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More Course Corrections 
Nehemiah 13:1-31 

 
 
 
 
Stuck in Reverse (Nehemiah 13:1-31) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Growth isn’t Automatic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How to Keep Growing 
 



For further thought and discussion:  
 
Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?  
 

2. What has been the most difficult habit you’ve had to break? 
 
Going Deeper 

3. Please read Nehemiah 13:1-9.  What does Nehemiah discover when he returns to Jerusalem after 
spending several years in the Persian capital of Susa?  Why was Nehemiah angry?  What do you notice 
about the steps he takes to correct this problem?  Why do you think Nehemiah acts as he does?  Can you 
think of problems we face today that might be similar to Tobiah living in the temple?    

4. Please read Nehemiah 13:10-14.  What else does Nehemiah discover upon his return?  Why is this a 
problem?  How do you think this situation developed?  How does Nehemiah correct this problem?  Can 
you identify similar issues we face today?  

5. Please read Nehemiah 13:15-22.  What else does Nehemiah discover upon his return to Jerusalem?  How 
do you think this problem developed after Nehemiah left Jerusalem? How does he correct this problem? 
Why is an awareness of the consequences of correcting or not correcting our course necessary to make  

6. Please read Nehemiah 13:23-31.  What else does Nehemiah discover upon his return to Jerusalem?  Why 
is this a problem?  How do you think this problem developed?  How does Nehemiah correct this problem?  
Can you think of similar issues Christians face today? 

7. Compare chapter 13 with chapter 10:28-39. Notice that the specific areas the Jews committed themselves 
to obeying God in chapter 10 are the same areas they have fallen back into their old habits in chapter 13.  
In what ways are they like us?  What does chapter 13 tell you about spiritual growth?   Why is it easy to 
get stuck in reverse and to drift and backslide?  What are some things we can do to avoid this?  

8. What role does Nehemiah play in Israel’s spiritual growth?  How is Nehemiah a picture of Jesus in our life? 
 

 
Application:  
What is one thing you learned from this week’s passages that you will apply to your life? 


