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Mark 10:13-16 – 13 And they were bringing children to him, that he might 

touch them; and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it he was 

indignant, and said to them, “Let the children come to me, do not hinder 

them; for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever 

does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 16 And he 

took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands upon them. 

 

 

God Speaks Anyway 

 

Welcome to Creekside.  I’m Greg Arthur, one of the pastors here.  I just came back from 

Arizona where my college-aged son and I went to two A’s spring training games.  It was 

really great -- baseball, sunshine, the desert in bloom, Mexican food.  And as we say every 

March, “this could be our year.”  So Noah and I have decided to make spring training our 

new father-son tradition now that he’s a man.  I’m really looking forward to many years of 

meeting him in Arizona.  Now the first thing I’d like to tell you about spring training is that 

I’m never taking off this shirt.  Okay just for today.  And the second thing I’d like to tell you 

is a story about God speaking anyway.  We sat four rows up from the field, right here.  

Every inning, when the players returned to the dugout, the player with the ball would toss it 

into the stands as a souvenir.  Across the aisle this guy, not a kid, would call out and 

invariably the ball would be tossed to him.  Now I’ve been to hundreds of games and only 

once did a player toss a ball to me, and technically it was to Noah because he was a kid 

then.  So after that guy got his third ball in that game, I don’t know why but I started 

saying dumb things, like “you were robbed,” when the next ball went to a kid, and “come 

on, give this poor guy a break, he only has three,” and “he’ll never get four if you keep 

tossing to kids.”  So at the end of game, after he took one last selfie with his three souvenir 

baseballs, after hearing me say dumb things for half an hour at least, God spoke to him 

anyway and suggested to him to perhaps give me one.  So with this spring training souvenir 

in hand, I am confident today as I take my turn and try to speak on God’s Word clearly and 

rightly, that even if I say dumb things for half an hour, God will speak to you all anyway. 

 

We are in a series from the Book of Mark entitled “Kingdom or Culture,” where we are 

looking at the ways Jesus confronted the culture of His day, and in each instance asking 

ourselves how Jesus in the same way confronts us in our culture today.  Over and over, 

Jesus says that what God thinks is not what those around him think, what God values is not 

what they value, what God seeks is not what they seek, what God honors is not what they 

honor, and what God will establish as His Kingdom is not what they establish as theirs.  For 

He is fundamentally at odds with the world.  The scriptures say it this way: 

 

Is 55:8-9 – 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My 

ways,” says the Lord.  9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 

My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts. 
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John 8:23 – 23 And He said to them, “You are from beneath; I am from 

above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.”  

 

So everywhere Jesus goes, He sparks conflict with “this world”, which is the culture around 

him, over foundational aspects of culture such as (1) respecting authority, (2) keeping 

traditions, (3) honoring family life, (4) the approval of men, (5) living righteously, (6) 

salvation, (7) who Christ is, (8) success, and (9) marriage and divorce.  In today’s passage, 

Jesus is in conflict with the culture of this world over the value of children. 

 

   

Suffer the Little Children 

 

I’ve entitled today’s talk, “Suffer the Little Children,” taken from the old King James version 

of the Bible in order highlight the word, suffer.  And by suffer, I don’t mean suffer in the 

sense of physical suffering, like sickness or pain, like every time I’m working on a home-

improvement project and I take my own hammer and hit my own thumb with it.  Not that 

kind of suffering.  And I don’t mean suffer in the sense of spiritual suffering, the groaning 

inside in the midst of troubles, the grief, the sorrow, or even just times of mental anguish, 

like when I crashed my dad’s truck, the first time, and had to call him to tell him the good 

news.  What a great day that was for the both of us! 

 

No, by “suffer the little children”, I mean suffer in the sense of giving something up, or 

laying something aside, or in this case laying down an opinion or objection or closely-held 

tradition or belief about bringing children to Christ.  It is the meaning of what Lori, my wife, 

says to me when I’m arguing my point beyond all reason on why my option A is so much 

better than her option B, and she says, “O don’t be a baby.”  Suffer.  Give up your 

objections.  Give up your argument.  Don’t be a baby.  Suffer.  Suffer the little children to 

come unto Me.  Here’s our passage for today from the Book of Mark: 

 

Mark 10:13-16 – 13 And they were bringing children to him, that he might 

touch them; and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it he was 

indignant, and said to them, “Suffer (ἀφίημι aphiēmithe) the little children 

to come unto Me (KJV); do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom 

of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God 

like a child shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed 

them, laying his hands upon them. 

 

There’s plenty to notice in this little passage.  But foremost, right in the middle is Jesus 

Himself pronouncing this well-worn often repeated saying regarding children:  “Suffer the 

little children to come unto Me.”  No children’s Bible would be complete without this saying.  

Countless children’s dedications and kid story times start with this saying.  How many web-

pages for children’s ministry have this verse as the tag line?  And what do you think is 

written on the walls of church playrooms all across this great land from sea to shining sea?  

Do you think it’s ‘suffer the little children to come unto me’ or is it say, this companion 

verse also from Mark, that ‘whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to 

stumble, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were 
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thrown into the sea.’  I wonder which verse is written on church walls?  I guess what I’m 

pointing out is this saying from this verse in the middle of our passage today is beloved, 

often quoted, foundational. 

 

And why not?  It conveys a great truth we would want our children to know, that Christ 

wants them and has always wanted them to come to Him, that He truly loves them, that 

they hold a special place of great value in God’s heart.  All of that is absolutely true as 

revealed in this passage today.  Yet Jesus wasn’t speaking to the little children but rather to 

the disciples.  And the Book of Mark was not written for the little children to read, but for us 

to read, we who have children, or care for children, or have power over children.  For in 

fact, the saying at the heart of our passage today is a command first and foremost.  Suffer.  

Give up your objections to children coming to Me.  Lay down your arguments and your 

closely held beliefs.  Go against your traditions and your culture.  And do not hinder them. 

 

And more than that, this isn’t a tip from the latest parenting book, nor a proverb about right 

living.  It is a command, a prime directive, a royal decree from the King of Kings and Lord of 

Lords, the Son of God and long-expected Son of Man who rules forever, the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sins of the world, the Redeemer King who said “before Abraham was, I 

AM,” thus declaring Himself God.  It is a command from the One who has every right to 

command us and expect our allegiance.  

 

So today we will intently look at this command for the adults of this world to give up their 

objections to children coming to Christ.  We’ll walk-through what those objections were back 

then and what they might be now.  And we’ll end by discussing what it means for us to 

bring our children to Christ, and not hinder them.  Finally, this painting is by Carl Bloch  

best remembered for his portrayals of Jesus from the scriptures.  It is also entitled “Suffer 

the Little Children.”  It beautifully illustrates the command at the heart our passage today.  

 

 

The Nature of a Command 

 

Alright.  Let’s take a closer look at this command and the story around it.  

   

Mark 10:13-16 – 13 And they were bringing (προσφέρω prospherō) children 

to him, that he might touch them; and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But 

when Jesus saw it He was indignant, and said to them, “suffer the little 

children to come unto Me (KJV); do not hinder (κωλύω kōlyō) them; for to 

such belongs the kingdom of God.” 

 

Like any command, this one splits the world in two, and says pick a side.  On one side is 

agreement and the results that follow.  On the other side is disagreement and the results 

that likewise follow.  When I’m driving and texting, I’ve picked a side.  I’ve disagreed with 

the command of the State’s traffic law and picked the side of unsafe driving, paranoia, and 

tickets.  I could instead agree, and pick the other side of safe, care-free, ticketless driving.  

And without admitting anything about what I do when I drive, there are reasons for picking 
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side A or side B that fundamentally have to do with what I value and what I think of those 

making the command, which in this case is the Great State of California. 

 

The same is true here.  Christ’s command to adults to lay aside their objections, splits the 

world in two.  On one side adults agree to lay down their objections and bring children to 

Him.  On the other side they disagree and hinder them.  As Shakespeare might have said, 

“To bring or to hinder, that is the question.”  And the reasons for someone picking side A or 

side B have to do with what is thought to be of value and what is thought of Christ.  Christ 

commands adults to bring children to Him and to not hinder them, and what we 

believe about children and about Christ will determine which side we’ll pick. 

 

Now before looking closely at the world’s objections to bringing children to Christ, it’s 

important to see by Christ’s reaction that the disciples’ objections were not trivial to Him.  

In this passage, parents have picked the side of bringing their children to Jesus, so that 

perhaps “He might touch them.”  But the disciples rebuke the parents and thus have picked 

the side of hindering children.  Mark writes that: 

   

Mark 10:14 – 14 … when Jesus saw it He was indignant (ἀγανακτέω 

aganakteō), and said to them, “suffer the little children to come unto Me 

(KJV); do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” 

 

Indignant.  Angry.  Furious.  Greatly displeased.  In Matthew 19 and Luke 18, the writers 

are more charitable toward the disciples, leaving out Jesus’ indignation.  But Mark 

conspicuously includes this detail which only highlights it.  You can count on your hand all of 

the times Christ expressed indignation.  Here against hindering children.  There against the 

money changers in the temple.  And a third time against the hard-hearted Pharisees when 

he asked if it’s “lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill,” and 

they kept silent.  So here, by Christ’s reaction, it is clear this is extremely important 

to Him.  It is so important to Him that Christ, in His indignation, pulls rank and says to 

them, “Suffer the little children to come unto Me; do not hinder them.”  Suffer.  Give way.  

Yield.  Back down.  For I, the King of Kings, hereby command you to give up your objections 

and let the children come to Me.  This is clearly no minor point for Him. 

 

Christ’s indignation regarding bringing or hindering children shows just how sharp a conflict 

there is between God’s Kingdom and the world’s cultures, between what Jesus (who is of 

above) thinks, and what the disciples (who are from below) think. 

 

 

Two Objections 

 

So what might be the objections the disciples had to bringing children to Christ?  The 

passage doesn’t say directly.  But what Jesus says, implies what those unspoken objections 

might have been. 
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Mark 10:14 – 14 … when Jesus saw it He was indignant, and said to them, 

“suffer the little children to come unto Me (KJV); do not hinder them; for to 

such belongs the kingdom of God.” 

 

Christ gives just one supporting reason for His command to bring and not hinder children.  

He says to bring them, “for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” It follows then that the 

objections they harbor in their heart, objections Christ has just commanded them to give 

up, must have something to do with children not belonging to the Kingdom.  Now no one 

would admit to this.  But the disciples are thinking it.  In some way it’s right there.  Christ is 

not misreading them.  He’s not indignant at the wind. 

 

So I think Christ’s answer reveals what is in their heart toward children.  First, they’re 

thinking children don’t belong because perhaps in some unstated, deep-seated, maybe 

unconscious way, they think children are not important enough or valuable enough or 

worthy enough or even maybe human enough to belong to the Kingdom of God.  Second, 

they’re thinking children don’t belong perhaps because they think the work of the Kingdom, 

is far too important or too valuable or too serious to be inconvenienced by children.  Christ 

confronts those who do not value children the way He does.  And He confronts 

those who do not value His gospel.  That is why the disciples find themselves on the 

receiving end of Christ’s indignation, in sharp conflict with God. 

 

But why?  Why are the parents bringing their children to Christ, while His disciples, who 

walked with Him, are the ones with objections in conflict with God, hindering the children?  

To answer that, I think we have to see how the two cultures of their day, the pagan 

Hellenistic world of Rome and Greece, and Jewish world, influenced the parents in Judea, 

where our passage takes place, and the disciples, who were from Galilee.  

 

The Value of Children 

 

How did the two overlapping cultures regard the value of children?  The pagan world viewed 

children as worthless.  The Aztecs and Incas of the Americas, Druids of Europe, 

Carthaginians of Africa, the Molech worshippers of the Middle East,1 some North American 

tribes,2 some Chinese dynasties, and others practiced child sacrifice, as the rule and not 

exception.  And here in the pagan Hellenistic culture of Rome and Greece in Jesus’ day, 

fathers decided whether to keep newborns or abandon them to exposure,3 where they 

would either die, or be found by a stranger to be a slave, a prostitute, mutilated to be a 

beggar, or kept as property for sale.  They would place the newborn on the ground and the 

father would either lift the child up and into the family or abandon the child on the ground, 

because infants were not recognized as human yet.  Here’s a quote from a history book: 

    

“An infant could be abandoned without penalty or social stigma for many 

reasons, including an anomalous appearance, being an illegitimate child or 

                                                 
1
 http://www.gotquestions.org/child-sacrifice.html 

2
 Child sacrifice in North America, WC MacLeod.  http://www.persee.fr/doc/jsa_0037-9174_1931_num_23_1_1088 

3
 Child-Exposure in the Roman Empire, W. V. Harris, The Journal of Roman Studies, Vol. 84 (1994), pp. 1-22. 
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grandchild or a child of infidelity, family poverty, parental conflict or being 

one of too many children.”4 

 

In other words, in the pagan Hellenistic culture, some children were valued and wanted and 

others unwanted and consigned to death or worse. 

 

In contrast, the Jewish culture at the time of Jesus, because of God and His Word in the 

scriptures given to them, uniquely valued children in ways like no one else in the ancient 

world.  For one, Jewish law forbids child sacrifice: 

 

Lev 20:1-3 – 1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 ”Say to the people of Israel, any 

man of the people of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel, who 

gives any of his children to Molech shall be put to death; the people of the 

land shall stone him with stones. 3 I myself will set my face against that man, 

and will cut him off from among his people, because he has given one of his 

children to Molech, defiling my sanctuary and profaning my holy name. 

 

Jewish scriptures consecrate having children: 

 

Ps 127:3-5 – 3 Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the 

womb is a reward.  4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children 

of one’s youth.  5 Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them;   

 

King David says his newborn, illegitimate, dying son is of equal worth as he himself is: 

 

After his son became ill and died, David said, 2Sam 12:22-23 – 22 “While the 

child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who can tell whether the Lord 

will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’  23 But now he is dead; why 

should I fast?  Can I bring him back again?  I shall go to him,” (as an equal to 

where he is with God), but he shall not return to me.” 

 

Jewish law asserts the equal value of a child’s life with an adult’s even into the womb:5 

 

Ex 21:22-23 – 22 “If men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that she 

gives birth prematurely, yet no harm follows, he shall surely be punished 

accordingly as the woman’s husband imposes on him; and he shall pay as the 

judges determine. 23 But if any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, … 

 

In essence, in the Jewish culture at the time of Jesus, the value of a Jewish child was equal 

to any adult, which means they largely valued children the way God does, that in essence, 

every individual has worth before God.  Historians assert therefore that the Jews were 

unlike every other culture in the world, that they alone held a high view of children.  In fact, 

while the world sacrificed children to their gods, the custom of Jewish parents was to seek 

God’s blessing of their children by bring them to the synagogues for the elders to lay their 

                                                 
4
 A History of Children, by A.R. Colón with P.A. Colón, Greenwood Press, Westport, CT (2001), pp. 104-106. 

5
 http://www.str.org/articles/what-exodus-21-22-says-about-abortion#.Vvx43uIrKM8 
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hands over them to bless and pray.  And so when Jesus appears in Judea, Jewish parents, 

who have heard of His miracles that testify to Him being the Messiah, and have heard Him 

proclaim Himself the Son of God, bypass the middlemen in the synagogues and instead 

bring their children straight to Him to obtain the His blessing, for could this be the Christ?    

 

Now both the parents and the disciples were Jewish.  However, the parents are from Judea, 

the heartland of Judaism, where the customs of the pagan Hellenistic culture were widely 

rejected and Jewish culture was fiercely defended.  But the disciples were from Galilee, a 

region north of Judea, considered by the Judeans to be a back-water of unsophisticated 

hillbillies who spoke Hebrew with a ridiculous accent.  In reality, Galilee was rather 

cosmopolitan, with a mixed population, and thus a greater openness to Hellenistic 

influence.6  It is that greater openness to the pagan world by the Galilean disciples that 

perhaps lessened in their minds the value of children, that perhaps let them rank children at 

the bottom of the people worthy to come to Jesus.  And then the ridicule of the Judeans 

expressed against Galileans as hillbillies with accents, perhaps made it even easier for the 

disciples out of spite to hinder the Judean children from coming to their Galilean Jesus. 

 

The Value of the Gospel 

 

However, I think there is a deeper explanation.  If they knew Christ’s work on earth to be 

the redemption and salvation of the entire human race, of all those who come to Him, then 

they would have hindered no one, no Judean, no half-breed Samaritan, no Gentile, no 

foreigner, no woman, no slave, no leper, no child.  They would have picked Side A and not 

Side B, seeking anyone and everyone and bringing them all to Christ: 

 

Rom 5:18 – 18 Therefore, as through one man’s (Adam’s) offense judgment 

came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s 

(Jesus’) righteous act the free gift (of salvation and eternal life) came to all 

men, resulting in justification of life. 

 

Because if Christ’s gospel is the good news that God picks us, the sinful, the rebellious, the 

doomed, the helpless, not because of what we have done, or who we are, or which family or 

nation we are born into, then the disciples absolutely don’t pick who comes to Jesus.  But 

the disciples are in fact picking by hindering the children.  That must mean they do not 

rightly understand Christ’s gospel; they do not really know who He is; they do not really 

believe He is the Savior, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

 

So I think they had two misunderstandings of the gospel.  First, they might have had a little 

Herodian self-important thought in them, and saw Jesus as a political leader to liberate the 

Jews from Rome, although none of them would have admitted it.  A great military leader of 

a movement to shake the kingdoms of the world simply would have no time to be distracted 

by children.  If that was their view, then the work of the Kingdom of God would be simply 

far too important or too valuable or too serious to be inconvenienced by children. 

                                                 
6
 The Gospel Coalition.  https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/justintaylor/2011/08/17/7-differences-between-galilee-

and-judea-in-the-time-of-jesus/ 
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And second, they also probably had a little Pharisee blood running through their self-

righteous veins.  The passage provides evidence of this: 

 

Mark 10:13-16 – 13 And they were bringing children to him, that he might 

touch them; and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it he was 

indignant, and said to them, “Suffer the little children to come unto Me; do 

not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to 

you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall 

not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his 

hands upon them. 

 

Christ follows His indignation, His command to bring and not hinder children, and His 

supporting argument of children belonging in the Kingdom, with this last statement about 

‘receiving the Kingdom of God like a child’.  Why?  I think He is simply distilling down His 

gospel for their self-righteous Pharisee ears.  For children have done nothing, earned 

nothing, accomplished no good work, defended no one, read no scripture, prayed no prayer, 

kept no law.  They have only been brought to Him, receiving Him, letting Him take them in 

His arms, letting Him lay on His hands and bless them.  So to the disciples, whose reasons 

to object and hinder the children must have involved self-righteousness, Christ says all 

come to Him like children who have nothing to justify themselves.  For salvation is a 

free gift of God, given out of love for us, not earned in anyway.  The disciples say, look how 

we left everything to follow you and these children are just being brought to you by know-

nothing parents.  And Christ says ‘Right.’ 

 

John 1:12-13 – 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 

gave power to become children of God; 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 

the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  (All come to Christ the 

same way.) 

 

 

To Bring or To Hinder, That Is the Question 

 

Alright with all that said:  To bring or to hinder, that is the question.  Do we bring children 

to Christ?  Do we have objections to bringing children to Christ?  Do we hinder them in 

some way?  Do we value children the way Christ values them?  Do we value Christ’s gospel?  

Do we understand His gospel?  Do we really know who He is, and believe He is the King of 

Kings, the Lord of Lords, the Savior, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world? 

   

I’d like end by asking how do we adults bring children to Christ and not hinder them.  There 

are many ways, but I’d like to just highlight two.  First and foremost, we bring them to 

Christ by holding as our highest value for ourselves and for them, walking with Christ in 

obedience to His Word.  And we hinder them by holding other values higher, values like 

academic success, athletic success, professional success, political success, convenience, 

comfort, wealth, the approval of men, marrying well, artistic expression, appetites, the list 

could go on and on.  In our fatherly leadership groups, we say the goal is to be Christ-like, 
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to able to say with a clear conscience to anyone, the scripture from 1Cor 11, ‘Imitate me, 

just as I imitate Christ.’ 

 

And second and just as important, we bring children to Christ by seeking to win their hearts 

every day, which means meeting them where they are, respecting who they are, being their 

safe haven where they know they will experience grace, and above all being happy with 

them.  And we hinder them greatly by the opposite, through criticism, fault-finding, 

rejection, and disapproval, in essence by being critical in heart ourselves.  What brings 

children to Christ?  We do, by imitating Christ and winning their hearts.  What hinders 

children from coming to Christ?  We do, by holding other values higher than walking with 

Christ, and by being critical in heart. 

 

Christ’s command to ‘suffer the little children to come to Him’ splits the world in two and 

says pick a side.  And we want to pick Side A.  And perhaps like the disciples we’ve walked 

with Him, listened to His words, saw His miracles that no one else could do, and heard Him 

proclaim Himself God.  Any yet perhaps like the disciples we’ve also not always brought 

children to Christ but sometimes, in some way, we’ve hindered them.  The good news is 

there was coming a day, when the disciples would see Christ clearly, after the resurrection, 

when He rose from the dead, and they would cease saying every other thing that can be 

said and only proclaim, “He is risen.”  And in that day, they would see the only thing that 

mattered was every person coming to Christ and receiving Him as their Savior.  And so they 

will spend every minute until their last breath bringing the children to Christ. 

 

We can take great comfort will also pick Side A more and more as we see Him clearly more 

and more.  For application follows faith.  It is Christ that changes hearts and keeps changing 

our hearts.  It is Christ who saves us and our children and keeps saving us and them, long 

after they have gone from us to their last breath.  For He is alone is King of Kings and Lord 

of Lords, who gave Himself up to save us, who demonstrates kindness and power in all that 

He does. 

 

1John 3:2 – 2 Beloved, … we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

 

In other words, things take care of themselves when we see Him clearly, when we see our 

kind and powerful, perfect Father, who loves us like no one else, for then our values line up 

with His, and we will value children like He does, and value His gospel.  We just have to see 

Him clearly.  I want to leave you with two movies and one scripture.  To see what it is like 

to value children the way Christ values them, I was greatly moved by the movie Dropbox.  

And to see what it is like to value His gospel, I could see over and over the movie, Risen.  

And as for a scripture, I’d like to tell you of one of the many miracles that Christ did to 

demonstrate His kindness and His power.  In Mark 7, it says, there was a deaf and mute 

man.  The scriptures say others brought him to Christ and asked on his behalf that Christ 

heal Him.  In with the greatest kindness, Christ touched his ears and touched his tongue 

and then pointed to heaven so that this poor soul who has never communicated might know 

that God above will heal his ears and his tongue.  Christ then says ‘Be opened’ and he not 

only could hear but speak as if he had been hearing his whole life. 
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Mark 7:37 – 37 And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has 

done all things well.  (What kindness.  What power.) 

 

I hope this passage today from Mark, ‘Suffer the little children to come unto Me’ has helped 

all of us to see more clearly Christ, who had done all things well.  It has for me.  May we 

spend the rest of our days to our last breath bringing all of the children to Him. 

 

 

*          *          * 


