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The Dark Side of Money 

Ecclesiastes 10:19 is one of my favorite Bible verses to take out of context. As Solomon – 
the great King of Israel – reflects on the pleasures of life, he says, “A feast is for laughter. Wine 
gladdens the heart. And Money is the answer to everything.” Don’t you love that? Money is the 
answer to everything! You’ve got a question? I’ve already got the answer; money. Now, 
Solomon is being sarcastic. He’s speaking in hyperbole. But this might as well be some people’s 
life-verse, right? Money…answers…everything. “Amen. Let’s close in prayer.” Now, that’s 
ridiculous. Money is clearly not the answer to everything. And yet, I think it’s very tempting to 
view money this way. Let’s be honest. Money gives us a lot. It can make a lot of our problems 
go away. Car repairs? Debt? Hunger? Medical procedures? Rent? Mortgage? Heat? Water? 
Survival? Money meets tangible needs. And money also seems to meet our intangible needs. 
After all, if you can make problems go away, you’re more likely to have peace of mind. And 
money even seems essential to some of our deepest desires. People don’t usually put it this 
bluntly, but if you want to find the spouse of your dreams, what do you need? Well, you’ll 
probably need a stable job. But why would your spouse expect you to have a stable job? Well, 
here’s one reason; they want to know, that you know how to make money. What keeps people 
from having children? Often, it’s money. Need a better education? Better programs for your 
kids? A better therapist? More interesting friends? Money. Or, to quote the O’Jays, “Money. 
Money. Money. Money. MO….NEY!” (That reference was for you, baby-boomers). It’s very 
tempting to assume that money is the solution; the key that unlocks all of life’s doors.  

Money gives us a lot. There’s no denying it. So what’s the downside? Why shouldn’t I 
pursue wealth? Why shouldn’t I devote my life to acquiring something so useful; so basic to my 
survival; and so seemingly fundamental to my happiness?  

That’s the question I want to look at this morning. We’re now in the third week of a 
series entitled, Money: Treasure, Temptation, or Tool? Some people worship money. They view 
it as their greatest treasure. Other people avoid thinking about money. They view it as merely a 
temptation. But Jesus wants us to view money as a tool; as something God gives us to manage, 
to enjoy, and ultimately to leverage for his kingdom. And today I want to talk about the dark 
side of money; at how the love of money – or greed – can ruin our lives.  

And, to paraphrase Darth Vader, I think many people fail to appreciate “the full power of 
the dark side.” I don’t know about you, but I have this mental image of a “greedy” person. He’s 
insanely rich. He’s got a swimming pool full of cash. And he’s totally heartless. He’s laughing at 
homeless kids, and kicking puppies. He’s just a terrible human being. And it’s comforting to 
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think about “greedy people” that way, because I’m not like that guy. I’m not “rich”…by Bay Area 
standards, anyway. And I’m not that terrible. So apparently, I’m not greedy. But in the Bible, 
greed isn’t just unbridled avarice. Greed is simply the inordinate desire for money. Greed is 
making sacrifices for money that aren’t worth making.   

And there are many, many ways to do this. Money does gives us a lot. But money also 
takes. Making money takes time, and energy. If you want money, you have to make sacrifices. 
And some sacrifices are worth making. But others sacrifices aren’t worth making. In fact, there 
are things I should never give up for money. And the dark reality is that we can make money 
too high a priority. And then, I’ll make sacrifices to acquire it that aren’t worth making.  

This morning, we’re going to look at three biblical characters who sacrifice too much to 
get money; three cautionary tales. Lot sacrifices his family for money. Gehazi sacrifices his 
integrity for money. And Judas sacrifices his fidelity to Jesus for money. And if we’re not careful, 
we can succumb to the exact same temptations.   

1. Sacrificing Family for Money: Let’s start by looking at the story of Lot. In  
Genesis 12, God begins a new chapter in his plan to redeem the world from sin and death. He 
calls Abram to leave his homeland, and go to the land of Canaan. And God promises to bless 
Abram’s family; and, to bless the entire world through them. So Abram leaves Ur. And he takes 
his nephew Lot with him. They arrive in the land of Canaan. And God begins to bless them with 
material abundance.  

But soon, all of this abundance creates a problem. Abram’s herds begin to grow. And so 
do Lot’s. And soon, the land isn’t big enough for all of their livestock. Their herdsman begin 
quarreling over territory. So Abram tries to play the role of peacemaker. He says to Lot, "Please 
let there be no strife between you and me, nor between my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for 
we are brothers. Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me; if to the left, then I 
will go to the right; or if to the right, then I will go to the left." (Genesis 13:8-9)  

Abram makes Lot an amazing offer. He says, “take whatever part of the land you want. 
I’ll take the part you don’t want.” So “Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the valley of the Jordan, 
that it was well watered everywhere—this was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah—like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go to Zoar. So Lot chose for 
himself all the valley of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus they separated from each 
other.” (Genesis 13:10-11) Lot looks out at the Jordan Valley. And what does he see? 
Abundance. The land is fruitful. It’s like Egypt, where Lot had lived previously. And in Lot’s mind, 
it’s like the “Garden of the Lord”; that’s the Garden of Eden. Isn’t that interesting? Lot sees the 
material prosperity of the Jordan Valley. And immediately, he thinks, “this is paradise.” And as 
the story unfolds, it becomes clear that Lot understands “paradise” in purely economic terms. 
And isn’t that a temptation for us? “Man once I get that promotion; once we get this house; 
once we get the inheritance; once we retire…life is gonna be great. A life with lots of money is a 
life without trouble. But for Lot, that certainly isn’t the case.  
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Lot’s comparison is ironic. The Jordan Valley is fruitful. And in that sense, it’s like Eden.  
But in another sense, it‘s nothing like the Garden. Eden was a holy place. But the Jordan Valley  
is anything but holy. In fact, God is about to destroy it. And in verse 13, we learn why; “Now the 
men of Sodom [that’s the chief city in the Jordan Valley] were wicked, great sinners against the 
LORD.” (Genesis 13:13) These people were brutal and inhospitable. And they prospered by 
exploiting the weak and vulnerable. The prophet Ezekiel describes Sodom this way, “…she and 
her daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and 
needy.” (Ezekiel 16:49) These people had grown prosperous through oppression. And the 
oppressed were crying out for justice. Twice in Genesis, we read that, “the outcry against 
Sodom was very great.” (Genesis 18:20; 19:13) God had heard these cries. And he had 
determined to destroy this place.   

And this is where Lot decides to move his family. Now, taken by itself, Lot’s decision isn’t 
necessarily wrong. God didn’t want his people to live in a bubble. He wanted to work through 
them to bless the surrounding nations. But Lot isn’t going to Sodom to bless it. He’s simply 
drawn to the economic opportunity. And as the narrative progresses, Lot becomes ingrained in 
this society. In Genesis 13, Lot is living outside of Sodom (13:12). But in chapter 14, it’s clear 
that he has moved within Sodom (14:12). And in chapter 19, we read that Lot is standing, “in 
the gate” of Sodom (19:1). In that culture, community leaders would stand at the city gate and 
settle disputes. So Lot ultimately becomes a community leader in this city. But Lot is far more 
influenced by Sodom, than Sodom is by Lot. And this becomes apparent in Genesis 19.  

Before God destroys Sodom, he shows mercy to Lot and his family. He sends two angels 
– disguised as men – to come and extract the family from the city. These two “men” enter the 
town. And everyone refuses to show them hospitality, except for Lot. And then, the men of the 
city gather at Lot’s door. They try to sexually assault these angels. Lot doesn’t allow them do 
this. But then, in one of the most epic parenting fails in the Old Testament, he says, “hey, I’ve 
got two virgin daughters; assault them instead.” (see Genesis 19:8) Lot is willing to sacrifice his 
own daughters to appease this mob. In effect, he has become just as cruel and barbaric as the 
people of Sodom. Thankfully, the angels intervene. They strike the men with blindness. And 
they tell Lot, “you need to leave now.”  

So Lot goes to his sons-in-law and says, “we need to get out of here. God is going to 
destroy this place.” And the text says, “But it appeared to them that he was jesting.” (Genesis 
19:14) When Lot starts talking about God, his family thinks he’s joking. And that makes sense,  
doesn’t it? Lot has lived for prosperity. And now, he says, “it’s time to listen to God.” And his 
family says, “what? You’re kidding, right?” And the family is right to doubt Lot’s sincerity, 
because it’s clear that Lot doesn’t take the angels’ warning seriously. In fact, he’s so unwilling to 
leave Sodom that the angels must grab him and pull him out of the city. Lot’s actions don’t align 
with his words. And so his family doesn’t take his words about God seriously. The same is true 
for us.    
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Our kids don’t listen to what we say; as much as they listen to what we do. Sometimes,  
I’m too quick to correct my children. I think my kids are about to disobey. So I don’t even give  
them the chance. I try to preemptively correct them. So I’ll see them. I’ll assume they’re about 
to disobey. And I’ll start to correct them…but then they don’t doing anything wrong. So I’ll be 
like, “hey don’t climb on that! You need to be careful on that…well, actually you’re being pretty 
careful, never mind.” And if you do that enough times, you train your kids not to listen to you. 
They don’t know if you’re serious. And my kids don’t take me seriously, until I follow through. 
They take words seriously, when my actions mirror my words.    

Your kids imitate who you are; not who you say you are. They imitate what you do; not 
what you say you do. Lot says, “listen to God.” But his family doesn’t take him seriously; 
because Lot doesn’t take God seriously. And I can preach at my kids all day long. But they’re 
listening to my actions. They notice when I refuse to apologize. They notice whether I get up 
and read my Bible. And they may not remember why we go to church. But they’ll definitely 
remember why we didn’t go to church. And if I consistently prioritize work, or leisure over time 
with God’s people or in God’s word, they’ll remember that. And they’ll assume that being in 
Christian community is something you do when you’ve got nothing better to do.    

Lot can’t influence his own family. And ultimately, he can’t save all of them either. The 
angels say, “Leave! Don’t look back!” But Lot’s wife lingers. She looks back at the city. She 
doesn’t want to let go of her status, or her prosperity. So she just stands there looking. And she 
gets swept away by the destruction. The last time we hear about Lot, he’s living in a cave, with 
his daughters. His daughters fear they won’t have offspring to carry on the family name. So 
they get their dad drunk. And they trick him into sleeping with them, so he can impregnate 
each of them. It’s tragic. And it’s also ironic. Lot told the men of Sodom to take advantage of his 
daughters. But ultimately, his daughters take advantage of him.      

And to me, this story is both comforting and sobering? Now you might ask, “Jeff, how in 
the world is this story comforting?” Well, it’s comforting because God didn’t give up on Lot. And 
God doesn’t give up on us either. The Apostle Peter says that Lot was a “righteous man.” (2 
Peter 2:8) Do you ever read the Bible, and think, “huh?” I mean, seriously Peter? Lot was 
righteous? Are we reading the same Old Testament? But Lot wasn’t righteous because he lived 
a good life. Lot was righteous for the same reason we’re righteous; because he believed God. 
Lot believed in the God of Abram, and God credited him with righteousness (see Gen 15:6). And 
when we trust in Christ, God gives us a righteous status. God didn’t save Lot from Sodom 
because Lot deserved it. God doesn’t save us because we deserve it. God saves because he’s 
merciful. Lot had a pathetic faith, and that’s all the faith he needed to have a genuine 
relationship with God. And the same is true for us. God is kindly disposed to us. And he’s 
patient with us as we stumble forwards. And he can redeem our mess. Lot gets his daughters 
pregnant. But listen; those daughters have kids. And their kids have kids. And one of these 
descendents is named Ruth. And Ruth has kids. And one of her descendents is David; the 



5 
 

greatest Old Testament King. And one of David’s descendents is Jesus; the Savior of the world. 
So ultimately, God uses this horrific, ugly episode in the cave to bring Jesus into the world, and  
redeem us from sin and death. Look if God can redeem that mess, he can redeem our mess. He 
can overcome our parenting failures, and turn them for good. God is working. And he can still 
use us redemptively in the lives of our children, and others. And that is comforting.   

But here’s what sobering; Lot was one of God’s people. And he saw the toll that Sodom 
took on his family. Peter says he was, “oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled 
men…and felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds.” (2 Peter 2:7-8) 
Lot was tormented. He knew how this environment was shaping him and his family. And yet, he 
couldn’t walk away from the prosperity. He felt bad; just not bad enough to change. And he 
allowed the values of Sodom to corrupt and destroy him, and his family. 

Lot sacrificed his family for financial gain. And the same thing happens today. In our 
pursuit of financial gain, we can neglect the welfare of our children. So what does this look like? 
How can I know if I’m doing this? Here are some questions to ask. 

First, can I draw a boundary around my work? Can I actually carve out time for rest? Can 
I be at home, and not walk around with my head in my smartphone. Can I carve out individual, 
undistracted time with my kids? See, if I let my work life bleed into everything; I’m basically 
telling my kids, “you’re great, but work is ultimate. You don’t always have access to me. But 
work does.”      
 Second, am I more emotionally invested in work than I am at home? We also need to 
draw an emotional boundary around work. A bad day at work shouldn’t make me a bad dad in 
the evening. If I can’t disengage from work and be happy at home, I might care too much about 
money. Before I walk in the front door, I have to give myself a pep-talk; “Jeff, take off pastor 
hat. Put on dad hat. Quit thinking about your day, and smile.” And then, I just expect to walk 
into a dumpster fire. I expect my kids to be hitting each other, and wielding knives, and setting 
things on fire (they don’t actually do those things, by the way). But that way, I’m not 
exasperated. I’m just ready to lean-in and serve my family.    

Third, do I try to buy my kids’ love? Some weeks, I feel convicted that I haven’t spent 
enough time with my kids. And occasionally, I try to compensate by just indulging them. I let 
them eat out more. Or, I buy them more useless junk than usual. I become a pushover. Now, 
it’s not wrong to buy stuff for your kids. But what drives that? See, I can’t atone for my lack of 
engagement with stuff, because my kids don’t need more stuff. They need me. And if I use stuff 
to compensate, I’m not willing to make the real sacrifice, which is re-prioritizing my life to make 
sure I’m giving adequate time and attention to my kids.     

Finally, what would my kids’ say I’m most concerned about in their lives? Listen, there’s 
nothing wrong with having successful kids. But do I care more about my kids success, or their 
sanctification? Is my greatest concern that my kids have the best grades, so they get into the 
best colleges, so they get the best jobs, so they make the most money? Or, do I care most 
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about their walk with Jesus? Do I load them down with activities, and make it hard for them to 
fellowship with God’s people? Am I more excited about their prayer life, or about the project 
they need to complete? Am I constantly asking them about their faith? Or about their academic 
performance? And what would my kid say? What would they say I value in their life? That’s the 
real question.   

Proverbs 15:16-17 says, “Better is a little with the fear of the LORD, Than great treasure 
and turmoil with it. 17 Better is a dish of vegetables where love is, Than a fattened ox and hatred 
with it.” If my family’s passion for God is waning; if our love for one another has grown cold; 
and if there’s constant turmoil; and constant friction I have to ask; is the pursuit of money 
driving this family? Because if it is, it’s not worth it. It’s not. 

2. Sacrificing Integrity for Money: Lot sacrifices his family for money. And Gehazi  
sacrifices his integrity for money. And this brings us to the second temptation to which we can 
succumb.  

Let’s fast forward a thousand years. 2 Kings 5 begins with a man with a problem. 
Naaman is a General in the Syrian Army. He’s an adviser to the King of Syria. And he’s got it all; 
power, wealth, influence. Everything is perfect, except for one thing; Naaman has leprosy, 
which was this terrible skin disease. But Namaan learns that there are prophets in Israel who 
can heal him. So he travels there in search of healing. And eventually, the prophet Elisha hears 
of Namaan’s plight. And he offers to heal him. So Namaan comes to Elisha. But Elisha won’t 
even come out to meet him. Instead, Elisha sends his servant Gehazi. Gehazi tells Naaman to 
bathe in the Jordan River 7 times. Initially, Namaan is reluctant to do this. But eventually he 
agrees to it. And after his seventh bath, Namaan is healed. Instantly, he has the skin of a 
newborn. And Namaan rejoices. He confesses that the God of Israel is the one true God. And 
then, he offers to pay Elisha for the healing. But Elisha refuses. So this looks like a win for God’s 
people, right? This General – who leads one of the most powerful armies in the world – has just 
confessed allegiance to the God of Israel.  

But Gehazi isn’t content with this outcome. In verse 20, he says, "Behold, my master has 
spared this Naaman the Aramean, by not receiving from his hands what he brought. As the 
LORD lives, I will run after him and take something from him." Gehazi is thinking, "You know, 
Elisha’s a great prophet. But he isn’t much of a businessman. Naaman wants to pay. But Elisha 
doesn’t want it. No reason why I – Elisha’s servant – shouldn’t have a little. After all, I was kind 
of the one who healed him. I deserve something.” And so he runs down Namaan. And he just 
fabricates this story. He says, “Hey Namaan, here’s the deal; Elisha just had a few guys show up 
unexpectedly; a few “prophets in training.” Would you mind giving us some clothes, and some 
money, so that we could house them?” Now, all of this is a complete lie. But Namaan complies. 
And he gives Gehazi the money, and the clothes. And Gehazi takes them for himself.  

Then, he goes back to Elisha. And Elisha says, “hey Gehazi, where were you.” And Gehazi 
says, “um, you know…nowhere.” He lies again. But here’s the thing; you never lie to a prophet, 
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because God just tell them stuff, right? And God had already told Elisha what Gehazi was up to. 
So Elisha says, “I know where you’ve been. I know you’re lying to me.” And then Elisha says, 
“Gehazi, the leprosy that clung to Naaman, will now cling to you.” (see 2 Kings 5:27) So at the 
beginning of the story, Namaan is a rich leper, and Gehazi is serving God. But at the end of the 
story, Namaan is serving God, and Gehazi is a rich leper; all because he lied for a few bucks.  

Proverbs 16:8 says, “Better is a little with righteousness than great income with 
injustice.” In the long run, integrity will give us more peace of mind than prosperity ever could. 
So the question is, am I willing to sacrifice my integrity for money? Here are a few questions to 
ask yourself.  

First, am I willing to tell “white lies” to get ahead financially? Listen, you don’t have to 
rob a bank to sacrifice your financial integrity. There are many, little ways to do this. According 
to one recent study,1 here are some lies people find acceptable. It’s ok to lie about your child’s 
age to get a discounted rate at a park, or theater. It’s ok to use someone else’s account to avoid 
subscription fees for music, shopping or entertainment. It’s ok to conceal your smoking habit to 
get a lower life insurance rate. It’s ok to lie about your income on a loan or credit card 
application. It’s ok to lie about your annual mileage rate, so you can get lower insurance rates. 
It’s ok not to report money to the IRS. There are many little ways to lie about money. There are 
also many ways to sacrifice integrity at work; coming in late; leaving early; wasting time on the 
internet; or what, pastors refer to as “research for the sermon.” Taking extended lunch 
breaks…every day. Damaging equipment, and not telling anyone. What little concessions are 
we willing to make?  

Here’s a second question; do I work to please Jesus, or do I work for the approval of my 
superiors? In High School, I worked as a janitor. And one day, I was cleaning toilets in an office 
building. And I saw a money clip on the bathroom floor. It was a thick wad of cash. And the 
denominations were large. I’d never seen so much money. And my 16 year-old imagination 
began running wild. I began fantasizing about all of the useless junk I could buy. But then, the 
Holy Spirit convicted me. I knew I had to find the owner of the clip. So I began to walk through 
the offices. And eventually I found the owner. And he was impressed, as were his co-workers. 
He took the money clip. And he offered to give me a few bucks. And I said, “no; that’s ok, I 
didn’t do it for the money.” And he said, “hey look, it’s not you. It’s the thought, ok?” And I 
thought to myself, “what? ‘It’s not you, it’s the thought?’ Who says things like that? Are you 
kidding me? I should’ve stolen your money!” I was incensed, because this guy should’ve been 
praising me up and down. But he seemed ungrateful. And here’s the point; at face value, my 
decision looked very godly. I looked like someone who wasn’t motivated by the love of money. 
Yet I didn’t get any joy out of doing the right thing; out of living in obedience to Jesus. I did the 
right thing because I wanted to be seen as a righteous person. I wanted to boost my status at 
the company. So in fact, my decision was totally motivated by the love of money. And that’s a 
danger for all of us. Are we working hard to curry our boss’s favor? To climb a ladder? Or, do we 
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work hard because we truly believe that Jesus is our boss? Because he’s who we answer to at 
the end of the day? See, if I work for human approval, I’ll work as hard as necessary to get 
ahead and no harder. And that’s just working for money. I’ll work as little or as much as I need 
to move up. But if I work for Jesus, money isn’t the deciding factor. I seek to do excellent work, 
all the time. And I won’t sacrifice my integrity because Jesus is always watching me at work and 
I want to honor him.   

3. Sacrificing Fidelity for Money: Lot sacrifices his family for wealth. Gehazi sacrifices  
his integrity. And finally, Judas sacrifices his fidelity. Now, we don’t know exactly what 
motivated Judas to betray Jesus. Clearly, the betrayal was part of God’s plan. Judas betrays 
Jesus to the Jewish authorities. The Jewish authorities give Jesus to the Romans. The Romans 
crucify him. And the world is redeemed. So God is at work behind Judas’ betrayal. But what 
actually prompted Judas to betray Jesus? We don’t have the full picture. But here’s one thing 
the gospels make clear; Judas loved money.  

In John 12, Mary – one of Jesus’ closest followers – takes a bottle of expensive perfume,  
and pours it on Jesus’ feet. She begins to wipe his feet with her hair. It’s this beautiful, 
extravagant act of worship. But Judas takes offense. John says, “But Judas Iscariot, one of his 
disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 "Why was this ointment not sold for three 
hundred denarii and given to the poor?" 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but 
because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what 
was put into it.” (John 12:4-6) Judas sees money being spent on Jesus and thinks, “that wasn’t 
worth it. Jesus wasn’t worth that. That money should’ve been mine.” And here’s what scares me 
about this story; Judas spent years with Jesus. He saw Jesus teach, and do miracles and interact 
with people. And yet his heart was captive to another. He was seduced by money. And this 
explains, in part, why Judas was willing to betray Jesus. D.A. Carson says that, “…anyone who 
would betray another person for thirty pieces of silver has an unhealthy avarice for material 
things.”2 You can be close to the church; to God’s people. You can hear the gospel preached. 
And yet, your heart can be captive to another. And this becomes clear in how you use money.   

I believe that Judas ultimately walked away from Jesus because he never had sincere 
faith. But the lesson for us is clear; Judas’ love of money choked out his love of Jesus. Jesus 
teaches that this is one of the great dangers of money (see Luke 8:14). Money is in direct 
competition with Jesus because they seem to offer the same things; provision, security, 
satisfaction, and hope for the future. And according to Scripture, the clearest tangible sign that 
we trust Jesus more than money is generosity. If we cling to money more tightly than Jesus, we 
will neglect our relationship with him; think less of him; and ultimately won’t sacrifice money 
for him. If we cling to Jesus more tightly than we cling to money, we will give money away. We 
will say to money, “you are my servant, not my master. I don’t need you for ultimate security, or 
hope, or satisfaction. So I don’t need to cling to you so tightly. Go! Serve King Jesus.”  

Now generosity is the fruit of a heart that clings to Jesus. But we need to get to the root  
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issue. If we want to cling to Jesus more tightly than money, we must see why Jesus is a better 
God than money. Jesus actually offers what money only claims to offer. Money offers security. 
But it doesn’t deliver on the promise. I know wealthy people who think they need more money 
to be financially secure. I’m wealthier than 98% of the world, and I sometimes think I need 
more money to be secure. Money is lousy at providing security. But Jesus offers total, eternal 
security now, for free. He says, “when you trust me, I’ll never let you go. You’re safe forever.” 
Money seems to offer satisfaction; but that satisfaction is always around the corner. It’s 
satisfaction, “once I get a little more.” But Jesus offers you abundance now. He is sufficient for 
you whether you’re a billionaire or you’re broke. With Jesus you can be content in times of 
plenty, and in times of want. Money offers an uncertain hope. But Jesus offers a sure hope and 
a future. Money offers a shadow. Jesus offers the substance. And when we believe that, we’ll 
trust him more than money. Let’s pray.   

 
2017 Creekside Community Church. All rights reserved. Scripture taken from the NEW 
AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE® © The Lockman Foundation 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 
1973, 1975, 1977. Used by permission.
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1 See https://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/insurance/men-students-parents-money-lies/. 
2 The Gospel According to John (PNTC: Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991); 429. 


