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	For	several	weeks	now,	we’ve	been	in	the	gospel	of	Mark	looking	at	all	the	ways	Jesus	confronted	His	own	culture	
and	by	extension,	every	culture	with	the	values	of	the	kingdom	of	God;	as	a	reminder	that	walking	with	Jesus	will	
always	mean	being	out	of	step	with	our	culture.		If	we	learn	anything	from	church	history,	it’s	that	most	of	the	
problems	the	church	has	experienced	has	been	the	result	of	God’s	people	being	shaped	more	by	the	culture	in	
which	they	lived	than	by	the	word	of	God.		So	this	has	been	a	challenging	series	because	Jesus	keeps	stepping	on	
our	toes	and	this	morning	is	no	exception	as	we	talk	about	Jesus,	Divorce	and	Remarriage.		Now	remember,	I	don’t	
write	the	mail;	I	just	deliver	it.	This	is	a	complicated	and	emotional	topic	and	this	talk	may	open	some	old	wounds	
for	some	of	you.		My	hope	is	that	we	can	place	our	feelings	of	guilt	or	defensiveness	to	the	side	for	a	few	minutes	
to	understand	Jesus’	perspective	on	marriage	and	divorce;	because	I	think	you’ll	find	this	both	helpful	and	
ultimately	very	hopeful.		We	live	in	a	culture	that’s	pessimistic	about	marriage.	Over	the	last	50	years,	the	leading	
indicators	for	marital	health	and	satisfaction	have	steadily	declined.	In	1960,	72	percent	of	us	were	married;	today	
barely	half	are	–the	lowest	percentage	in	American	history.		In	1960,	59%	of	adults	between	18-29	years	old	were	
married;	today	only	20%	are	(but	you	know	that	because	most	of	the	other	80%	are	still	living	at	home.)		The	
divorce	rate	today	is	twice	what	it	was	in	1960.		So	there’s	a	lot	of	pessimism	about	marriage	in	our	culture,	
especially	among	younger	adults	who	believe	that	their	chances	for	a	great	marriage	aren’t	very	good	–	even	
though	well	over	60	%	of	married	folks	describe	their	marriage	as	very	happy.	We	live	in	a	culture	of	easy	divorce	
and	multiple	marriages	–	and	so	did	Jesus;	and	that’s	the	topic	of	a	discussion	He	had	with	His	opponents,	the	
Pharisees	–	and	then	with	His	own	disciples.		We’ll	look	at	how	Jesus	confronted	His	own	culture	understanding	of	
marriage	in	Mark	10	and	Matthew	19	and	at	then	at	how	Jesus	confronts	our	culture	in	1	Cor.	7.	

Let’s	begin	at	Mark	10:2.		“{Some}	Pharisees	came	up	to	Jesus,	testing	Him,	and	{began}	to	question	Him	whether	it	
was	lawful	(according	to	the	Law	of	Moses)	for	a	man	to	divorce	a	wife.”			In	the	first	century,	Hillel	and	
Shammai	were	two	leading	rabbis	who	founded	opposing	schools	of	Jewish	religious	thought	known	as	the	House	
of	Hillel	and	House	of	Shammai.		The	House	of	Hillel	was	liberal,	the	House	of	Shammai	conservative,	especially	
when	it	came	to	divorce.	Rabbi	Hillel	taught	that	men	could	divorce	their	wives	for	virtually	any	reason	at	all.		
Rabbi	Shammai	taught	that	a	man	could	only	divorce	his	wife	for	a	serious	transgression.	So	at	first	glance,	the	
Pharisees	want	to	know	where	Jesus	comes	down	in	this	debate.		But	the	key	word	in	vs.	2	is	the	word,	“testing.”		
The	Pharisees	asked	Jesus	this	question	not	because	they	wanted	to	know	which	school	He	agrees	with;	but	to	test	
Him	–	to	discredit	Him	before	the	Jewish	people	-	but	why	this	question?		I	don’t	think	their	question	is	about	an	
issue	on	which	the	rabbis	were	divided;	it’s	about	a	conversation	the	Pharisees	had	with	Jesus	very	recently.	In	
Luke	16:14-18	which	occurs	right	around	the	time	of	Mark	10,	Luke	writes,	“Now	the	Pharisees,	who	were	lovers	of	
money,	were	listening	to	all	these	things	and	were	scoffing	at	Him.”	Jesus	has	been	teaching	His	disciples	that	the	
love	of	money	is	God’s	greatest	rival	for	our	heart	and	that	it	is	impossible	to	serve	both	God	and	money;	and	the	
Pharisees	who	have	been	listening	in	begin	to	make	fun	of	Him.		Jesus	responds,	“And	He	said	to	them,	"You	are	
those	who	justify	yourselves	in	the	sight	of	men,	but	God	knows	your	hearts;	for	that	which	is	highly	esteemed	
among	men	is	detestable	in	the	sight	of	God.	(you	like	to	look	religious	but	God	knows	you	don’t	take	Him	
seriously.)		The	Law	and	the	Prophets	(the	OT	Scriptures)	were	proclaimed	until	John;	(John	the	Baptist)		since	that	
time	the	gospel	of	the	kingdom	of	God	has	been	preached,	and	everyone	is	forcing	his	way	into	it.	(Both	John	and	
Jesus	came	proclaiming	the	coming	of	God’s	reign	on	the	earth	–	and	many	of	these	people	assumed	that	because	
they	were	religious,	they	would	be	welcomed	with	open	arms	into	God’s	Kingdom.)	But	it	is	easier	for	heaven	and	
earth	to	pass	away	than	for	one	stroke	of	a	letter	of	the	Law	to	fail.	(Jesus	reminds	them	that	God	still	takes	His	



laws	seriously	and	if	you	haven’t	kept	those	laws	perfectly,	you’re	not	getting	in.)	Everyone	who	divorces	his	wife	
and	marries	another	commits	adultery,	and	he	who	marries	one	who	is	divorced	from	a	husband	commits	
adultery.”	Jesus’	point	here	is	that	the	Pharisees	who	prided	themselves	on	their	knowledge	of	the	Law	of	Moses	
didn’t	take	actually	keeping	the	Law	that	seriously.		As	an	example,	Jesus	brings	up	the	way	many	of	them	
apparently	treated	divorce.		Jesus	tells	them,	“You	pass	yourselves	off	as	scholars	of	the	Law	but	God	knows	your	
heart	and	sees	who	you	really	are		Just	look	at	ease	with	which	you	divorce	your	wives;	and	yet	God	calls	what	you	
are	doing	adultery.”	You	can	be	sure	that	conversation	got	the	Pharisees’	attention	and	once	they	recover,	they	
bring	up	this	issue	again.		“Is	it	lawful	for	a	man	to	divorce	his	wife?”		If	Jesus	replies,	“No,	there	is	no	lawful	reason	
for	a	man	to	divorce	his	wife;	and	that’s	why	I	said	that	divorce	and	remarriage	constitute	adultery	since	your	
original	marriage	is	still	intact,”	they	think	they’ve	trapped	Jesus	because	the	law	of	Moses	did	allow	divorce.		
That’s	why	Mark	tells	us	that	the	Pharisees	ask	this	question	to	test	Jesus.		They	think	they’ve	finally	found	an	issue	
where	Jesus	is	stricter	than	Moses	and	they’re	going	to	use	it	against	Him.		
	

Jesus	answers	their	question	the	way	He	often	answers	questions	–	with	a	question	of	His	own.	“And	he	answered	
and	said	to	them,	“What	did	Moses	command	you?’”		How	does	the	Law	read	to	you?		The	Pharisees	are	very	
careful	here.		They	answer	that	the	Law	does	provide	grounds	for	divorce	though	they	don’t	specify	what	they	are	
–	which	is	what	the	argument	between	Hillel	and	Shammai	was	all	about.	“They	said,	"Moses	permitted	{a	man}	TO	
WRITE	A	CERTIFICATE	OF	DIVORCE	AND	SEND	{her}	AWAY."		Notice	they	don’t	answer	their	own	question	about	
the	lawful	grounds	for	divorce.		They	just	quote	part	of	Deut.	24:1-4	which	says	that	when	a	man	marries	a	wife	
and	she	finds	no	favor	in	his	eyes	because	he	has	found	some	indecency	in	her,	he	shall	give	her	a	certificate	of	
divorce.		If	she	marries	again	and	her	second	husband	divorces	her	or	dies,	she	is	not	to	go	back	to	her	first	
husband.		The	intent	of	this	law	was	not	to	provide	legal	grounds	for	divorce	but	rather	to	instruct	how	divorces	
were	to	be	handled	in	Israel.		Unlike	the	surrounding	pagan	cultures	where	all	a	man	had	to	do	to	divorce	his	wife	
was	to	say	“I	divorce	you,”	three	times,	God	gave	His	people	a	three	step	procedure	for	ending	a	marriage.	First	
there	had	to	be	a	written	certificate	of	divorce	which	immediately	made	divorce	a	legal	matter.	The	certificate	was	
probably	also	signed	by	witnesses.		The	certificate	protected	the	spouse	so	that	she	could	not	be	prosecuted	later	
for	adultery	should	she	remarry.		Second,	the	certificate	had	to	be	served	personally	by	the	husband	to	his	wife.		
He	couldn’t	send	someone	else	to	give	it	to	her	according	to	Talmudic	Law.			This	process	allowed	time	for	others	
to	intervene.		Third,	the	divorced	person	must	leave	the	home.		The	relationship	is	permanently	ruptured	and	the	
man	would	declare	that	his	former	wife	was	now	free	to	marry	another.	So	this	law	is	not	about	the	legal	grounds	
for	divorce	but	simply	about	the	procedure	for	divorcing	in	ancient	Israel.		Some	rabbis,	however,	focused	on	the	
first	part	of	the	passage	and	what	finding	no	favor	in	her	husband’s	eyes	because	he	has	found	some	indecency	in	
her	actually	meant.		The	House	of	Hillel	interpreted	it	liberally	to	mean	anything	that	displeased	her	husband	–	
even	failing	to	have	his	dinner	ready	in	time	–	while	the	House	of	Shammai	interpreted	it	conservatively	to	mean	
only	committing	adultery	or	not	being	the	virgin	she	claimed	to	be	when	she	got	married	or	some	other	serious	
sin.		In	any	case,	the	rabbis	pulled	these	verses	of	context	and	turned	a	legal	procedure	for	divorce	into	a	right	of	
men	to	divorce	their	wife.			

Unlike	the	Pharisees,	Jesus	didn’t	consider	Deut.	24	to	be	the	determinative	passage	from	the	law	on	divorce.		It	
was	just	a	regulation	about	how	divorces	happened.	When	He	asked	the	Pharisees	“What	did	Moses	command	
you?”	He	was	thinking	of	the	command	of	Genesis	2	where	God	institutes	marriage	before	sin	has	even	come	into	
the	world.	“And	he	answered	and	said,	“Have	you	not	read,	that	he	who	created	them	from	the	beginning	of	
creation	made	them	male	and	female,	and	said	‘For	this	cause	a	man	shall	leave	his	father	and	mother,	and	the	
two	shall	become	one	flesh’?	Consequently	they	are	no	longer	two,	but	one	flesh.	What	therefore	God	has	joined	
together	let	no	man	separate.”	Jesus	goes	all	the	way	back	to	creation,	reminding	the	Pharisees	that	God	made	
people	male	and	female	for	one	another	and	instituted	marriage	as	a	permanent	relationship;	and	God’s	purpose	
in	creation	is	the	lens	they	should	be	reading	Deut.	24	through.		He	overrides	the	Law’s	teaching	on	divorce	by	



going	back	to	God’s	original	purpose	for	marriage.	Whenever	I	perform	a	wedding,	I	remind	the	bride	and	groom	
that	I	am	not	joining	them	together;	and	they	aren’t	joining	themselves	together.		God	is	the	one	who	joins	us	to	
our	spouse.		He	created	marriage	for	His	purpose,	for	our	benefit	and	for	the	protection	of	our	children	and	
succeeding	generations;	and	He	created	it	to	be	a	permanent	relationship.			In	both	the	OT	and	NT,	marriage	is	a	
picture	of	our	relationship	with	the	God	who	promises	to	never	leave	us	or	to	forsake	us.		So	Jesus	reminds	the	
Pharisees	that	God’s	definition	of	marriage	is	a	permanent	commitment	and	that	is	the	lens	they	need	to	look	at	
this	issue	of	divorce	through.			

At	this	point,	it	looks	like	Jesus	has	fallen	into	the	Pharisee’s	trap.		They	want	to	show	that	His	teaching	is	at	odds	
with	the	Law	of	Moses;	and	so	they	jump	on	Jesus’	answer.		Matthew	gives	us	a	fuller	description	of	this	
conversation	because	the	Jews	to	whom	Matthew	wrote	his	gospel	would	be	more	interested	in	the	technicalities	
of	how	Jesus	interpreted	the	law	than	would	be	the	Gentiles	to	whom	Mark	is	writing.	Matt.	19:	7-9	“They	*said	to	
Him,	"Why	then	did	Moses	command	to	GIVE	HER	A	CERTIFICATE	OF	DIVORCE	AND	SEND	{her}	AWAY?"	(If	marriage	
is	supposed	to	be	permanent	and	people	are	not	to	divide	what	God	has	joined	together,	then	why	does	the	Law	
of	Moses	permit	a	man	to	divorce	his	wife?)	He	*said	to	them,	"Because	of	your	hardness	of	heart	Moses	permitted	
you	to	divorce	your	wives;	but	from	the	beginning	it	has	not	been	this	way”		(going	all	the	way	back	to	Genesis	2	
and	what	God	designed	marriage	to	be)	Why	did	Moses	permit	the	Jews	to	divorce	their	wives?	Notice	that	the	
Law	was	made	for	the	hard-hearted.		The	Law	of	Moses	is	God’s	word	to	Israel	but	that	doesn’t	mean	that	the	Law	
of	Moses	describes	society	as	God	intends	for	it	to	be.		Paul	tells	Timothy	in	1	Timothy	1:8-9,	“But	we	know	that	
the	Law	is	good,	if	one	uses	it	lawfully,	realizing	the	fact	that	law	is	not	made	for	a	righteous	person,	but	for	those	
who	are	lawless	and	rebellious,	for	the	ungodly	and	sinners,	for	the	unholy	and	profane.”		God	didn’t	give	Israel	His	
Law	to	make	them	righteous	but	to	show	them	they	weren’t	and	to	separate	them	from	the	practices	of	the	
nations	surrounding	them	–	to	begin	moving	an	ignorant	and	barbaric	people	toward	Himself	and	toward	true	
righteousness.		The	Law	is	elementary	school.		God	didn’t	give	the	law	to	make	good	people	better	but	to	restrain	
the	evil	in	people	enslaved	to	sin	and	living	in	complete	darkness	about	who	God	really	is	and	how	they	should	live.	
Some	Christians	today	think	that	the	laws	of	Moses	describe	God’s	ideal	nation	and	if	America	would	govern	itself	
by	those	laws,	it	would	be	a	righteous	nation	–	just	like	fundamentalist	Muslims	believe	Sharia	law	should	be	the	
law	of	the	land.		Those	folks	neither	understand	the	New	Testament	nor	do	they	understand	the	purpose	of	the	
Law.		The	Law	of	Moses	is	first	grade	in	the	school	of	faith.	God	gave	Israel	the	Law	to	humanize	an	otherwise	
barbarian	culture;	and	to	restrain	man’s	barbaric	nature.	And	the	laws	of	Moses	with	regard	divorce	illustrate	this.		
God	created	marriage	before	sin	entered	the	picture.		He	didn’t	create	divorce;	people	did	and	when	Moses	gave	
Israel	the	Law,	the	Jews	were	divorcing	their	spouses	just	like	the	nations	around	them.		Men	ruled	and	if	a	man	
wanted	a	younger	wife,	he	threw	his	wife	out	on	the	street	and	married	again.		That	seemed	normal	to	the	people	
of	Israel	because	their	hearts	were	hard	and	so	God	gave	Moses	laws	for	regulating	divorce	just	as	He	gave	Moses	
laws	for	regulating	slavery,	polygamy,	the	use	of	concubines,	and	other	practices	of	that	time	which	we	recognize	
today	as	barbaric–	to	move	Israel	a	step	closer	to	righteousness	than	they	had	been.		That’s	why	many	of	the	laws	
of	Moses	seem	barbaric	to	our	ears.		We	have	to	read	them	in	the	light	of	the	barbaric	people	to	whom	they	were	
addressed.		“An	eye	for	an	eye”	was	a	step	in	the	right	direction	in	a	culture	where	if	you	attack	me,	I	not	only	kill	
you	but	your	entire	family	and	clan.		Laws	about	how	you	treat	the	women	you’ve	taken	as	slaves	from	nations	you	
are	at	war	with	sound	horrific	yet	we	have	to	compare	them	with	the	standard	operating	procedures	of	that	time	
where	those	women	had	no	rights	at	all.		The	Law	was	not	made	for	good	people	just	like	the	laws	of	our	land	are	
not	made	for	good	citizens.	That’s	why	in	the	Sermon	on	the	Mount,	Jesus	explains	God’s	true	intent	in	giving	the	
Law.		“You	have	heard	that	it	was	said,	“Do	not	commit	adultery”	but	I	say	to	you	that	everyone	who	looks	on	a	
woman	to	lust	after	her	has	already	committed	adultery	in	his	heart.”		You	have	heard	that	it	was	said,	“Love	your	
neighbor	and	hate	your	enemy,	but	I	say	to	you,	love	your	enemies	and	pray	for	those	who	persecute	you.”		That’s	
what	I	think	Jesus	means	when	He	says,	"Because	of	your	hardness	of	heart	Moses	permitted	you	to	divorce	your	
wives;	but	from	the	beginning	it	has	not	been	this	way.		God	didn’t	institute	divorce	but	because	divorce	was	
common	in	ancient	Israel,	He	gave	laws	to	regulate	it	and	to	make	it	less	abusive.		But	the	Pharisees	completely	
missed	God’s	clear	intent	that	marriage	is	permanent	and	used	those	regulations	as	a	justification	for	divorce.			
	



Jesus	is	completely	out	of	step	with	His	culture	with	regard	to	divorce	and	remarriage	and	completely	out	of	step	
with	His	disciples	who	are	still	shaped	more	by	their	culture	than	by	His	kingdom.	“In	the	house	the	disciples	
{began}	questioning	Him	about	this	again.		(“Wait	a	minute,	Lord	–	are	You	actually	saying	that	we	can’t	divorce	
our	wives?”)	And	He	*said	to	them,	"Whoever	divorces	his	wife	and	marries	another	woman	commits	adultery	
against	her;	and	if	she	herself	divorces	her	husband	and	marries	another	man,	she	is	committing	adultery."	(Mark	
10:2-12)	If	as	Genesis	2	says,	God	created	marriage	to	be	a	permanent	union,	then	divorcing	your	mate	and	
marrying	another	constitutes	adultery	–	which	assumes	the	original	marriage	is	still	intact.		Jesus’	answer	floors	His	
own	disciples.	They	have	grown	up	in	a	culture	of	easy	divorce;	where	if	things	don’t	work	out	or	if	you	discover	
someone	more	attractive,	you	can	always	get	out	of	your	vow.			Matt.	19:10-11	says,	“The	disciples	*said	to	Him,	
"If	the	relationship	of	the	man	with	his	wife	is	like	this,	it	is	better	not	to	marry."	Otherwise	you	could	be	trapped	
for	life.	“But	He	said	to	them,	"Not	all	men	{can}	accept	this	statement,	(that	it’s	better	not	to	marry)	but	{only}	
those	to	whom	it	has	been	given.”		I	understood	as	a	single	guy	that	marriage	was	for	keeps	and	the	thought	
terrified	me.		If	I	married	the	wrong	woman	I	could	be	trapped	forever.	Yet	I	obviously	got	married	–	because	that’s	
the	way	God	designed	most	of	us.		He	hasn’t	given	everybody	the	desire	and	the	strength	to	stay	single.		Even	
though	marriage	can	be	terrifying,	it	is	still	preferable	to	most	people	to	living	alone.		But	the	disciples,	like	the	
Pharisees	are	looking	at	marriage	through	the	wrong	end	of	the	telescope.		The	lifetime	commitment	of	marriage	
is	actually	a	blessing,	not	a	curse	because	once	a	couple	decides	that	divorce	is	not	an	option	for	them,	they	tend	
to	begin	to	work	on	their	problems.	Tim	Keller	points	out	in	his	book	The	Meaning	of	Marriage	that	studies	show	
that	2/3rds	of	unhappy	marriages	will	become	happy	within	5	years	if	people	stay	married	and	not	get	divorced.		
Marriage	was	designed	by	God	to	be	permanent	and	if	people	treat	it	as	such	and	work	on	it	together,	they	will	be	
blessed.	

Now	some	of	you	are	already	ahead	of	me.		If	divorce	and	remarriage	constitute	adultery,	what	about	the	marriage	
which	has	already	been	destroyed	by	adultery?		Jesus	speaks	to	that	in	Matthew	19	which	is	a	longer	and	more	
complete	version	of	the	story	in	Mark	10.		In	Matt.	19:9	He	says,	"And	I	say	to	you,	whoever	divorces	his	wife,	
except	for	immorality,	and	marries	another	woman	commits	adultery."		Jesus	says	that	divorce	and	remarriage	
constitute	adultery	except	in	the	case	of	one	who	has	divorced	their	spouse	because	of	adultery;	that	divorce	and	
remarriage	are	legitimate	if	one	spouse	has	committed	adultery.		The	word	Jesus	uses	here	which	is	translated	
immorality	here	is	a	general	term	for	all	sexual	behavior	outside	of	a	committed	marriage	relationship:	
extramarital	sex,	premarital	sex,	or	any	other	form	of	sex	with	anyone	other	than	your	spouse.		So	Jesus’	view	of	
divorce	is	similar	to	the	house	of	Shammai	in	this	case	but	with	a	few	significant	contrasts.		First,	the	more	
conservative	house	of	Shammai	required	men	whose	wives	committed	adultery	to	divorce	them.		Jesus	permits	
divorce	in	the	case	of	adultery	but	doesn’t	require	it.		Following	His	example	is	forgiving	our	spouse	and	working	to	
keep	the	marriage	together	if	at	all	possible.		God	forgives	us	when	we	repent	and	we	are	to	forgive	others	when	
they	repent.		I’ve	seen	Christian	husbands	and	wives	decimated	when	they	found	out	their	spouse	had	cheated	on	
them	but	that	spouse	genuinely	repented	and	took	full	responsibility	for	their	sin.		They	grieved	over	that	sin.		They	
didn’t	make	excuses	or	blame	anyone	else.		And	they	grieved	especially	that	they	had	sinned	not	only	against	their	
mate	but	against	God.		And	they	were	willing	to	do	whatever	it	took	to	change;	to	get	to	the	bottom	of	why	they	
had	done	this	and	to	be	the	kind	of	husband	or	wife	God	and	their	spouse	needed	them	to	be.		That	didn’t	lessen	
the	pain	of	their	spouse	but	when	their	spouse	chose	by	faith	to	forgive	them	and	to	stay	in	that	marriage	and	to	
work	together	through	the	pain	and	the	shame	and	the	betrayal;	I	watched	God	transform	that	marriage	by	His	
amazing	grace	and	take	it	to	a	place	it	hadn’t	been	before.		Where	sin	abounds,	grace	abounds	the	more	and	He	is	
the	God	who	redeems;	who	is	able	to	transform	the	worst	situation	if	we	both	will	trust	Him	and	walk	on	what	is	
often	a	painful	path.		But	there	are	situations	where	there	is	no	repentance;	where	serial	adultery	keeps	taking	
place	and	sin	continues	to	reign	without	any	true	repentance;	and	in	those	cases,	sometimes	the	only	course	the	
innocent	spouse	can	take	is	to	end	the	marriage.		In	those	cases,	Jesus	says	that	remarriage	by	the	innocent	spouse	



is	permitted.		The	other	contrast	between	Jesus	and	the	house	of	Shammai	is	that	only	men	were	permitted	to	
divorce	their	wives	according	to	Shammai,	since	women	held	little	power	in	first	century	Israel.	By	the	way,	it	is	still	
that	way	in	Israel	today.		Under	Jewish	religious	law,	a	woman	cannot	divorce	her	husband	without	his	permission.	
But	Jesus’	words	are	transcultural	and	that	is	why	He	says	"Whoever	divorces	his	wife	and	marries	another	woman	
commits	adultery	against	her;	and	if	she	herself	divorces	her	husband	and	marries	another	man,	she	is	committing	
adultery."		According	to	Jesus,	both	men	and	women	can	divorce.	

That’s	how	Jesus	confronted	His	culture	with	the	values	of	God’s	kingdom	in	relation	to	marriage,	divorce	and	
remarriage;	how	does	He	confront	our	culture?		That	was	the	challenge	facing	the	apostle	Paul	in	1	Cor.	7	as	he	
applied	what	Jesus	said	about	divorce	and	remarriage	to	Christians	living	in	the	pagan	culture	of	Corinth;	a	culture	
far	more	like	our	own	that	the	culture	of	first	century	Israel.		What	would	Jesus	say	today	to	those	who	are	
married?		Paul	tells	us	in	1	Cor.	7:10.	“But	to	the	married	I	give	instructions,	not	I,	but	the	Lord,	that	the	wife	should	
not	leave	her	husband…”	Paul	is	applying	Jesus	words	to	the	Christians	in	Corinth	and	in	every	other	culture	
including	our	own.		That’s	why	he	says	these	instructions	are	not	from	me	but	from	Jesus.		And	Jesus’	instructions	
to	those	who	are	married	are,	“stay	married.”			Paul	says	that	the	wife	should	not	leave	her	husband;	which	tells	us	
right	away	we’re	not	in	Israel	any	longer	because	in	first	century	Israel	wives	couldn’t	divorce	their	husbands;	but	
they	could	in	Corinth	and	obviously	they	can	and	do	today	in	America.		In	fact,	most	divorces	in	America	today	are	
initiated	by	wives.	Why	are	Christian	couples	to	stay	married?		Not	because	you’ve	found	your	soul	mate;	not	
because	you’ve	married	the	perfect	spouse	who	meets	all	your	needs	and	expectations	and	never	disappoints	you	
or	irritates	you	or	exasperates	you.		We’re	to	stay	married	because	Jesus	commands	it.			That’s	why	every	
command	about	marriage	in	the	New	Testament	is	based	on	our	relationship	with	Christ,	not	our	relationship	with	
our	mate.		Paul	writes	in	Eph.	5	that	husbands	are	to	love	their	wives	as	Christ	loves	the	church;	sacrificing	Himself	
for	us,	nourishing	and	cherishing	us,	laying	down	His	life	for	us.		“But	she	doesn’t	deserve	for	me	to	treat	her	like	
that.”			Well,	none	of	us	deserved	to	have	Jesus	treat	us	like	that	either	but	He	did	and	that’s	the	point.		The	goal	of	
Christian	marriage	is	to	become	like	Jesus;	not	for	your	wife	to	make	you	happy.		Paul	goes	on	to	tell	wives	to	
submit	themselves	to	their	husbands	the	way	the	church	submits	itself	to	Christ.		“He	doesn’t	deserve	to	be	
submitted	to.”		You’re	right,	he	doesn’t;	but	Jesus	does	and	this	is	His	command	to	you.		The	only	way	I	know	to	
have	a	happy	marriage	is	to	stop	looking	for	a	reason	to	stay	married	in	your	mate	and	to	trust	Jesus.		God’s	will	is	
for	you	to	stay	married;	to	be	Jesus	to	your	mate;	and	to	trust	God’s	plan;	and	if	you	do,	He	will	bless	you.		Every	
conflict	Laurie	and	I	have	had	has	been	resolved	the	same	way;	getting	right	with	Jesus.		It’s	not	about	what	she	
wants	or	what	I	want,	it’s	about	what	He	wants.		He	didn’t	join	us	together	to	ruin	our	lives	but	to	bless	our	lives	
and	as	we	obey	Him,	He	blesses	our	marriage	far	beyond	our	hopes	and	dreams.		No	matter	how	bad	you	may	
think	your	marriage	is,	if	you	will	trust	and	obey	Jesus,	you	will	be	blessed.		Your	relationship	with	your	mate	is	the	
clearest	indication	of	your	true	relationship	with	Christ.		If	you	won’t	obey	Jesus	here,	you	won’t	really	obey	Him	
anywhere	else.		To	those	who	are	married,	Jesus	says,	“Stay	married.			

What	would	Jesus	say	to	those	who	are	divorced?	Paul	continues	in	1	Cor.	7:10-11.		But	to	the	married	I	give	
instructions,	not	I,	but	the	Lord,	that	the	wife	should	not	leave	her	husband	(but	if	she	does	leave,	she	must	remain	
unmarried,	or	else	be	reconciled	to	her	husband),	and	that	the	husband	should	not	divorce	his	wife.”		Paul	is	still	
talking	about	Jesus’	instructions	to	married	people.		The	wife	should	not	leave	her	husband	and	the	husband	
should	not	divorce	his	wife.		Notice	however	that	there	is	the	possibility	of	divorce	without	remarriage.	“…the	wife	
should	not	leave	her	husband	(but	if	she	does	leave,	she	must	remain	unmarried,	or	else	be	reconciled	to	her	
husband.”		When	I	was	a	younger	Christian,	I	assumed	that	all	divorce	was	unbiblical;	but	as	I	read	more	of	the	
Bible	I	discovered	that	the	Bible	both	recognizes	and	regulates	divorce.		Divorce	is	always	caused	by	sin	but	not	all	
divorces	are	sinful	and	that	is	what	Paul	is	addressing	here.		Wives	and	husbands	should	not	divorce	but	there	may	
be	situations	where	divorce	is	necessary	for	your	protection	or	for	the	protection	of	your	children	or	even	to	follow	
Jesus.		We	all	marry	sinners;	that’s	all	that	was	available;	and	people	change.		People	get	addicted	to	alcohol	or	
drugs	or	become	physically	or	verbally	abusive	or	financially	irresponsible	or	involved	in	illegal	activities	or	walk	so	



far	away	from	the	Lord	that	you	can’t	live	with	them	and	follow	Jesus	at	the	same	time.		God	designed	marriage	to	
be	permanent	but	He	also	recognizes	what	can	happen	in	a	fallen	world;	and	so	He	gives	instructions	about	
divorce.		Jesus’	word	to	the	divorced	is	stay	single	or	be	reconciled	to	your	spouse.		This	command	protects	the	
spouse	and	the	marriage.		It	allows	a	spouse	to	escape	from	an	intolerable	situation	but	not	so	they	can	marry	
somebody	else.		Remember,	according	to	Jesus;	it	is	not	divorce	which	constitutes	adultery	but	divorce	and	
remarriage.		A	lot	of	divorces	between	Christians	wouldn’t	happen,	it	people	realized	that	the	alternative	to	staying	
married	was	a	lifetime	of	singleness.		I’ve	talked	to	Christians	in	extreme	situations	who’ve	asked	me	if	they	can	
legitimately	divorce	their	mates	in	God’s	eyes;	and	I	take	them	to	this	verse	and	tell	them	yes	–	but	you	will	be	
single	for	the	rest	of	your	life	or	need	to	reconcile	with	your	mate.		And	often,	there	is	such	a	look	of	relief	as	they	
realize	that	it	is	not	God’s	will	for	them	to	remain	in	this	impossible	situation	and	that	being	single	is	far	preferable	
to	being	married.		I	hope	you	can	see	the	wisdom	of	God	in	this.		It	perfectly	balances	a	high	view	of	marriage	as	a	
permanent	union	and	God’s	care	for	our	safety	and	health.		So	in	light	of	God’s	original	design	of	marriage	before	
the	fall	and	the	fact	that	we	do	live	in	a	fallen	world	and	are	sinners	married	to	sinners,	Jesus	says	to	those	who	are	
divorced,	stay	single	or	reconcile.		By	the	way,	I’ve	seen	people	obey	this	command,	work	through	their	issues	and	
eventually	get	back	together	and	have	amazing	marriages	today.		These	instructions	are	based	on	faith	in	God’s	
ability	to	redeem	any	situation	or	person.	
	
However,	the	Bible	also	has	instructions	about	remarriage;	about	getting	married	again.			In	fact,	the	Bible	
encourages	remarriage.		“A	wife	is	bound	as	long	as	her	husband	lives;	but	if	her	husband	is	dead,	she	is	free	to	be	
married	to	whom	she	wishes,	only	in	the	Lord.”	(meaning	only	another	believer)	(1	Cor.	7:39)		“Therefore,	I	want	
younger	{widows}	to	get	married,	bear	children,	keep	house,	{and}	give	the	enemy	no	occasion	for	reproach;	for	
some	have	already	turned	aside	to	follow	Satan.”	(1	Tim.	5:14-15)	“But	I	say	to	the	unmarried	and	to	widows	that	it	
is	good	for	them	if	they	remain	even	as	I.	But	if	they	do	not	have	self-control,	let	them	marry;	for	it	is	better	to	
marry	than	to	burn	{with	passion.}”	(1	Cor	7:8-9)		“Are	you	bound	to	a	wife?	Do	not	seek	to	be	released.	Are	you	
released	from	a	wife?	Do	not	seek	a	wife.	But	if	you	marry,	you	have	not	sinned;	and	if	a	virgin	marries,	she	has	not	
sinned.	Yet	such	will	have	trouble	in	this	life,	and	I	am	trying	to	spare	you.”	(1	Cor.	7:27-28)		The	New	Testament	
encourages	widows,	widowers	and	in	some	cases,	those	who	are	divorced	to	remarry.		Note	1	Cor.	7:27-28.			To	be	
“released”	in	vs.	27	means	to	be	divorced;	so	when	Paul	asks,	“Are	you	released	from	a	wife?”	he	is	addressing	
those	who	are	divorced	and	says	that	even	for	some	divorced	Christians	to	remarry	is	not	a	sin,	provided	they	
divorced	on	biblical	grounds.		So	what	are	the	biblical	grounds	for	divorce	and	remarriage?	We’ve	already	seen	one	
from	Jesus.	If	a	Christian	divorces	his/her	spouse	because	of	the	spouse’s	sexual	unfaithfulness;	that	Christian	is	
free	to	remarry.		A	friend	of	mine	was	in	ministry	until	his	wife	left	him	to	live	with	another	man.		He	stepped	away	
from	the	ministry	for	a	while	to	care	for	his	children	and	eventually	remarried	and	returned	to	ministry.		The	last	
time	I	saw	him,	he	and	his	wife	had	a	wonderful	marriage	and	a	very	happy	family.		The	Scriptures	would	say	that’s	
a	case	of	legitimate	divorce	and	remarriage.		Paul	adds	a	situation	which	would	not	be	present	in	Israel	in	Jesus’	
time	but	which	was	common	in	Corinth	and	in	America	today;	a	Christian	married	to	a	non-believer	who	is	
deserted	by	her	mate.	“But	to	the	rest	I	say,	not	the	Lord,	(Paul	is	no	longer	quoting	Jesus	about	divorce.		But	he	is	
writing	God-inspired	Scripture	which	is	no	less	authoritative	than	the	words	of	Jesus	because	it	all	comes	from	
God)	that	if	any	brother	has	a	wife	who	is	an	unbeliever,	and	she	consents	to	live	with	him,	he	must	not	divorce	her.	
And	a	woman	who	has	an	unbelieving	husband,	and	he	consents	to	live	with	her,	she	must	not	send	her	husband	
away.		For	the	unbelieving	husband	is	sanctified	through	his	wife,	and	the	unbelieving	wife	is	sanctified	through	her	
believing	husband;	for	otherwise	your	children	are	unclean,	but	now	they	are	holy.		Yet	if	the	unbelieving	one	
leaves,	let	him	leave;	the	brother	or	the	sister	is	not	under	bondage	in	such	{cases,}	but	God	has	called	us	to	peace.”		
(1	Cor.	7:12-15)		Notice	that	if	a	Christian	is	married	to	a	non-Christian,	the	Christian	is	not	to	leave	the	marriage.		
However,	if	the	unbeliever	leaves,	the	Christian	is	not	under	bondage	–	which	means	they	are	free	to	remarry.			
What	often	happened	was	a	married	man	or	woman	would	believe	in	Christ	–	and	their	new	faith	and	allegiance	to	
Jesus	upset	their	spouse	greatly.		They	weren’t	the	same	person	any	longer.		Paul	tells	believers	in	that	situation	to	
do	all	they	can	to	preserve	their	marriage.		Who	knows	but	their	mate	may	come	to	Christ	as	a	result	–	which	often	
happens.		But	if	the	husband	or	wife	divorces	the	believer,	then	the	believer	is	no	longer	bound	and	is	free	to	
marry	another.			Now	some	scholars	will	disagree	with	me	but	I	think	Paul	adds	a	third	situation	where	remarriage	
is	possible.	If	a	Christian	was	divorced	prior	to	becoming	a	believer,	they	are	free	to	remarry.	“Brethren,	each	one	is	
to	remain	with	God	in	that	{condition}	in	which	he	was	called	(in	which	they	became	a	Christian).	Are	you	bound	to	
a	wife?	Do	not	seek	to	be	released.	(to	be	divorced)	Are	you	released	from	a	wife?	Do	not	seek	a	wife.	But	if	you	



marry,	you	have	not	sinned;	and	if	a	virgin	marries,	she	has	not	sinned.	Yet	such	will	have	trouble	in	this	life,	and	I	
am	trying	to	spare	you.”	(1	Cor.	7:24-28)		Here’s	a	case	where	a	man	or	woman	was	divorced	before	they	became	a	
Christian	and	then	they	trust	Jesus.		Because	we	are	new	creations,	old	things	are	past	and	new	things	have	come;	I	
think	that	it	is	possible	for	that	person	to	remarry	in	the	will	of	God.		So	if	you	are	divorced	for	any	of	these	
reasons,	you’re	free	to	remarry.		If	you	divorced	for	any	other	reasons,	Jesus	and	Paul	say	you	are	to	remain	single	
or	be	reconciled	to	your	former	spouse.		But	what	if	that	former	spouse	is	a	non-believer	or	has	remarried	and	
reconciliation	is	impossible?		In	that	case,	I	think	remarriage	is	possible	on	the	same	basis	as	divorce	and	
remarriage	are	possible	in	the	case	of	sexual	unfaithfulness;	since	you	would	have	to	break	up	the	new	marriage	in	
order	to	reconcile	and	we	already	saw	that	God	commanded	the	Jews	not	to	return	to	their	former	mate	once	that	
mate	had	remarried.		
	
What	about	Christians	who	have	divorced	for	unbiblical	reasons	and	remarried?		What	would	Jesus	say	to	them?	
Begin	obeying	today.	Divorce	is	not	the	unforgiveable	sin.		Repentance	and	forgiveness	are	always	available.			In	
cases	where	a	believer	obtained	a	divorce	on	unbiblical	grounds	and	then	remarried	and	is	guilty	of	the	sin	of	
adultery,	they	treat	that	sin	like	any	sin;	confessing	it	and	repenting	of	it;	and	then	continuing	in	their	current	
marriage,	trusting	in	Christ’s	forgiveness	and	moving	on.		1	John	1:8-9	says	“If	we	say	that	we	have	no	sin,	we	are	
deceiving	ourselves	and	the	truth	is	not	in	us.	If	we	confess	our	sins,	He	is	faithful	and	righteous	to	forgive	us	our	
sins	and	to	cleanse	us	from	all	unrighteousness.”		The	Christian	life	is	one	of	daily	confession	and	repentance	
because	we	all	sin	daily	and	need	to	be	forgiven	daily.		But	we	can	know	that	God	forgives	our	sins	when	we	
confess	then	and	repent	of	them	because	Christ	paid	for	them	on	the	cross;	and	that	includes	any	and	every	sin.		
You	can	begin	afresh	each	day.		You	don’t	have	to	carry	around	guilt	and	regret.		God	is	the	God	of	the	second	
chance,	the	third	chance,	the	millionth	chance	–	if	we’ll	simply	be	honest	with	Him	about	what	we’ve	done	and	
believe	in	the	sufficiency	of	Christ’s	death	for	us.		Nobody	does	it	all	right;	we’re	all	sinners,	and	we	all	need	God’s	
mercy	and	grace.		If	you’re	married	or	remarried	–	no	matter	what	the	circumstances	–	God	wants	you	to	stay	
married	and	trust	Him	and	walk	with	Jesus.		And	if	you	will,	He’ll	bless	you.		He	is	the	God	who	redeems	
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