took God’s 
judgment against your sin upon himself. He rose to give you new life. God gives you his Spirit, to 
empower and lead you. And as Christians, God provides for our materials needs; and our 
spiritual needs. Scripture says he has given us everything for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3). He 
gives you a faith family to lean on, who will walk beside you. And the Bible also says that one 
day, you will inherit the earth (Matthew 5:5). So one day, God will actually give you everything. 
And he’ll give you himself, forever. What more could you want? What more could God give? 
And what else could we do, but give our lives for him? And give away our money because we 
have such a treasure in heaven? Let’s pray. 
 



10 
 

2016 Creekside Community Church. All rights reserved. Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN  
STANDARD BIBLE® © The Lockman Foundation 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977.  
Used by permission. 
 
 
 


