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Corrective	Measures:	Jonah	1:4-17	

I	stopped	playing	chess	at	an	early	age.	And	here’s	why;	it’s	fun	to	play	chess	against	
people	who	don’t	know	anything	about	chess.	But	once	you	play	someone	who	knows	
something	about	chess,	it’s	not	fun	anymore.	It’s	actually	quite	frustrating;	because	they	see	
things	you	can’t	see.	You’ll	make	a	move.	And	you’ll	think,	“that	was	a	good	move.”	You	may	
even	take	one	of	your	opponent’s	pieces.	But	then	you	realize	it’s	a	trap.	And	it’s	too	late.	
They’ve	got	your	queen.	And	the	game	is	basically	over.	Chess	is	complex.	After	each	player	has	
moved	once,	there	are	400	possible	states	the	board	could	be	in.	After	each	player	has	moved	
twice,	there	are	over	72,000.	After	each	player	has	moved	three	times,	there	are	9	million!1	
That’s	six	moves	into	the	game!	In	theory,	a	single	game	could	last	almost	6000	moves.	And	
here’s	what	fascinates	me	about	chess.	You	have	freedom.	You	control	half	the	pieces.	And	you	
have	innumerable	choices.	But	if	you’re	playing	a	truly	excellent	player,	all	of	that	freedom	
won’t	help	you	much.	You	can	make	all	kinds	of	different	choices.	And	yet,	you’ll	play	right	into	
their	hands;	because	they	see	things	you	can’t	see.	They	see	the	consequences	of	your	
decisions	even	more	clearly	than	you	do.	So	they’re	always	a	few	steps	ahead	of	you.				

And	I	think	that	gives	us	some	idea	of	the	relationship	between	our	choices,	and	God’s	
choices.	God	saves	us	for	a	purpose.	He	saves	us	to	send	us;	to	participate	in	his	redemptive	
mission.	Jesus	says	to	his	disciples,	“I	chose	you	and	appointed	you,	that	you	should	go	and	bear	
fruit;	and	that	your	fruit	should	remain.”2	Jesus	commands	us	to	go,	and	demonstrate	his	love	
through	good	works,	and	proclaim	his	love	through	good	words.	That’s	God’s	choice.	That’s	his	
assignment	for	us.	And	when	we	rebel;	when	we	try	to	“opt	out”	of	God’s	mission;	he	doesn’t	
sit	back	passively.	He’s	not	wringing	his	hands	in	heaven,	saying,	“oh,	I	hope	my	people	get	their	
act	together!”	No.	He	intervenes.	He	overcomes	our	resistance.	He	even	works	through	our	
rebellion.	And	he	will	get	his	people	on	mission,	because	he	will	accomplish	his	purpose.	God	
gets	his	way.	And	when	we	play	chess	against	God,	he	wins.	He	gets	his	people	where	they	
need	to	go,	one	way	or	another.	So	the	question	is	this;	will	we	fulfill	God’s	calling	reluctantly;	
or	will	we	embrace	his	redemptive	purpose?	

We’re	currently	making	our	way	through	the	Old	Testament	book	of	Jonah.	Jonah	is	not	
a	story	about	a	big	fish,	but	about	a	big	God	who	relentlessly	pursues	lost	people;	and	who	
invites	his	people	into	that	mission.3	And	it’s	about	a	reluctant	prophet	who	runs	from	God’s	
mission;	and	in	so	doing,	tries	to	run	from	God	himself.	And	Jonah	is	a	microcosm	of	God’s	
people,	which	is	why	we’ve	entitled	this	series	Jonah	and	the	Runaway	Bride.	This	book	isn’t	
simply	a	character	study	of	Jonah.	It’s	a	story	about	God’s	runaway	bride;	about	Israel	in	the	
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Old	Testament,	and	then,	by	extension,	the	Church	in	the	New.	It’s	about	how	God’s	bride	is	
always	running	away	from	Him	and	from	the	mission	He	has	given	her.	And	it’s	a	story	about	
how	God	is	always	running	us	down,	so	that	we	can	re-join	him	in	running	after	the	lost.			

Last	week,	we	looked	at	why	Jonah	ran,	and	why	we	run	from	God’s	mission.	This	week,	
we’ll	look	at	how	God	responds;	at	the	corrective	measures	God	takes	to	get	Jonah	back	on	
mission.	And	God	takes	the	exact	same	corrective	measures	in	our	lives.	God	will	redirect	us	
back	to	his	mission.	God	will	use	us	in	his	mission,	even	when	we	aren’t	being	very	cooperative.	
And	God	will	preserve	us	for	his	mission.	He	will	sustain	us	to	accomplish	his	purpose.	

1. God	Will	Redirect	Us	to	His	Mission:	Let’s	look	first	at	how	God	redirects	us	to	get		
us	back	on	his	mission.	God	tells	Jonah,	“go	East,	to	Nineveh.”	In	response,	Jonah	goes	to	the	
port-city	of	Joppa,	boards	a	ship,	and	goes	dead-West,	to	Tarshish.	God	makes	the	first	move.	
Jonah	tries	to	counter.	Let’s	see	how	God	responds,	“The	LORD	hurled	a	great	wind	on	the	sea	
and	there	was	a	great	storm	on	the	sea	so	that	the	ship	was	about	to	break	up.	5	Then	the	
sailors	became	afraid	and	every	man	cried	to	his	god,	and	they	threw	the	cargo	which	was	in	the	
ship	into	the	sea	to	lighten	it	for	them.	But	Jonah	had	gone	below	into	the	hold	of	the	ship,	lain	
down	and	fallen	sound	asleep.	6	So	the	captain	approached	him	and	said,	"How	is	it	that	you	are	
sleeping?	Get	up,	call	on	your	god.	Perhaps	your	god	will	be	concerned	about	us	so	that	we	will	
not	perish." 	
	 Jonah	has	barely	left	the	harbor,	when	a	fierce	storm	descends	upon	his	boat.	And	these	
sailors	–	who	aren’t	Jews	–	sense	that	something	supernatural	is	happening.	This	storm	has	
come	out	of	nowhere.	It’s	about	to	destroy	the	boat.	And	the	men	interpret	this	as	a	sign	of	
divine	judgment.	The	gods	are	angry.	So	each	man	starts	crying	out	to	his	god.			
	 Meanwhile,	Jonah	is	in	the	bottom	of	the	ship,	catching	up	on	his	REM	sleep.	And	it’s	
clear	that	he’s	trying	to	escape	from	reality.	I	love	how	the	text	describes	his	flight	from	God.	In	
verse	3,	Jonah	goes	down	to	Joppa.	Then,	he	goes	down	into	the	bowels	of	the	ship.	And	then	
he	lays	down	to	sleep.	Jonah	is	going	down,	down,	down,	away	from	God.	The	Hebrew	text	says	
that	Jonah	is	in	a	“deep	sleep.”	That	same	term	is	used	in	Genesis	2,	when	God	puts	Adam	into	a	
“deep	sleep”	before	removing	his	rib.4	So	Jonah	is	comatose.	This	is	the	sleep	of	despair;	of	
someone	who	doesn’t	want	to	face	reality.	During	my	Junior	year	of	college,	I	fell	behind	in	my	
schoolwork.	And	I	got	so	far	behind	that	I	began	to	panic.	And	I’m	pretty	sure	I	made	myself	
sick.	I	developed	a	fever,	and	it	was	probably	psychosomatic.	But	I	can	remember	lying	in	bed,	
thinking	about	all	the	papers	I	needed	to	write.	And	then,	I’d	just	go	back	to	sleep.	And	I	got	so	
sick	that	I	was	able	to	convince	my	school	to	give	me	a	report	delay.	And	I	got	an	extra	month	
to	complete	all	my	assignments.	And	if	you’re	in	college,	that’s	probably	not	a	good	story	for	
you	to	hear.	“Maybe	I	should	try	that!”	Right?	Don’t	do	that,	ok?	But	that’s	where	Jonah	is.	He	
doesn’t	want	to	face	reality;	to	face	God’s	calling	on	his	life.	He’s	saying,	“God	I	don’t	want	any	
part	of	your	mission.	I’m	checking	out.”	But	God	isn’t	interested	in	giving	Jonah	a	report	delay.	
He	expects	Jonah	to	complete	his	assignment.		
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	 The	captain	of	the	ship	runs	to	Jonah	and	says,	“get	up.”	And	that’s	funny,	because	back	
in	verse	1,	what	did	God	say	to	Jonah?	“Get	up…and	cry	against	Nineveh.”	And	now,	in	verse	6,	
the	captain	says,	“Get	up	and	cry	to	your	God.”	It’s	as	if	God	is	saying	through	the	captain,	“no,	I	
meant	it,	Jonah.	Get	up!	This	isn’t	a	dream.	Stop	running.	We	need	to	have	a	chat.”	God	only	
lets	Jonah	run	for	so	long,	before	he	yanks	the	chain,	and	says,	“Get	back	here.	Get	up.”	
	 And	God	does	the	same	thing	with	us.	We	are	God’s	mission	strategy	in	the	world.	
Scripture	says	that	we	are	a	pilgrim	people.	We’re	sojourning	in	a	foreign	land.	And	we’ve	been	
sent	here	by	King	Jesus,	to	tell	people	about	a	better	country,	ruled	by	a	better	King.	That’s	why	
we’re	here.	But	Christians	can	get	too	comfortable.	We	might	not	actively	run	from	the	mission.	
But	maybe	we	just	settle	down.	And	the	cares	of	life	began	to	slowly	choke	out	our	desire	for	
God’s	mission.	We	can	get	too	comfortable.	And	then,	we	can	start	to	look	inward;	to	focus	
simply	on	our	lives,	or	our	success,	or	even,	our	church,	and	its	programs.	And	if	that	happens,	
God	will	intervene.	He	will	disrupt	us.	He	will	frustrate	us.	And	he	will	even	introduce	
discomfort	into	our	lives	to	get	us	back	on	mission.		
	 There’s	a	great	example	of	this	in	the	book	of	Acts.	Christ’s	earliest	followers	form	this	
community	in	Jerusalem.	And	as	you	read	Luke’s	account	of	this	church,	it’s	hard	not	to	be	
impressed.	First	Baptist	Jerusalem	was	killing	it.	I	mean,	you	want	to	talk	about	fellowship?	Luke	
says,	“everyone	[in	the	church]	was	of	one	heart	and	mind”	(4:32)?	How	was	the	church	doing	
financially?	Well,	Luke	says	that	everyone	shared	everything	they	owned,	with	everyone	else.5	
Not	too	bad.	Did	the	church	have	good	teaching?	Well,	the	preaching	team	was	made	up	of	
Apostles.	So	the	people	who	wrote	the	Bible	were	leading	Bible	studies.	Church	doesn’t	get	any	
better	than	this.	But	in	Acts	7,	God	blows	the	whole	thing	up.	A	man	named	Stephen	preaches	
this	amazing	sermon	about	Jesus.	But	the	local	Jewish	community	is	infuriated	by	his	message.	
The	people	of	Jerusalem	end	up	stoning	him	to	death.	And	then,	they	turn	against	the	church.	
Luke	says,	“…on	that	day	a	great	persecution	began	against	the	church	in	Jerusalem,	and	they	
were	all	scattered	throughout	the	regions	of	Judea	and	Samaria,	except	the	apostles.”6	So	why	
would	God	allow	this	to	happen?	Why	would	he	allow	this	amazing	church	to	disband?	He	
allows	this	because	he	has	a	greater	purpose	for	his	people.	God’s	people	scatter.	But	where	do	
they	go?	Luke	says	they	go,	“throughout	the	regions	of	Judea	and	Samaria.”	Back	in	Acts	1,	
Jesus	told	his	followers	to	be	his	witnesses	“in	Jerusalem	and	in	all	Judea	and	Samaria,	and	to	
the	end	of	the	earth."7	Jesus	didn’t	tell	his	followers	to	start	a	megachurch	in	Jerusalem.	He	told	
them	to	leave.	“Go”	Jesus	says,	“and	make	disciples!”	And	God	uses	this	tragedy	to	get	his	
people	out	of	Jerusalem	and	into	the	mission.	The	people	who	scatter	end	up	preaching	the	
gospel	in	the	exact	places	God	wanted	it	preached.	God	uses	storms	to	redirect	us;	to	keep	us	
externally	focused.	
	 Organizationally,	I	think	Creekside	is	in	a	good	place.	Things	feel	pretty	stable.	But	
stability	can	breed	complacency.	“Success”	can	be	dangerous.	See,	when	a	church	begins,	it’s	in	
survival	mode.	There	aren’t	many	people.	So	the	church	is	eager	to	bring	people	in.	But	once	
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you	reach	enough	people,	things	stabilize.	Money	comes	in.	Structures	get	built.	And	at	that	
point	it’s	tempting	to	sit	back	and	preserve	what	you	have.	And	the	focus	can	subtly	shift	from	
being	a	church	on	mission,	to	just	doing	church	better;	to	providing	better	programs;	better	
ministries;	just	better	stuff	for	Christians.	Now,	there’s	nothing	wrong	with	excellence	or	
programs	or	building	Christian	community.	But	it	becomes	a	massive	problem	when	those	
things	become	a	replacement	for	mission;	because	a	church	without	a	mission	is	like	a	car	
without	an	engine.	God	built	the	church	to	go.	And	when	it	doesn’t	go,	it	just	sits	and	rusts.	And	
churches	that	stop	looking	outward	die.	Thom	Rainer	has	studied	church	death	more	than	just	
about	anyone	else.	And	he	looks	for	signs	of	terminal	illness	in	churches;	signs	that	a	church	is	
about	to	close	its	doors	for	good.	And	almost	all	of	the	signs	that	he	has	discovered	relate	to	
mission.	When	a	church	stops	evangelizing,	stops	reaching	out,	stops	sending	people	out,	it	will	
die.8	In	fact,	according	to	Rainer,	it’s	already	dying.	And	that	shouldn’t	surprise	us,	because	we	
shouldn’t	expect	God	to	bless	things,	or	give	life	to	things	that	don’t	fulfill	his	purposes.	God	
sends	storms	to	keep	us	on	mission.					
	 And	I’m	so	grateful	for	you,	because	I	see	how	so	many	of	you	are	reaching	out	and	
doing	good	and	sharing	Jesus.	So	I	share	these	thoughts	as	an	exhortation,	rather	than	a	
correction.	This	is	an	encouragement.	Let’s	not	grow	weary.	Let’s	remember	why	we’re	here.	
And	let’s	press	into	the	next	phase	of	mission.	It	will	be	uncomfortable.	But	running	from	the	
mission	is	far	less	comfortable	than	pressing	into	it.	Look	at	Jonah.	God	gives	him	a	very	
uncomfortable	assignment;	“Go	and	preach	to	your	enemies.”	Jonah	refuses.	But	life	doesn’t	
get	any	easier!	In	fact,	it	gets	far	less	comfortable.	And	Jonah	is	miserable.	He’s	not	happy.		
	 And	when	we	run	from	mission,	the	Christian	life	starts	to	feel	dull,	and	sleepy.	It	might	
even	feel	a	little	bit	miserable.	Imagine	you	played	on	a	team.	And	all	you	ever	did	was	practice.	
You	never	played.	You	only	prepared.	You	had	player	meetings.	You’d	get	together,	and	talk	
about	the	playbook.	You’d	memorize	the	playbook.	You’d	even	pray	over	the	playbook;	“Oh	
God,	help	us	follow	the	playbook.”	And	then	game-day	comes.	And	you	get	into	the	huddle;	and	
everyone	starts	to	cheer.	But	then,	everyone	just	runs	back	to	the	sidelines.	You	never	run	a	
play.	Imagine	doing	that	season	after	season.	Church	without	mission	is	like	a	team	that	
practices,	but	never	plays.	And	after	awhile,	that	becomes	drudgery.	Sermons;	worship	
services;	fellowship;	classes	–	those	things	energize	us	for	the	mission.	They	help	us	carry	out	
the	mission.	And	when	you	remove	mission;	those	things	begin	to	lose	much	of	their	purpose.	
God	wants	us	to	take	the	next	step	in	mission.	So	what’s	your	next	step?	Maybe	it’s	being	more	
neighborly,	like	my	dad	was	talking	about	last	week.	Maybe	it’s	forming	that	relationship	with	a	
co-worker.	Here’s	a	real	practical	step;	maybe	it’s	inviting	someone	to	one	of	our	Easter	
services	next	Sunday.	It	will	be	a	growth	step.	And	because	it’s	a	growth	step,	it’s	a	discomfort	
step.	But	Jonah	shows	us	that	running	from	the	mission	is	far	less	comfortable	than	running	to	
it.	God	will	get	us	on	mission;	one	way	or	another.	And	here’s	the	reassuring	part;	he	will	use	us	
to	advance	his	mission	even	when	we	aren’t	entirely	compliant.	And	that	brings	us	to	point	2.			
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2. God	Will	Use	Us	in	His	Mission:	Jonah	tries	to	outflank	God.	God	sends	a	storm.	But		
then	Jonah	counters.	He	doesn’t	repent.	He	keeps	rebelling.	But,	once	again,	God	
outmaneuvers	Jonah.				
	 The	ship	is	sinking.	The	sailors	have	cried	to	their	gods,	but	their	gods	aren’t	listening.	
And	they	need	to	find	a	solution	quickly.	So,	“Each	man	said	to	his	mate,	"Come,	let	us	cast	lots	
so	we	may	learn	on	whose	account	this	calamity	has	struck	us."	So	they	cast	lots	and	the	lot	fell	
on	Jonah”	(v.	7).	The	men	want	to	find	out	why	the	“gods”	are	so	angry	with	them.	So	they	cast	
lots,	which	were	kind	of	like	dice.	This	was	a	customary	way	of	discerning	the	divine	will.	And	
wouldn’t	you	know	it,	the	lot	falls	to	Jonah.	
	 And	the	sailors	begin	barraging	him	with	questions.	“Then	they	said	to	him,	"Tell	us,	
now!	On	whose	account	has	this	calamity	struck	us?	What	is	your	occupation?	And	where	do	
you	come	from?	What	is	your	country?	From	what	people	are	you?"	(v.	8)	These	men	want	to	
know	who	Jonah	is	and	what	he	has	done	to	incur	divine	judgment.	But	more	than	that,	they	
want	to	know	who	his	God	is.	In	that	culture,	people	served	a	variety	of	gods.	There	were	
personal	gods	and	national	gods	and	occupational	gods	and	so	on.	So	these	men	want	to	know	
which	god	Jonah	has	offended,	and	what	they	must	do	to	appease	him.		
	 And	in	response,	[Jonah]	said	to	them,	"I	am	a	Hebrew,	and	I	fear	the	LORD	God	of	
heaven	who	made	the	sea	and	the	dry	land.	10	Then	the	men	became	extremely	frightened	and	
they	said	to	him,	"How	could	you	do	this?"	For	the	men	knew	that	he	was	fleeing	from	the	
presence	of	the	LORD,	because	he	had	told	them”	(vv.	9-10).	Jonah	says,	“I	fear	the	one,	true	
creator	God;	the	God	of	Israel.”	And	now,	the	men	are	really	scared.	They	realize	Jonah	is	
fleeing	from	an	incredibly	powerful	god.	And	this	scene	just	drips	with	irony,	doesn’t	it?	Jonah	is	
a	prophet.	He’s	God’s	special	representative.	And	yet	he	doesn’t	fear	God	at	all!	He’s	running	
from	God.	And	these	men,	who	don’t	know	Yahweh,	genuinely	fear	his	power.	They	take	God	
far	more	seriously	than	Jonah	does.	Let’s	read	on.	“So	they	said	to	him,	"What	should	we	do	to	
you	that	the	sea	may	become	calm	for	us?"--	for	the	sea	was	becoming	increasingly	stormy.		12	
He	said	to	them,	"Pick	me	up	and	throw	me	into	the	sea.	Then	the	sea	will	become	calm	for	you,	
for	I	know	that	on	account	of	me	this	great	storm	has	come	upon	you"	(vv.	11-12).	Jonah	says,	
“Hey	guys,	listen;	it’s	not	you.	It’s	me.	Toss	me	overboard.	That	will	fix	the	problem.”	Jonah’s	
stubbornness	is	amazing,	isn’t	it?	As	a	prophet,	he	has	supernatural	understanding.	He	knows	
God	sent	the	storm.	He	knows	he’s	trapped.	He	can’t	outflank	God.	So	he	thinks,	“fine,	I’ll	just	
keep	disobeying.	I’ll	jump	in	the	water.	If	I	keep	rebelling,	God	won’t	be	able	to	use	me.”	Twice	
in	chapter	1,	we	read	that	Jonah	is	fleeing	from	the	presence	of	the	LORD.	Now,	I	don’t	think	
Jonah	actually	believes	he	can	outrun	God.	He	knows	God	is	maker	of	heaven	and	earth;	that	
nothing	is	beyond	God’s	reach.	But	Jonah	does	think	he	can	disqualify	himself	from	the	
prophetic	office.	See,	prophets	called	people	to	repentance.	That	was	their	job.	But	Jonah	is	
living	unrepentantly.	So	he	thinks,	“well	God	can’t	use	an	unrepentant	prophet	to	call	people	to	
repentance.”	He’s	trying	to	out-smart	God.	But	once	again,	God	out-maneuvers	Jonah.			
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“However,	the	men	rowed	desperately	to	return	to	land	but	they	could	not,	for	the	sea	was	
becoming	even	stormier	against	them.	14	Then	they	called	on	the	LORD	and	said,	"We	earnestly	
pray,	O	LORD,	do	not	let	us	perish	on	account	of	this	man's	life	and	do	not	put	innocent	blood	on	
us;	for	You,	O	LORD,	have	done	as	You	have	pleased."		15	So	they	picked	up	Jonah,	threw	him	
into	the	sea,	and	the	sea	stopped	its	raging.	16	Then	the	men	feared	the	LORD	greatly,	and	they	
offered	a	sacrifice	to	the	LORD	and	made	vows”	(vv.	14-16).	The	men	are	reluctant	to	throw	
Jonah	overboard.	They	sense	that	Jonah	is	a	prophet,	and	that	his	diagnosis	of	the	situation	is	
correct;	that	they	must	throw	him	overboard	to	stop	the	storm.	But	they’re	used	to	dealing	
with	gods	who	are	capricious;	who	change	their	minds.	And	they	fear	Jonah’s	god	will	change	
his	mind,	and	get	mad	at	them	for	sacrificing	Jonah	to	the	sea.	And	yet,	they	have	no	other	
option.	The	ship	is	sinking.	So	they	say,	“God,	please	don’t	hold	this	against	us.”	They	throw	
Jonah	into	the	water.	And	the	water	becomes	calm.	And	they	fear	the	LORD	greatly;	not	just	
any	“Lord,”	but	the	Covenant	God	of	Israel.	These	men	have	undergone	a	kind	of	conversion,	
haven’t	they?	At	first,	they	were	afraid	of	the	storm.	But	now,	they’re	in	awe	of	the	one	who	
sent	it.	And	they	worship	the	true	god.			
	 Once	again,	consider	the	irony	of	this	scene.	Why	is	Jonah	fleeing	from	God?	Because	he	
doesn’t	want	God	to	show	mercy	on	people	outside	of	Israel.	So	he	gets	on	a	ship.	And	while	on	
the	ship,	he	never	stops	rebelling.	But	as	a	result	of	his	rebellion,	who	hears	about	God?	People	
outside	the	nation	of	Israel.	And	to	whom	does	God	show	his	mercy?	People	outside	of	Israel.	
See,	Jonah	will	accomplish	God’s	mission,	whether	he	likes	it	or	not.	Even	when	Jonah	tries	to	
rebel	against	God’s	mission,	he	ends	up	accomplishing	God’s	mission!	
	 If	you	are	God’s	child,	God	will	use	you.	He	will	get	glory	through	your	obedience,	or	
through	your	disobedience.	Either	way,	God	wins.	And	that’s	sobering;	because	it	means	that	
we	can’t	escape	God’s	redemptive	purpose	for	our	lives.	But	it’s	also	unbelievably	comforting;	
because	it	means	that	when	it	comes	to	salvation,	God	does	all	of	the	heavy	lifting.	All	of	it!	As	
Jonah	goes	on	to	say	in	chapter	2,	“Salvation	belongs	to	the	LORD.”9	God	saves.	He	uses	what	
we	have.	And	he	often	uses	our	weakness,	our	incompetence,	and	even	our	sinfulness	to	
showcase	his	glory	and	his	power.		
	 We	see	this	in	Acts	10.	God	wants	to	get	the	gospel	message	to	Gentiles;	to	non-Jews.	
So	who	does	he	use	to	do	it?	Peter;	a	devout	Jew,	who	doesn’t	fully	understand	the	gospel,	or	
its	implications;	and,	who	is	committed	to	keeping	himself	separate	from	Gentiles.	From	my	
perspective,	Peter	is	not	a	wise	pick	for	this	assignment.	“Let’s	see,	who	do	I	want	to	bring	on	
my	cross-cultural	missions	trip?	I	know!	That	guy	who’s	prejudiced	against	Gentiles!	Perfect!”	
But	God	orchestrates	events	to	ensure	that	Peter	is	the	one	who	preaches	to	a	Gentile	man	
named	Cornelius.	God	sends	Peter	a	vision,	and	basically	says,	“preach	to	the	Gentiles.”	And	
God	has	to	send	it	three	times	to	convince	Peter	he’s	serious.	And	that’s	just	like	Peter	right?	He	
doesn’t	understand	anything	unless	it’s	repeated	three	times.	God	also	appears	to	Cornelius.	
God	arranges	their	meeting.	And	he	gives	Peter	the	words	to	say.	Salvation	belongs	to	the	Lord.			



7	
	

…which	means	you	don’t	have	to	be	perfect	for	God	to	use	you.	God	wants	to	use	you,	and	will	
use	you	as	you	are	right	now.	God	is	not	hamstrung	by	your	inadequacy.	In	fact,	he	can	use	your	
inadequacy	to	showcase	his	grace.	
	 I	have	a	friend	who	committed	his	life	to	Christ	several	years	ago.	And	I’d	known	this	guy	
for	years.	I’d	shared	the	gospel	with	him	in	High	School.	But	he	wasn’t	interested;	because	he	
didn’t	see	the	need	for	forgiveness.	He	didn’t	see	himself	as	a	particularly	bad	guy.	So	the	idea	
of	accepting	God’s	forgiveness	seemed	odd	to	him.	And	here’s	the	thing;	from	all	external	
appearances,	he	was	a	really	good	guy.	And	I’d	always	tried	to	be	a	good	example	to	him.	But	
when	I	reconnected	with	him	years	later,	I	realized,	“there’s	no	way	I	can	be	a	good	enough	
example	to	this	guy.	He’s	incredibly	intelligent.	He’s	caring.	He’s	generous.	He	loves	his	family.	
They	love	him.	He	cares	more	about	all	of	these	global	issues	than	I	do.	I	can’t	beat	him	in	a	
good	competition.”	And	see,	because	he	was	so	good,	I	felt	pressure	to	perform	around	him;	to	
switch	into	“super-Christian	mode”	whenever	I	was	around	him.	I	realized	I	couldn’t	out-good	
this	guy.	So	I	started	to	out-bad	him.	Now,	let	me	be	clear,	I	didn’t	develop	an	addiction,	or	start	
neglecting	my	family;	I	just	started	talking	about	failure.	And	I	started	relating	to	him	as	a	man	
who	desperately	needed	the	grace	of	God.	And	our	conversations	changed.	We	were	able	to	
talk	about	the	nature	of	sin;	and	the	depths	of	God’s	grace.	And	we	started	talking	less	about	
us;	and	more	about	Jesus.		
	 When	you	humbly	admit	your	lack;	your	sin;	your	inadequacy;	you	show	people	that	
salvation	belongs	to	the	Lord;	that	you	aren’t	the	solution,	he	is.	I’m	all	for	living	an	exemplary	
life.	I	am.	But	our	message	is	not,	“if	you	believe	in	Jesus,	you	can	be	as	awesome	as	me.”	It’s,	
“come	to	Jesus.”	Paul	says,	“we	don’t	preach	ourselves,	but	Christ.”10	And	if	you	are	a	rebel	who	
has	experienced	grace;	who	is	still	rebelling,	and	still	experiencing	grace,	you	have	a	message	to	
share.	God	wants	to	work	through	you.	He	will	work	in	spite	of	you.	So	don’t	try	to	take	yourself	
out	of	the	game.	Don’t	think,	“I’m	not	good	enough	to	be	used.”		

3. God	Will	Preserve	Us	for	His	Mission:	God	will	redirect	us	to	his	mission.	He’ll	use	us		
in	his	mission	(whether	we	like	it	or	not).	And	third,	he’ll	preserve	us	for	his	mission.	Jonah	tried	
to	run.	God	countered.	He	tried	to	rebel;	even	that	didn’t	work.	God	is	still	using	Jonah	to	
accomplish	his	mission.	But	Jonah	has	one	more	trick	up	his	sleeve.	He	decides	to	die.	He	asks	
the	sailors	to	throw	him	into	the	water,	so	he	can	drown.	Apparently	God	can	work	through	a	
rebellious	prophet.	But	he	can’t	work	through	a	dead	prophet,	right?	Jonah	plunges	into	the	
water.	But	once	again,	God	outsmarts	Jonah.	“And	the	LORD	appointed	a	great	fish	to	swallow	
Jonah,	and	Jonah	was	in	the	stomach	of	the	fish	three	days	and	three	nights”	(v.	17).		And	this	is	
getting	comical,	right?	Jonah	can’t	even	die.	He	cannot	outmaneuver	God.	God	sends	a	giant	
fish	to	swallow	Jonah,	and	save	him	from	the	sea.		
	 In	two	weeks,	Greg	will	talk	more	about	the	significance	of	the	fish;	because	it’s	a	
beautiful	picture	of	Jesus	who	saves	us	from	the	flood	of	judgment.	But	again,	notice	that	God	
has	a	purpose	for	Jonah’s	life	that	cannot	be	thwarted.	And	he	won’t	let	Jonah	die	until	that	



8	
	

purpose	is	completed.	God	is	sovereign	over	every	day	of	our	lives.	In	Psalm	139	King	David	
says,	“in	Your	book	were	all	written	The	days	that	were	ordained	for	me,	When	as	yet	there	was	
not	one	of	them.”11	God	preserves	our	lives	for	his	purposes.	There’s	a	great	scene	in	Acts	14.	
Paul	preaches	in	the	city	of	Lystra.	And	the	people	begin	to	worship	him	as	a	god.	But	then,	
some	of	Paul’s	enemies	incite	the	crowd,	and	turn	it	against	Paul.	So	this	crowd,	that	was	
worshipping	Paul,	decides	to	stone	him.	And	they	drag	him	out	of	the	city.	But	he’s	not	dead!	
God	keeps	him	alive.	God	preserves	Paul’s	life;	and	Paul	walks	back	into	the	city;	which	is	just	so	
cool,	right?	But	God	kept	Paul	alive	because	Paul’s	mission	wasn’t	over.	Elsewhere	Paul	says,	“if	
I	remain	in	the	flesh	it	means	more	ministry.”12	If	you	have	a	pulse,	you	have	a	mission.	We	can’t	
opt	out	early.	And	if	you’re	in	a	season	of	transition;	if	you’re	retiring;	if	you’re	starting	to	phase	
out	of	responsibility;	it’s	so	important	for	you	to	remember	that.	Christians	never	retire	from	
God’s	mission.	The	mission	isn’t	over	until	we	flat-line.	And	if	you’re	older,	let	that	encourage	
you.	Many	biblical	characters	don’t	start	their	ministries,	until	their	“working	lives”	are,	in	a	
sense,	over.	Abraham,	Moses,	Caleb.	God	preserves	you	to	use	you.	So	don’t	take	yourself	out	
of	the	game	early.						
	 God	gets	his	way.	He	wins.	We	can’t	outmaneuver	him.	We	can’t	escape	his	mission;	
which	means	we	have	two	options;	either	we	opt	in,	and	participate;	and	experience	the	scary,	
but	wonderful	life	of	adventure	that	God	has	for	us	on	mission.	Or	we	opt	out,	and	experience	
the	frustration	and	futility	of	opposing	God.	Jonah	is	the	negative	example.	Jesus	is	the	positive	
example;	because	Jesus	is	the	anti-Jonah.	In	Mark	4,	Jesus	gets	on	a	boat.	But	he’s	not	fleeing	
God.	He’s	actually	pursuing	God’s	mission	to	the	nations.	And	then,	he	takes	a	nap;	not	out	of	
despair,	but	out	of	calm	assurance	in	God’s	purposes.	And	then,	Satan	sends	a	storm	to	hinder	
the	mission.	The	disciples	come	to	Jesus	and	say,	“do	something!”	And	Jesus	doesn’t	say,	
“throw	me	in	the	water!”	He	says,	“silence.”	And	the	waves	obey	him.	In	submission	to	his	
Father,	Jesus	runs	headlong	into	the	mission.	And	notice,	there’s	still	a	storm;	there’s	still	trial.	
But	there’s	peace	in	the	trial;	because	Jesus	is	in	the	center	of	his	Father’s	will.	And	that’s	the	
promise	for	us;	not	that	the	mission	is	easy.	It’s	not.	It’s	costly.	But	there’s	joy;	and	peace	in	the	
midst	of	it;	because	God	is	with	us.	And	Jesus	is	the	great	missionary;	because	before	we	ever	
follow	him	in	the	mission,	he	comes	for	us.	And	he	jumps	into	the	floodwaters	of	judgment	to	
save	us	from	death.	And	he	brings	us	out	at	the	cost	of	his	own	life;	to	give	us	a	new	life;	with	a	
new	purpose.	Let’s	pray.							
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1	In	the	talk,	I	initially	said	there	were	“288	billion”	after	6	moves	but	this	was	incorrect.	See	

https://www.chess.com/chessopedia/view/mathematics-and-chess.		
2	John	15:16.			
3	Phrase	borrowed	and	adapted	from	Colin	Smith,	see	https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/help-me-

teach-the-bible-colin-smith-on-jonah.		
4	Genesis	2:21.			
5	Acts	2:45;	4:35-37.		
6	Acts	8:1.			
7	Acts	1:8.		
8	See	http://thomrainer.com/2013/04/autopsy-of-a-deceased-church-11-things-i-learned/	
9	Jonah	2:9.			
10	2	Corinthians	4:5.			
11	Psalm	139:16.			
12	See	Philippians	1:21-24.			


