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I hope that those of you who were here for our series in Paul’s letter to the Colossians saw that big idea of that 
letter is that the Christian lives by faith in all that Christ is and in all that He has done in our behalf rather than by 
religious rules or self-improvement programs.  Now I know what some of you are thinking.  “But it’s the whole idea 
of faith where I have trouble with Christianity.  Isn’t faith believing the unbelievable; accepting with your heart 
what your mind rejects? Because if that’s what faith is, that’s something I just can’t do.”  That is not the biblical 
understanding of faith. If you currently use a bank, you have more than enough faith to be a Christian.  Is the 
money you put in your bank important to you?  Are you going to need it?  Yet you give to strangers.  How do you 
know they’ll give it back?  Are you taking a blind leap of faith?  No, you understand the banking system; that there 
are laws and government agencies to protect your deposits.  Your faith in your bank isn’t blind or irrational; it is 
faith based upon knowledge, and that is biblical faith.  Our faith in Jesus grows as we get to know Him and what He 
can do better and better.  Our next series of messages will be taken from the gospel of John.  Let’s read John 
20:30-31. “Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written 
in this book; but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing you may have life in His name.”  John calls the miracles which Jesus performed signs.  Jesus’ miracles 
weren’t just naked displays of supernatural power but were symbolic.  Each miracle contained a message.  Each 
revealed something about Jesus and what He is able to do. And each of these signs is intended to build our faith in 
Him.  That’s what John means when he writes, “these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”   John was present for all of Jesus’ 
miracles but he chose to include only seven in His gospel because as he says, these particular signs will really build 
your faith in Christ.  For the next seven weeks, we’ll be looking at each of these signs; what they tell us about Jesus, 
about ourselves, and what Jesus can do for us that nothing else can.  Faith is based on knowledge.  The more you 
know about Jesus, the more you’ll trust Him. And the more we trust Him, the more we experience Him to be as the 
Bible describes Him – which is why I’ve entitled this series “Faith Builders”  
 

Today we begin with the first sign Jesus performed – and it is not what we expect.  We expect Jesus’ first miracle 
to be a declaration of who He is and what He has come to do; like when a politician declares his candidacy.  We 
expect Jesus first miracle to be healing someone with a fatal, incurable disease or feeding the starving or freeing 
the oppressed, right?  But that’s not what He does.  Jesus performs His first miracle simply to keep a party going; 
yet this first sign reveals some of the most important truths about Him and what He wants to do in our lives.  Let’s 
read John 2: 1-11. “And on the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; 
and Jesus also was invited, and His disciples, to the wedding. And when the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said 
to Him, "They have no wine." And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what do I have to do with you? My hour has not yet 
come."  His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it."  Now there were six stone waterpots set 
there for the Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. Jesus said to them, "Fill the 
waterpots with water." And they filled them up to the brim.  And He said to them, "Draw some out now, and take it 
to the headwaiter." And they took it to him.  And when the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, 
and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the 
bridegroom, and said to him, "Every man serves the good wine first, and when men have drunk freely, then that 
which is poorer; you have kept the good wine until now."  This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.@ Verse 11 is the key verse in this passage. Because of 
this sign, His disciples believed in Him; and John included it because it is meant to build our faith as well.  So what 
do we learn about Jesus and about ourselves from this sign? Let’s look at four questions.   



1. Why does Jesus perform His first sign at a wedding?  

2. Why does Jesus seem to be so rude to His mother?   

3. What do we learn about Jesus from this sign?   

4.  What do we learn about ourselves from this sign?  

Why does Jesus perform His first sign at a wedding?  Last April our daughter Jenny got married and it was one of 
the happiest days of our life.  Laurie and Jenny did a fabulous job in planning the ceremony and the reception; and 
I did a fabulous job in writing checks.  It was a great day. Our daughter married the perfect guy for her with a great 
family and we got to do it all with all our friends.  I can’t imagine anything that would have made that day better. 
However weddings today are nothing in comparison to weddings in Jesus’ day.  A wedding was the social event of 
the year; a combination of Christmas, New Year’s Eve, Saint Patrick’s Day and the Fourth of July. Everyone in the 
village looked forward to a wedding and everyone was invited. The wedding feast itself lasted for several days and 
was a time of tremendous joy and celebration.  In fact, it was illegal in Israel to be sad at a wedding.  But do you 
know what the best part of those weddings was?  The bridegroom paid for everything!  And this is where Jesus 
chose to perform His first sign.  Let’s begin with vs. 1-2.  “And on the third day there was a wedding in Cana of 
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; and Jesus also was invited, and His disciples, to the wedding.”  Jesus 
began His public ministry that week and He and His disciples have just met.  They’ve returned to Galilee in the 
north of Israel from Judea in the south to attend this wedding. Jewish wedding feasts always took place at night 
and people partied all week long.  In these sleepy little villages, not much happened and the only real social event 
occurred when somebody got married.  Everybody in the village put on their best clothes and stayed up late and 
ate and drank and danced and had a great time and Jesus and His new followers join right in. 

But at this wedding, a major problem occurs.  When I do premarital counseling, I tell couples not to expect a 
perfect wedding because there are no perfect weddings – except for my daughter’s.  Something always goes 
wrong.  The best man forgets the rings or the mother of the bride is an hour late or a very young ring bearer or 
flower girl has a major melt down in the walk down the aisle.  I always assure the bride and groom not to worry 
about the things that go wrong; they’ll be just as married and those are the things that make their wedding 
memorable.  However, at this wedding a problem occurs that threatens to shut down the entire party.  They run 
out of wine - and when a party runs out of wine, the party winds down pretty quickly.  It’s the wine that keeps the 
party going.  It was the wine that made a feast a feast.  The bridegroom didn’t buy enough wine; and now he faces 
the very embarrassing prospect of his wedding feast coming to a roaring stop.  In our culture, this wouldn’t be a 
problem.  It just means the honeymoon would start a little earlier and what groom is going to complain about 
that?  But this is an honor and shame based culture and hospitality was an issue of honor.  When you had someone 
for dinner, you declared they were your equal and your friend.  To run out of food or wine at a feast that everyone 
in the community had looked forward to for months would be seen as a major social failure and this young groom 
to be forever shamed in that community.   

 

That’s why vs. 3 tells us, “And when the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine."  The 
text doesn’t tell us why Mary felt responsible to solve this problem, whether she was the caterer or just trying to 
help; but she turns to her Son to rescue the bridegroom.  She knows that Jesus is the Promised Messiah, the Son of 
God.  She remembers the angels at His birth and she’s been waiting for 30 years for Jesus everybody else to find 
out.   So when the wine runs out, she goes to the only person she knows that can do something about it; which 
brings us to our second question.  Why does Jesus seem to be so rude to His mother?  “And Jesus said to her, 
"Woman, what do I have to do with you? My hour has not yet come."   Jesus doesn’t address Mary as Mom or 



Mother.  He calls her, “Woman.”  For the last 30 years, Jesus has been the dutiful Son, and working in the family 
business, but now all that has changed.  He has been anointed by the Holy Spirit, receiving power to begin the 
work God has given Him to do.  He has just begun His public ministry.  His relationship with His family has changed. 
He is here for one purpose only; to accomplish the work His Father has given Him to do.  And so He can no longer 
be Mary’s right hand to do whatever she needs.  He is the Servant of Jehovah.  When Jesus says, “What do I have 
to do with you?” He literally says, “What is that between you and me?” a common expression used in the OT and in 
secular Greek literature which means, “You seem to think I feel the same way about this as you do, but the fact is, I 
don’t. “  Then Jesus adds, “My hour has not come.”  Now here is the way we normally would interpret this 
exchange.  Mary says, “Son, they’ve run out of wine. You can do something about this, can’t You?”  Jesus answers, 
“The hour for me to do miracles isn’t here yet.  This is not the appropriate time for Me to reveal My power.”  But 
that couldn’t be the right interpretation of this conversation because Jesus does perform the miracle which Mary 
asks for.  So what happened?  Did Jesus say, “No, I won’t,” and Mary said, “Yes You will?” “No.” “Yes.” “No.” “Yes.” 
“Well, alright then.”  Did Mary henpeck Jesus into doing something He didn’t want to do? - Of course not. That 
would be counter to everything the gospels tell us about Jesus.  He never gives into pressure and never deviates 
from what His Father tells Him to do. The way we normally read this conversation is wrong because we don’t 
understand what Jesus means by, “My hour has not come.”  Throughout the gospel of John, whenever Jesus talks 
about “My hour” He always means the hour of His death on the cross.  This is one more example of Jesus saying 
things that people don’t understand at the time but later make perfect sense to them.  Mary certainly didn’t hear 
Jesus refusing her request because the next verse tells us, “His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to 
you, do it."   So what is the connection between the immediate need for more wine and Christ’s death on a cross?  
What was it about this wedding that reminded Jesus of His future death? 

 

That brings us to our third question.  What does this miracle tell us about Jesus?  In what way is it a sign?  Let’s 
look at the miracle itself.  “Now there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of purification, 
containing twenty or thirty gallons each. Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water."  John is writing to a 
non-Jewish audience and he wants to make sure they understand that the six large stone waterpots were used for 
the Jewish custom of purification.  The Jews had strict rules about washing before eating and these pots held the 
water people used to wash their hands and their feet before they ate. However, those washing were for more than 
hygiene, they were a regular picture of our need to be washed and cleansed from our sins in order to have a 
relationship with God.  “And they filled them up to the brim.  And He said to them, "Draw some out now, and take 
it to the headwaiter." And they took it to him.  And when the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, 
and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the 
bridegroom, and said to him, "Every man serves the good wine first, and when men have drunk freely, then that 
which is poorer; you have kept the good wine until now."  Somewhere between when the servants fill the 
waterpots and the time the headwaiter has a cup of what’s in those pots, the water has miraculously become 
wine.  And not just any wine but the best wine imaginable.  The headwaiter or master of ceremonies is amazed.  
He goes to the bridegroom, the host of the party and says, “Somebody must have made a mistake. The best wine 
was supposed to be served first and then we bring out the cheap stuff.  But you waited until now to bring out the 
really expensive wine.”   John doesn’t record how the bridegroom answered.  I’m sure he was grateful that instead 
of being embarrassed by his lack of planning, he got the credit for being an exemplary host.   

 

What does this sign tell us about Jesus?  In the Bible wine is a symbol of joy.  The rabbis had a saying, “Without 
wine, there is no joy.”  Psalm 104:15 says that God made “wine which makes man's heart glad.”  In Judges 9:13 
there’s a parable about the trees wanting the vine to be their ruler.  "But the vine said to them, 'Shall I leave my 
new wine, which cheers God and men, and go to wave over the trees?'’  So when Jesus’ first miracle is to turn water 



into wine, it tells us something very significant.  Our joy is very important to Jesus. Jesus’ inaugural miracle, the 
first of the seven signs designed to build our faith wasn’t performed for the guests’ survival but for their joy; to 
keep the feast going.  And when Jesus makes wine, He not only makes the best wine, but He makes far more than 
any wedding would use - 180 gallons of it.   The groom could have opened his own winery.  What does this miracle 
reveal about Jesus? Jesus not only supplies what we need, He supplies what bring us joy; not only what will keep 
us alive, but what will make us happy.  He is the Lord and source of all joy and happiness.  But somebody is going 
to say, “Wait a minute now. If this sign is about joy, why does Jesus think about His death?  Why when His mom 
asks Him for help does He say, "Woman, what do I have to do with you? My hour has not yet come."  I think Jesus 
meant, “I can’t give these folks the wine they really need; true joy, until I die.”  Jesus died for our joy.  He was 
made sorrowful so that we can rejoice eternally.  Jesus described the kingdom of God as a wedding feast; one long 
party.  In fact, that’s how the Bible ends; with the wedding feast of the Lamb at the end of Revelations.  That’s why 
Jesus calls Himself, “The Bridegroom” in Mark 2; the same term which God uses for Himself in the Old Testament.   
When God describes His relationship with His people, He describes Himself various times as a Father, as a king, as a 
shepherd; but also as a bridegroom and His people as His bride.  Each different way God describes Himself in 
relation to us reveals something different about our relationship with Him.  What do you think He wants us to 
understand about the way He relates to us when He calls Himself a bridegroom and us His bride?  He wants us to 
understand how much He delights in us and treasures us.  Isaiah 62:5 says, “As the bridegroom rejoices over the 
bride, so your God will rejoice over you.”  As a pastor, I’ve stood beside a lot of grooms as their bride walks down 
the aisle and I’ve never stood by an indifferent groom.  Every bride is beautiful and every groom is almost 
awestruck as he stands there watching who is coming towards him.  Jesus refers to Himself as the Bridegroom and 
to the church as His bride.  In fact, Paul says that human marriage is first and foremost a picture of our relationship 
with Christ.  We are His bride and He delights in us like a bridegroom delights in his bride on their wedding day.  
And so early in His ministry, as Jesus attends the wedding in Cana, I think He is reminded of His own wedding day 
in the distant future; and the price He will have to pay to make us His bride; to transform us from an ugly, wicked 
whore to a pure, flawless virgin.  In the hymn, The Church’s One Foundation we sing, 

The Church's one foundation 
  Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation 
  By water and the Word: 
From heav'n He came and sought her 
  To be His holy Bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 
  And for her life He died.  
It was not by chance that the water Jesus turned into wine came from the waterpots used for purification.  That 
water could never cleanse anybody from their sins.  It was just a picture of the cleansing the blood of Jesus would 
bring.  But until we’re cleansed, we’ll never know real joy because our sins separate us from the source of joy.  
That’s what this sign is about. Jesus is the best bridegroom who died to make us His bride and to give us the 
eternal joy of being loved by Him.  We can delight in Him because He delights in us.  He alone supplies the true 
wine which every person needs.  
 

Jesus didn’t come to bring us religion, He came to bring us joy and that’s what His first sign is all about.  He is the 
Bridegroom who lays down His life for His Bride.  But what does this sign tell us about ourselves?  If the first 
miracle Jesus performed was simply performed for people’s happiness and points to the true joy we only receive 
from Jesus, experiencing the joy of the Lord should be far more important to us.  Joy in not optional for the person 
who knows Jesus.  If there’s no joy, there’s no true goodness.  Holiness without joy is dead moralism. Love without 



joy is guilt-driven obligation.  Faith without joy is grim fatalism.  Knowledge without joy is lifeless dogma.  That’s 
why Nehemiah says, “The joy of the Lord is your strength.”  Joy is the fuel of the Christian life; the gas in our tank; 
what keeps us going and growing and serving.  I heard about a woman who went to see her pastor.  She had been 
a Christian for years but found she was no longer the humble, happy Christian she once was. She felt like she loved 
Jesus but the warmth and power of that love were gone.  In addition, she said, "My husband rejects the Bible. He 
won’t talk with me about Christ any more.  I don’t have much hope of him coming to Christ.  But I just wish I could 
enjoy the Savior's love again!"  The pastor promised he would be praying for her and shortly that prayer was 
answered and all the joy of her first love for Jesus came back.  A week later, her husband made an appointment to 
talk with the pastor.  He said, "You know, I haven’t said anything to my wife; but I really do feel I am a lost sinner, 
and if you will pray for me, I think I’m ready to follow Christ.  My wife has claimed she was a Christian for years but 
I knew she did not enjoy her Christianity and I said if that was all there was, I did not want it. But for the last few 
days she has looked and acted almost like an angel; and I cannot stand it; there is a power in her sweet, happy face 
that melts my heart. I want what she has."  

 

So how do we experience the joy that is our birthright?  First, realize that joy is a choice.  Paul writes in Philippians 
3:1, “Rejoice in the Lord!” Rejoice like love is a command.  It’s not something you feel, it’s something you do.  The 
command that appears more often than any other in the Bible is “fear not.”  I think the command that appears 
next most often is “rejoice.”   God commands us to rejoice far more often than He commands us to be honest or 
kind or pure.  Yet I’ve never heard any Christian confess the sin of being joyless.  We think that joy is a feeling that 
comes over you and there’s nothing you can do about it.  But the Bible doesn’t tell us to feel our way into obeying, 
it tells us to obey our way into feeling.  Years ago I heard one of my favorite speakers, Ron Dunn, say that his first 
job of the day was to get happy in Jesus because if he didn’t, nothing else worthwhile would get done. We’ll never 
experience the joy of the Lord until we choose to be joyful.  So how do we do that?  Second, realize that the wine 
will always run out.  Everything we depend on in this world to make us happy will eventually fail us.  Everybody 
looks to something to make them happy; success, pleasure, achievement, approval, fame, or people.  But none of 
those things by themselves are capable of keeping the party going.   There’s nothing wrong with enjoying the 
things of this life.  Paul says that God created them to be enjoyed.  But like the wine at the wedding of Cana, 
nothing satisfies permanently.  Either it can’t live up to our expectations or it comes to an end.  That is why Paul 
says, “Rejoice in the Lord.”  Only Jesus gives us what He calls fullness of joy.  But as long as I’m trying to find my joy 
in other things, I won’t find it in Him. Get your wine from Jesus; make Jesus your chief joy.  How?  When Paul says, 
“Rejoice in the Lord” in Philippians 3, he means two things.  First, rejoice in what the Lord has done rather than in 
what you do.  Remember the gospel.  God does for us through Christ what we cannot do for ourselves.  In 
Philippians 3, Paul explains how he rejoices in the Lord.  “But whatever things were gain to me, (and by that he 
means the things he accomplished which once brought him joy) those things I have counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ. Phil 3:8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and 
may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith 
in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,” (Phil. 3:7-9)  If every day, you’ll simply 
remind yourself of the gospel – I am righteous in God’s sight because Jesus loves me and sacrificed Himself for me.  
The one who knows me best loves me most.  Christ is in me, working to work and to will His good pleasure.  He will 
never leave me or forsake me but will accomplish everything concerning me.  And He is working all things together 
for the good  and is the answer to all my questions and the solution to all my problems; if you’ll put your 
confidence in Him and what He has already accomplished for you – you will experience joy.  Simply remember the 
gospel because it is by faith in the gospel that all good things come to us.  Second, pursue intimacy with Christ.  It is 
not what Christ gives me that gives me fullness of joy, it is Christ Himself.  Paul continues, “that I may know Him 



and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I 
may attain to the resurrection from the dead.” (Phil. 3:10-11) When I spend regular time with Him, listening to His 
voice in the Scriptures and praying, I experience the joy of His presence throughout the day.  When I neglect that 
time with Him, no matter how good life is, I feel like I’m missing something.  Life is enjoyable when I spend it with 
Him.   

 
Jesus did not come to begin a new religion.  He came to establish a relationship with us which He described like the 
relationship between a groom and His bride.  He delights in us so we can delight in Him.  Apart from Christ, religion 
is a cold, lifeless thing which hardens us into heartless, mechanical, cold-hearted people.  Some of the meanest 
people I know are religious people.  But Jesus did not come to give us more religion.  We had plenty of that.  He 
came to give us Himself; to turn the water of dead religion into wine; to give us life and joy and peace.  How do I 
experience that joy?  Admit you’ve run out of wine.  A Christian has learned that nothing in this world can 
permanently satisfy or make us happy.  And like the bridegroom in Cana, take the credit.  A Christian is someone 
who realizes they’ve come to the end of their own resources and need outside help.  And a Christian is a person 
who takes the credit for what Jesus accomplished.   
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