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Gospel-Shaped	Generosity	

Have	you	ever	paid	someone	money	to	leave	you	alone?	Shortly	after	Kashelle	and	I	got	
married,	we	were	living	in	Southern	California.	And	one	night,	a	young	woman	came	to	our	
door.	She	was	trying	to	raise	money	to	attend	college.	And	she	was	selling	subscriptions	to	the	
Orange	County	Register.	Now,	Kashelle	and	I	tend	to	react	differently	in	these	kinds	of	
situations.	Her	first	reaction	was,	“God	put	you	in	our	path,	we	must	help	you.”	My	first	reaction	
was,	“…but	I	don’t	even	like	the	Orange	County	Register.”	So…we	signed	up	for	a	subscription.	
And	I	assumed	the	subscription	was	temporary.	Little	did	I	know	that	I	was	actually	signing	my	
life	away;	because	for	the	next	4	years,	people	from	the	Orange	County	Register	kept	calling	
me,	demanding	payments.	And	I’d	say	“I	don’t	want	your	newspaper.	Please	cancel	my	
subscription.”	And	they’d	say,	“ok.”	And	then	they’d	call	again	and	say,	“you’re	delinquent	on	
your	payments.”	And	I’d	say,	“I	don’t	have	payments…because	I’m	dead	to	you.”	Right?	And	
they’d	say,	“oh,	ok.”	And	then,	they’d	call	back.	Eventually,	I	had	to	write	this	really	scary	letter	
threatening	legal	action.	And	then	they	stopped.	But	I	was	prepared	to	say,	“Listen;	just	tell	me	
how	much	money	I	need	to	give	you	to	leave	me	alone.”	

We’re	in	the	midst	of	a	series	on	money.	And	today	we’re	talking	about	giving.	Lots	of	
people	want	your	money,	don’t	they?	Some	people	want	your	money	because	you	owe	them	
money.	And	they	have	no	problem	reminding	you	about	this.	My	friend	used	to	say,	“if	you	ever	
fear	that	no	one	in	the	world	is	thinking	about	you,	just	skip	a	few	car	payments	and	see	what	
happens.”	Some	people	demand	our	money.	Others	just	want	us	to	donate	money.	We’re	
constantly	being	asked	for	donations.	Sports-programs;	fundraisers;	non-profits;	family	
members;	people	on	the	street.	All	kinds	of	people	would	like	our	money.	There’s	lots	of	
external	pressure	on	us	to	give.	So	sometimes,	I	give	out	of	duty.	I	pay	bills	because	that’s	what	
I	should	do;	and	because	I	don’t	want	my	stuff	taken	away.	Other	times,	I	give	out	of	guilt.	I	
hear	about	a	need.	And	I	give	to	make	the	guilty	feelings	go	away.	But	I’ve	become	accustomed	
to	give	for	these	reasons;	to	give	out	of	duty,	or	guilt.			

Today	we’re	looking	at	what	God	says	about	giving.	God	commands	us	to	give.	So	
there’s	duty	involved.	And	God	says	people	have	real	needs	that	we	should	meet.	And	that	
might	make	us	feel	guilty.	I	mean,	if	you	want	to	make	a	Christian	feel	bad,	just	say,	“you	need	
to	give	more;”	because	there’ll	always	be	someone	in	the	world	less	fortunate	than	you;	who	
could	benefit	from	your	money.	And	so	it’s	tempting	to	hear	the	biblical	teaching;	and	to	
respond	out	of	obligation,	or	guilt;	and,	in	a	sense,	to	say,	“Jesus,	how	much	money	do	I	have		
to	give	you	to	leave	me	alone?”		
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But	here’s	the	problem;	these	motivations	don’t	work;	not	in	the	long	run	anyways.	
American	Christians	are	constantly	asked	to	give.	And	yet	the	average	Christian	in	America	
donates	less	than	3%	of	their	income	to	charity.1	God	commands	us	to	give	sacrificially.	Yet	
many	believers	give	sparingly,	if	at	all.	And	God	also	commands	us	to	give	joyfully.	Paul	says	
that	God	loves	a	cheerful	giver.2	So	God	isn’t	merely	concerned	with	the	quantity	of	my	giving,	
but	the	quality	of	my	giving.	See,	if	I’m	motivated	by	duty,	I’ll	give	until	the	duty	is	fulfilled.	If	I’m	
motivated	by	guilt,	I’ll	give	until	the	guilty	feelings	go	away.	But	God	calls	me	to	be	a	radically	
generous	person,	who	enjoys	being	radically	generous.	And	to	become	that	kind	of	person,	I	
need	a	better	motivation.	I	need	the	gospel.	

At	Creekside,	our	goal	is	to	help	you	see	every	area	of	life	in	light	of	the	gospel;	in	light	
of	Jesus’	death	and	resurrection.	And	today	I	want	to	show	you	how	the	gospel	makes	us	
generous.	We	must	let	the	gospel	shape	our	generosity.	Our	giving	must	be	gospel-	motivated,	
gospel-reenacting,	and	gospel-furthering.	In	other	words,	the	gospel	must	transform	why	I	give,	
how	I	give,	and	what	I	give	to;	because	only	the	gospel	can	make	me	both	radically	and	joyfully	
generous.	Now	if	you’re	new	here,	or	if	you’re	investigating	Jesus,	please	know	that	we’re	
delighted	to	have	you.	And	we	don’t	ask	or	expect	you	to	give.	This	isn’t	“pledge	drive	Sunday”	
okay?	This	isn’t	a	radio-station.	We’re	not	going	to	keep	talking	about	giving	until	the	church	is	
“fully-funded.”		

1. Gospel-Motivated:	That	being	said,	let’s	look	at	gospel-shaped	generosity.	The		
gospel	reshapes	my	heart.	And	it	gives	me	a	new	motivation	for	giving.	When	we	talk	about	
giving,	we	often	ask,	“how	much	should	I	give?”	How	much	does	God	require	of	me?	But	for	
believers,	there’s	a	more	fundamental	question,	and	it’s	this;	how	much	do	I	have?	Before	we	
ask,	“how	much	does	God	require?”	We	must	ask,	“how	much	has	God	provided?”	Because	
starting	with	that	question	changes	everything.			

A	few	years	ago	I	was	at	my	friend’s	bachelor	party.	And	there	was	this	guy	there	who	
I’d	never	met.	And	throughout	the	night,	this	guy	kept	paying	for	things.	We	ate	dinner.	And	
before	we	could	pay,	the	servers	came	up	and	said,	“ok,	you’re	all	set.”	Then	we	grabbed	
drinks.	And	somehow,	none	of	us	had	to	pay	for	them.	Then	we	went	to	our	hotel.	And	all	the	
rooms	were	paid	for.	And	then	we	had	to	get	an	extra	room;	and	somehow,	we	didn’t	have	to	
pay	for	that	either.	This	guy	wouldn’t	let	us	pay	for	anything.	And	we’d	try	to	give	him	money.	
But	he’d	just	grin,	and	ignore	us.	And	I	was	grateful.	But	I	was	doing	the	math	in	my	head.	And	I	
thought,	“this	guy	just	dropped	a	few	mortgage	payments	on	us.	Who	does	that?	Is	he	ok?”	One	
of	the	groomsman	knew	this	guy	pretty	well.	So	we	asked	him,	“hey,	is	this	normal	for	him?”	
And	he	said,	“Yeah.	It	is,	actually.	This	is	what	he	does	for	fun.”	As	it	turned	out,	this	man	had	a	
very	successful	business.	And	he	just	loved	bless	people.	That	was	like	his,	“hobby.”	He	loved	it.	
He	had	far	more	than	he	needed,	and	so	giving	wasn’t	a	burden.	It	was	a	joy.	And	I	thought,	
“man,	I’d	love	to	have	that	kind	of	hobby.”	But	the	truth	is,	God	wants	all	of	us	to	give	with	that	
kind	of	joyful	spirit;	with	that	heart-attitude.	And	perhaps	you	say,	“Jeff,	that	sounds	great.	But	
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I’m	not	rich.”	Fair	enough.	Perhaps	you’re	not	as	wealthy	as	that	businessman.	But	in	another	
sense,	you	are	rich.	You’re	already	rich,	because	you	have	Jesus.	Listen	to	what	Paul	says	in	2	
Corinthians	8.	“You	know	the	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	that	though	he	was	rich,	yet	for	
your	sake	he	became	poor,	so	that	you	by	his	poverty	might	become	rich.”3	Paul	is	motivating	
people	to	be	radically	generous.	And	to	do	this,	he	reminds	them	of	what	they	already	have	in	
Christ.	He	says,	“Jesus	became	poor;	so	that	you	might	become	rich.”	Jesus	was	enthroned	in	
heaven.	He	was	worshiped	by	countless	angels.	He	was	rich.	He	lacked	nothing.	But	out	of	his	
great	love	for	us,	he	left	his	throne,	and	took	on	our	humanity	to	suffer	pain	and	loss	and	
ultimately,	to	die	naked	on	a	cross	for	our	sins.	Jesus	took	on	all	of	our	guilt,	and	shame.	He	
poured	himself	out	completely	for	us.	He	became	poor.	He	took	on	all	of	our	liabilities.	And	he	
gave	us	all	of	his	assets.	By	joining	himself	to	us,	he	gives	us	every	blessing	God	could	possibly	
give	us.	So	in	him,	we’re	rich.			

Paul	says	that	in	Christ,	we	have	every	spiritual	blessing	in	the	heavenly	places.4	We	
have	a	right	standing	before	God.	We’re	God’s	special	possession.	We	have	access	to	his	
presence.	We’ve	been	adopted	into	God’s	family.	We	have	Christ’s	position	and	authority.	We	
have	eternal	life.	We	have	the	Spirit	of	God	living	within	us.	In	Christ,	God	is	absurdly	generous	
to	us.	That’s	why	Paul	says	to	the	Corinthians,	“all	things	are	yours,	whether…the	world	or	life	or	
death	or	the	present	or	the	future	–	all	are	yours.”5	Elsewhere	he	says,	“He	who	did	not	spare	
His	own	Son,	but	delivered	Him	up	for	us	all,	how	will	He	not	also	with	Him	freely	give	us	all	
things?”6	In	Christ	we	already	have	everything	we	need,	and	so	much	more.	So	how	does	this	
change	the	way	we	give?	Here	are	three	things	we	already	have	in	Christ	that	fuel	generosity.	 	

First,	in	Christ	we	already	have	contentment.	In	Philippians	4,	Paul	says,	“I’ve	learned	to	
be	content	with	a	lot	of	money;	and,	with	a	little.”7	When	we	know	Christ’s	love	and	presence	
and	power,	we	experience	contentment.	And	we	have	joy.	When	Paul	was	content,	what	was	
the	common	denominator?	Jesus.	What	wasn’t	the	common	denominator?	Money.	So	if	you	
have	Jesus,	you	can	be	content	right	now;	before	the	next	raise;	before	the	next	promotion.	You	
don’t	need	more	money	to	experience	this.	Do	you	see	how	that	frees	you	to	be	generous?	
Generosity	doesn’t	create	discontentment.	In	Christ,	you	have	a	reservoir	of	endless	
contentment.		

Second,	in	Christ	we	have	provision.	Jesus	gives	us	a	new	relationship	with	God.	Now	
God	isn’t	just	my	judge,	or	my	sovereign.	He’s	my	Father.	In	Christ,	I’m	God’s	adopted	Son;	
which	means	God	is	as	favorably	disposed	to	me	as	he	is	to	Jesus.	I	have	a	heavenly	Father	who	
delights	to	meet	my	needs.	I	love	how	Jesus	puts	it	in	Matthew	7,	“…which	one	of	you,	if	his	son	
asks	him	for	bread,	will	give	him	a	stone?	Or	if	he	asks	for	a	fish,	will	give	him	a	serpent?	If	you	
then,	who	are	evil,	know	how	to	give	good	gifts	to	your	children,	how	much	more	will	your	
Father	who	is	in	heaven	give	good	things	to	those	who	ask	him!”8	Jesus	says,	“when	your	kid	
asks	for	food,	do	you	give	him	a	poisonous	snake?”	“Jake,	you	want	Panera	Bread?	How	about	
this	Python	instead?!!”	That’s	crazy	right?	Even	lousy	parents	don’t	do	that.	And	Jesus	says,	“if	
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even	lousy	parents	take	care	of	their	kids,	how	much	more	will	God	take	care	of	you?”	Paul	says	
that	God	will	supply	all	of	our	needs	in	Christ	Jesus.9	So	we	can	be	generous;	because	we	God	
will	provide	for	us.	I	mean	already	gave	us	Jesus!		

Third,	in	Christ	I	have	the	guarantee	of	an	inheritance.	I’m	a	co-heir	with	Christ.	And	one	
day,	I’ll	inherit	the	world;	and	rule	it	alongside	Jesus.10	One	of	the	main	reasons	people	don’t	
give	is	because	they	fear	the	future.	They	don’t	know	what	to	expect,	so	they	hoard	as	much	
money	as	they	can.	But	we	have	the	best	401k	plan	in	the	universe.	Imagine	that	you	had	a	
trillion	dollars	sitting	in	low-risk	investments.	But	you	couldn’t	touch	it	until	you	retired.	Would	
you	really	worry	about	giving	money	away?	In	Christ,	we	have	an	even	better	retirement	plan	
than	that.	We	have	endless	riches.	And	that	inheritance	is	imperishable.	Even	death	can’t	touch	
it.11		

In	Christ,	God	gives	us	grace	upon	grace.	See,	if	I	start	by	asking,	“how	much	should	I	
give?”	I’ll	give	the	bare	minimum.	Instead,	I	should	ask	“how	much	do	I	have?”	In	Christ,	we	
have	contentment,	provision,	and	endless	blessings.	God	has	blessed	us,	is	blessing	us	and	will	
bless	us	forever.	So	we	have	more	than	we	know	what	to	do	with.	And	if	we	struggle	to	be	
generous	it’s	because	we’ve	forgotten	that.	But	if	we	remember	it,	we’ll	give.	We’ll	give	with	
joy	and	with	radical	generosity.	And	that	brings	us	to	the	second	point.				

2. Gospel-Reenacting:	Generosity	is	fueled	by	the	gospel.	And	generosity	reenacts	the		
gospel.	The	gospel	doesn’t	just	transform	why	I	give.	It	transforms	how	I	give.	Just	as	Christ	
sacrificed	his	life	for	my	good,	so	I	must	lay	down	my	life	for	the	good	of	others.		

The	Apostle	John	says	this. “We	know	love	by	this,	that	He	laid	down	His	life	for	us;	and	
we	ought	to	lay	down	our	lives	for	the	brethren.	17	But	whoever	has	the	world's	goods,	and	
beholds	his	brother	in	need	and	closes	his	heart	against	him,	how	does	the	love	of	God	abide	in	
him?	18	Little	children,	let	us	not	love	with	word	or	with	tongue,	but	in	deed	and	truth.”	(1	John	
3:16-18).		

John	says	that	Jesus	defines	love.	Love	is	sacrifice.	It’s	Jesus’	sacrifice	for	us.	And	look	at	
the	comparison	John	draws.	He	says	that	just	as	Jesus	sacrificed	himself	for	us,	so	we	must	
sacrifice	our	lives	for	each	another.	So	what	does	this	like	in	practice?	Well,	John	tells	us	what	it	
doesn’t	look	like	in	verse	17.	He	says	that	if	we	see	a	fellow	Christian	in	need	and	close	our	
hearts	to	them,	we	aren’t	displaying	Christ’s	love.	What’s	the	implication?	Loving	like	Jesus	
means	giving	to	people	sacrificially.	Loving	like	Jesus	means	giving	to	meet	practical	needs.	
That’s	what	it	means	to	love	“in	deed	and	truth,”	as	John	says	in	verse	18.	So	Christian	love	has	
a	financial	component.	Christian	love	isn’t	fundamentally	about	having	fond	feelings	of	
affection,	or	saying	nice	things.	At	root,	it’s	a	commitment	to	give	from	my	means	to	meet	your	
needs.	If	I	don’t	ensure	that	my	kids	are	fed,	and	clothed,	and	housed,	I	don’t	care	about	my	
kids,	regardless	of	how	much	time	I	spend	with	them,	or	whether	I’m	a	“fun	dad.”	And	if	I	don’t	
care	about	your	basic	needs,	I	don’t	care	about	you.		

So	Christ-like	love	is	giving	to	meet	needs.	And	this	kind	of	giving	costs	me	something;		
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just	as	Jesus’	love	cost	him	something.	Jesus	didn’t	skimp	on	us.	He	didn’t	give	us	bits	and	
pieces	of	God’s	grace.	Instead,	he	gave	us	all	of	God’s	grace	and	did	so	at	the	cost	of	his	own	
life.	Generosity	isn’t	skimming	off	the	top.	It’s	not	throwing	scraps	of	surplus	cash	to	God.	No,	
God	calls	us	to	give	from	our	substance,	not	just	our	surplus.		

This	is	a	theme	that	runs	throughout	Scripture.	In	the	Old	Testament	the	people	of	Israel	
gave	God	the	firstborn	of	their	flocks	and	the	firstfuits	of	their	harvest.	This	demonstrated	that	
God	was	their	first	priority.	It	was	also	an	act	of	faith.	The	people	gave	God	the	first	part	of	the	
harvest.	They	didn’t	know	if	the	rest	of	the	harvest	would	be	good.	They	gave	God	their	first	
livestock.	They	didn’t	know	if	the	rest	of	the	livestock	would	be	healthy.	And	this	kind	of	giving	
honors	God.	Proverbs	3	says,	“Honor	the	LORD	from	your	wealth,	And	from	the	first	of	all	your	
produce….”12	God	is	first	and	best.	So	we	should	give	him	our	first	and	our	best.	And	as	New	
Covenant	believers,	we	have	an	even	greater	motivation	to	give	this	way.	Jesus	has	first	place	in	
everything.	He’s	the	very	best.13	And	yet,	he	sought	us	first,	loved	us	first,	put	our	needs	first,	
and	gave	us	his	very	best.	And	that	motivates	us	to	give	back	to	him	the	way	he	gives	to	us;	
which	means	we	don’t	give	him	the	leftovers.	We	don’t	just	give	surplus.	We	give	substance.	
That’s	how	we	give.			

Now,	whenever	we	talk	about	“how,”	to	give,	it’s	natural	to	ask,	“how	much?”	How	
much	of	my	income	does	God	want?	Many	Christians	practice	tithing.	And	some	people	teach	
that	Christians	must	give	10%	of	their	income	to	the	local	church.	But	does	the	Bible	actually	
teach	this?	Are	we	commanded	to	tithe?	Now,	I	want	to	tread	lightly	here.	Some	of	you	are	
faithful	tithers.	And	if	you’ve	been	faithfully	tithing,	I	want	to	say,	“thank	you.”	That’s	
praiseworthy.	That	honors	God.	You	are	being	generous.	There’s	much	to	commend	about	
tithing.	That	being	said,	I’m	reticent	to	teach	tithing;	to	say	the	Bible	requires	that	Christians	
tithe.	Here	are	5	reasons	why.		

First,	some	texts	about	tithing	are	descriptive,	rather	than	prescriptive.	The	Biblical	
authors	don’t	affirm	everything	they	record.	And	some	passages	mention	tithing.	But	they	don’t	
necessarily	teach	tithing.	For	instance,	in	Genesis	14	Abraham	wins	a	great	military	victory.	And	
he	gives	a	tenth	of	his	spoils	to	a	king,	named	Melchizedek.	And	this	highlights	the	greatness	of	
this	king.	But	Genesis	14	isn’t	about	tithing.	It’s	about	the	greatness	of	Melchizedek.	And	the	
fact	that	Abraham	tithes	is	incidental	to	the	main	point.	In	Genesis	28,	Jacob	promises	to	give	
God	a	tenth	of	his	goods	in	exchange	for	God’s	blessing.	But	it’s	clear	that	Jacob	is	trying	to	
twist	God’s	heal;	to	manipulate	God	into	blessing	him.	And	that’s	ironic,	because	God	had	
already	promised	to	bless	Jacob.	So	Jacob’s	pledge	to	tithe	actually	demonstrates	a	lack	of	faith.	
So	neither	of	these	passages	commend	the	practice	of	tithing.	

Second,	technically	speaking,	the	Israelites	didn’t	tithe.	They	actually	gave	a	much	
higher	percentage	of	their	income.	Now	if	you’re	an	accountant	you’ll	probably	enjoy	this.	If	
you’re	not,	just	bear	with	me.	God	didn’t	command	the	Israelites	to	offer	just	one	tithe,	but	
three.	In	Leviticus	27,	God	commands	the	Israelites	to	give	a	tenth	of	their	produce	to	the	
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Levites,	who	worked	in	the	temple.	In	Deuteronomy	14,	he	commands	Israel	to	set	aside	a	
second	tithe	for	religious	festivals.	And	later	in	Deuteronomy	14,	he	commands	Israel	to	set	
aside	a	third	tithe	to	help	needy	people	within	Israel.	But	the	Israelites	only	gave	this	third	tithe	
every	three	years.	So,	if	we	pro-rate	the	third	tithe,	we	find	that	the	average	Jew	actually	gave	
23.3%	of	their	income	away.	Now,	if	you	want	to	give	23.3	percent	of	your	gross	income	to	
Creekside,	that’s	between	you	and	Jesus.	I’m	not	going	to	stop	you.	But	if	we’re	going	to	use	
the	Mosaic	Law	as	a	guideline	for	giving,	it’s	important	we	understand	what	it	actually	teaches.			

Third,	no	New	Testament	author	commands	us	to	tithe.	Christian	aren’t	under	the	Law	
of	Moses.	We’re	under	the	law	of	Christ.	And	we	interpret	the	Old	Testament	how	Jesus	does.	If	
Jesus,	or	another	New	Testament	writer,	says	a	law	is	still	in	effect,	then	it	is.	But	if	a	law	isn’t	
reiterated	in	the	New	Testament,	we	assume	it’s	no	longer	in	effect.	And	no	New	Testament	
writer	commands	us	to	tithe.	Jesus	mentions	tithing	twice.14	But	in	each	case,	he’s	talking	to	
Jews;	to	people	who	are	still	living	under	the	Law	of	Moses.	In	Hebrews	7,	the	writer	mentions	
Abraham’s	tithe	to	Melchizedek.	But	he	does	this	to	highlight	the	greatness	of	Melchizedek.	
He’s	not	providing	a	lesson	on	tithing.	So	there’s	no	clear	command	for	New	Covenant	believers	
to	tithe.	And	this	leads	to	point	4.				

I’m	very	reluctant	to	mandate	what	the	Bible	doesn’t	clearly	mandate.	I	don’t	want	to	
go	beyond	the	Bible,	which	leads	to	point	5.			

I’m	hesitant	to	teach	tithing,	because	it	can	easily	become	a	false	standard	of	
spirituality.	Now,	let	me	reiterate;	if	you’re	personally	committed	to	tithing,	that’s	wonderful.	
But	if	I	teach	that	tithing	is	God’s	gold	standard	for	giving,	that’s	dangerous;	because	it’s	an	
extra-biblical	standard.	I’m	saying,	“if	you’re	spiritual;	if	you’re	obedient;	you’ll	tithe.”	But	then	
people	who	are	just	scraping	might	feel	really	guilty;	even	though	it	might	be	totally	unrealistic	
for	them	to	tithe,	given	their	circumstances.	And	they’ll	feel	bad,	even	though	they	aren’t	doing	
anything	wrong.	But	for	other	people,	the	tithe	is	probably	way	too	low	a	bar.	And	I	don’t	want	
people	to	feel	prideful,	or	self-satisfied	because	they’re	tithing.	For	some	people,	sacrificial	
giving	will	mean	going	far	beyond	the	tithe.	I	don’t	want	to	settle	for	a	tithe	in	my	own	life;	
because	there’s	no	biblical	ceiling	on	generosity.	If	that’s	where	I	end	up,	fine.	But	I	don’t	want	
to	place	an	artificial,	extra-biblical,	lid	on	my	giving.	So	for	these	reasons,	I	hesitate	to	teach	the	
tithe.			

And	at	this	point	you	might	be	asking,	“okay	Jeff,	fine.	So	what	should	we	do?	What	
principles	should	guide	our	giving?”	Here	are	five.15	And	they’re	all	taken	from	1	Corinthians	16.	
Paul	says	this,	“Now	concerning	the	collection	for	the	saints,	as	I	directed	the	churches	of	
Galatia,	so	do	you	also.	2	On	the	first	day	of	every	week	let	each	one	of	you	put	aside	and	save,	
as	he	may	prosper,	that	no	collections	be	made	when	I	come.”	Paul	gives	the	the	church	at	
Corinth	instructions	on	giving.	And	here	are	five	principles	we	can	glean.	

First,	giving	should	be	planned.	Paul	tells	the	church	to	put	money	aside.	If	you’re	going	
to	give	sacrificially,	you	need	a	plan.	You	need	to	determine	what	you’ll	give	to.	If	you	just	say,	
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“God,	if	you	want	me	to	give,	show	me;”	you’re	not	going	to	give	sacrificially.	You	need	a	plan	
for	where	your	money	is	going.			

Second,	giving	should	be	periodic.	Paul	says,	“do	it	on	the	first	day	of	the	week.”	To	give	
sacrificially,	you	need	to	give	as	a	habit	of	life.	It’s	a	scheduled	activity.		

Third,	giving	should	be	proportional.	Paul	says	we	should	give	as	we	prosper.	If	you	
come	into	money,	that	mean	you	come	into	more	generosity.	If	you	get	a	raise,	you’re	giving	
gets	a	raise.	You’re	standard	of	giving	should	at	least	parallel	your	standard	of	living.			

Fourth,	giving	should	be	personal.	Paul	says,	“let	each	of	you,”	do	this.	We	should	each	
prayerfully	resolve	what	we’re	going	to	give,	and	then	resolve	to	give	joyfully.	I	can’t	tell	you	
what	to	do.	I	can’t	compel	you	to	do	this.	You	need	to	make	that	determination	in	your	heart.	

Fifth,	giving	should	be	plentiful.	Paul	wants	the	Corinthians	to	be	generous	to	the	poor	
so	that	when	he	comes,	the	donation	is	fully-funded.	We	should	give	bountifully.	What	does	
that	mean?	You	need	to	figure	that	out.	But	the	guiding	question	is	this;	“does	my	giving	reflect	
the	sacrificial	generosity	of	Jesus?	Does	it	reenact	the	gospel?”	Because	the	gospel	is	not	just	
our	motivation	for	giving.	It’s	our	model	for	giving.				

3. Gospel-Furthering:	Our	giving	should	be	gospel-motivated;	and	gospel-reenacting.	Third		
and	finally,	it	should	be	gospel-furthering.	In	other	words,	we	should	give	to	see	the	gospel	
advance.	As	Christians,	we	have	certain	financial	obligations.	In	1	Timothy	5,	Paul	says	we’re	
obligated	to	provide	for	our	families.16	In	Mark	7,	Jesus	says	we’re	obligated	to	honor	our	
parents	by	providing	for	their	needs	when	they’re	old.17	In	Luke	10,	Jesus	calls	on	us	to	
materially	help	neighbors	in	need;	to	help	needy	people	who	cross	our	path.18	Now,	those	
obligations	aren’t	unique	to	Christians.	Most	cultures	share	these	values.	But	Scripture	also	calls	
on	Christians	to	give	in	two	uniquely	Christian	ways.		

First,	we	give	to	meet	urgent	material	needs	within	our	faith	family;	both	here	and	
around	the	world.	If	we	can’t	take	care	of	our	own,	we	can’t	take	care	of	anyone	else.	Paul	calls	
us	to	do	good	especially	to	the	household	of	faith.19	That	means	being	committed	to	help	our	
impoverished	brothers	and	sisters;	both	here	and	around	the	world.	And	today,	this	is	easier	
than	ever.	You	can	go	on	Compassion	International	right	now20	and	sponsor	a	kid	in	poverty.	It’s	
38	bucks	a	month.	It	takes	5	minutes.	It	can	transform	a	kid’s	life	(as	well	as	their	family’s).	We	
should	intentionally	look	for	ways	to	help	our	faith	family;	whether	it’s	a	need	person	sitting	
next	to	us	at	church;	or	a	needy	believer	half-way	around	the	world.			

Second,	we	should	give	to	advance	the	gospel.	We	should	give	to	missionaries,	and		
and	church-planters,	and	those	who	are	extending	the	kingdom	through	gospel-demonstration	
and	gospel-proclamation.	We	should	fund	those	who	are	reenacting	Christ’s	love	by	doing	good	
work	in	the	world;	and	who	are	declaring	Christ’s	love	by	speaking	good	words.	In	Philippians	4,	
Paul	calls	this	our	partnership	in	the	gospel.21	We	partner	with	our	money	to	see	the	gospel	
advance.	And	one	facet	of	this	partnership	is	giving	to	the	local	church.	The	local	church	is	God’s	
vehicle	in	the	world	for	expanding	his	kingdom.	It’s	his	plan	A.	Which	means	funding	kingdom	
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expansion	requires	us	to	fund	the	local	church;22	which	brings	me	to	the	awkward	part	of	this	
talk.	Let’s	just	name	the	elephant	in	the	room.	I’m	telling	you	to	give	to	the	Creekside.	And	I	get	
my	salary	from	you…giving	to	Creekside.	So	clearly,	there	could	be	a	conflict	of	interest	here.	If	
ever	there	were	a	time	to	guilt	you	into	giving,	this	would	be	it.	But	I	can’t	do	that,	because	I	
just	told	you	that	guilt-giving	isn’t	pleasing	to	God.	And	here’s	the	reality;	when	we	ask	people	
to	give,	we	often	talk	about	need.	“Here’s	what	we	need.”	And	I	think	it’s	fine	for	an	
organization	to	talk	about	their	needs.	The	danger	is	that	we	guilt	people	by	emphasizing	the	
needs.	But	here’s	the	reality	for	Creekside;	as	an	institution,	we’re	doing	fine.	God	is	good.	You	
are	generous.	Our	council	has	managed	our	money	well.	And	so	we	don’t	have	any	dire	needs	
right	now.	I	can’t	put	a	picture	of	my	daughter	up	here,	and	say,	“if	you	don’t	give,	Addie	won’t	
have	any	toys	for	her	birthday.”	No,	she	has	too	many	toys	to	play	with.	We	don’t	even	have	
fake	needs;	like,	“if	you	don’t	give	today,	our	youth	ministry	might	never	have	a	rock	wall.”	So	if	
you	haven’t	been	giving;	and	you	don’t	give	today;	we’ll	be	fine.		

God	has	richly	provided	for	us.	But	if	you	call	Creekside	home	–	if	you’re	invested	here	–		
I	think	you	should	give;	because	in	the	New	Testament,	we’re	called	to	give	our	time,	our	
talents,	and	our	treasure	to	advance	God’s	mission.	And	the	local	church	is	God’s	vehicle	for	
expanding	his	mission	on	earth.	So	if	we	want	to	fund	God’s	kingdom;	we	must	fund	the	local	
church.	And	you	might	say,	“but,	Jeff	you	don’t	have	needs.	Why	should	I	give?”	Well,	aside	
from	the	gospel,	here	are	two	additional	motivations	to	give.		

First,	giving	helps	us	buy-in.	When	you	invest	money	in	God’s	kingdom,	you	are		
committing	more	deeply	to	God’s	mission.	Jesus	says,	“…where	your	treasure	is,	there	will	your	
heart	be	also.”23	Our	hearts	follow	our	wallets.	If	you	put	money	into	something,	you	fall	more	
in	love	with	it.	If	you	dump	a	bunch	of	money	into	a	car;	you	won’t	let	anyone	drive	it,	or	
breathe	on	it.	You’re	terrified	every	time	you	pull	out	of	the	lot.	After	you	remodel	your	
kitchen,	don’t	you	feel	pain	the	first	time	a	kid	scratches	a	cabinet?	Doesn’t	a	little	part	of	you	
die?	We	love	what	we	invest	in.	If	you	want	to	increase	your	heart	for	the	church,	give	to	it;	
you’ll	be	more	invested	in	what	happens	here.	It’s	a	way	of	become	more	invested	in	God’s	
mission.			
	 Second,	how	much	do	you	want	to	see	God’s	kingdom	advance?	We	have	opportunities	
to	fund	God’s	mission	here;	to	fund	church	plants;	to	fund	global	mission;	to	fund	all	sorts	of	
things.	And	when	we	do	that	in	a	focused	way;	and	do	it	together,	we	multiply	the	power	of	
giving.	So	how	much	gospel	ministry	do	you	want	to	see	multiplied	in	the	Bay	Area?	How	much	
mission	to	unreached	peoples	do	you	want	to	see	happen?	Seeing	God’s	kingdom	advance	
usually	requires	leaders,	people,	and	money.	And	money	is	what	we	have	most	control	over.	So	
ask	yourself,	“how	quickly	do	I	want	to	see	God’s	kingdom	advance?	How	far	do	I	want	it	to	
advance?”					

Craig	Blomberg	is	a	widely	respected	New	Testament	scholar.	And	he	has	done	as	much	
scholarly	work	as	anyone	in	the	area	of	Christian	financial	stewardship.	And	after	surveying	the	
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entire	New	Testament,	and	what	it	teaches	about	giving,	here’s	what	he	says,	“genuine,	saving	
faith	inevitably	produces	good	works	….These	will	differ	in	quantity	and	quality	from	one	person	
to	the	next.	They	do	not	preclude	short	or	long	lapses	of	“backsliding”	at	times	in	a	believer’s	
life.	But	some	forms	of	genuine	transformation	will	occur	in	true	believers’	lives….Do	any	
particular	good	works	take	center	stage?	The	stewardship	of	one’s	material	possessions	
…appears	as	exhibit	A.”24	When	the	New	Testament	talks	about	the	fruit	of	a	life	changed	by	
Jesus,	it	most	often	talks	about	finances	changed	by	Jesus.	That’s	the	fruit	of	the	gospel	in	our	
lives.	And	that	gives	me	great	confidence	as	we	talk	about	this.	If	Christ	is	in	you,	he	is	making	
you	into	a	more	generous	person.	He	is	making	you	into	a	giver,	like	he’s	a	giver.	And	so	I’m	
confident	that	Christ	will	have	his	way	in	your	life.	The	question	is,	“do	you	want	to	cooperate	
with	Jesus?	Do	you	to	take	the	easy	way,	or	the	hard	way?”	Do	you	want	to	enter	into	the	
blessing	and	joy	of	giving	like	Jesus	gives?	Do	you	want	to	see	ministry	multiplied?	Do	you	want	
to	find	greater	contentment	in	Jesus?	Do	you	want	to	have	your	faith	expanded?	Or,	will	you	
resist	the	will	of	Christ	in	this	area,	and	experience	frustration,	and	discontentment,	and	missed	
opportunities	to	love	your	siblings	in	Christ,	and	extend	God’s	mission?	Jesus	has	already	given	
us	so	much.	And	he	offers	so	much	blessing	in	giving.	So	the	real	loss	isn’t	giving,	but	refusing	to	
give.	Let’s	pray.			
	
2017	Creekside	Community	Church.	All	rights	reserved.	Scripture	taken	from	the	NEW	AMERICAN	
STANDARD	BIBLE®	©	The	Lockman	Foundation	1960,	1962,	1963,	1968,	1971,	1972,	1973,	1975,	1977.	
Used	by	permission.	
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Gospel-Shaped	Generosity	
	

1. Gospel-Motivated	(2	Corinthians	8:9)		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2. Gospel-Reenacting	(1	John	3:16-18)	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

3. Gospel-Furthering	(Philippians	4:15-20)	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

For	further	thought	and	discussion:	

Getting	Started	

1. What	was	helpful	to	you	in	this	week’s	sermon?	What	didn’t	you	understand?	
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2. Can	you	think	of	a	time	when	someone	used	guilt	or	shame	to	get	money	from	you?	
What	happened?	What	did	you	give	to?	Have	you	continue	giving	to	it?	Why	or	why	
not?		

Going	Deeper	

3. As	believers,	what’s	our	basic	motivation	to	give	(see	2	Corinthians	9:8;	compare	with	1	
Corinthians	3:21-23;	4:7;	Romans	8:32)?	What	are	some	alternative	motivations	for	
giving?	Why	can	God’s	grace	to	us	in	Christ	motivate	us	to	greater	generosity	than	guilt,	
shame	or	human	approval	ever	could?		

4. Are	Christians	obligated	to	tithe?	Why	or	why	not?	If	we’re	free	from	the	tithe,	does	this	
exempt	us	from	being	generous?	Why	or	why	not?				

5. Jeff	said	that	giving	should	be	personal,	periodic,	planned,	proportionate,	and	plentiful	
(see	1	Corinthians	16:2).1	In	which	of	these	areas	would	you	like	to	grow	as	a	giver?	
Why?		

6. As	Christians,	what	should	we	give	to	(see	Luke	10:7;	1	Corinthians	9:14;	Galatians	6:6,	
10;	1	Timothy	5:17-18;	1	John	3:16-18)?	Why?			

Application	

7. How	do	you	wish	to	fund	the	advancement	of	God’s	kingdom?	What	kingdom	initiative	
would	you	be	excited	to	fund	(See	2	Corinthians	9:7)?	How	do	you	intend	to	fund	it?			

8. What’s	one	thing	you	can	do	this	week	to	apply	this	sermon?			

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

																																																													
1	Categories	taken	from	David.	W.	Jones	and	Russell	S.	Woodbridge,	Has	the	Prosperity	Gospel	Overshadowed	

the	Gospel	of	Christ?	(Grand	Rapids:	Kregel,	2011);	154-55.	
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