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The Passage for Today – Mark 8:11-26 
 

The Culture - 11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking 
from him a sign from heaven, to test him. 12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit, 
and said, “Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign 
shall be given to this generation.” 13 And he left them, and getting into the 
boat again he departed to the other side.  
 
The Warning - 14 Now they had forgotten to bring bread; and they had only 
one loaf with them in the boat.  15 And he cautioned them, saying, “Take 
heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of the 
Herodians.” 16 And they discussed it with one another, saying, “We have no 
bread.” 17 And being aware of it, Jesus said to them, “Why do you discuss the 
fact that you have no bread?  Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are 
your hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you 
not hear?  And do you not remember? 
  
The Kingdom – 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how 
many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him, 
“Twelve.” 20 “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of 
broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him, “Seven.” 21 And he said 
to them, “Do you not yet understand?”  22 And they came to Bethsaida. And 
some people brought to him a blind man, and begged him to touch him. 23 

And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the village; and 
when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands upon him, he asked him, “Do 
you see anything?” 24 And he looked up and said, “I see men; but they look 
like trees, walking.” 25 Then again he laid his hands upon his eyes; and he 
looked intently and was restored, and saw everything clearly. 26 And he sent 
him away to his home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.” 
 

 
Five Points from this Passage 
 
1.  We must guard what we believe. 
 
2.  Self-righteousness conceals the need for Christ’s salvation. 
  
3.  Self-importance rejects Christ’s salvation. 
  
4.  Unbelief takes offense at Christ’s salvation. 
   
5.  Fully trusting in Christ’s salvation alone takes a lifetime. 
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Questions for Further Thought 
 
1.  What is the True and Perfect Gospel of Christ’s salvation? 

Here are nine core beliefs from Eph 2:1-10, Rom 6:23, Acts 4:12, 1John 1:9, Rom 8:1 
 
 1 - Dead in our sins – utterly depraved 
 2 - In agreement with the depraved world – enslaved conformed 
 3 - God because of His great love made us alive – through the cross 
 4 - Eternal life – forgiven, cleansed of all unrighteousness 
 5 - Together with Christ – reborn as His children, Holy Spirit in us as a guarantee 

6 - By grace we have been saved through faith – repent to God 
 7 - It is the free gift of God – not because of what we do 
 8 - Created for good works – in keeping with who we are now 

9 - Under authority of the Word – walking according to the Spirit 
10 – There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus 

 
 For each core belief, what happens to our faith if we believe something else? 
 

For example what happens to our faith if we don’t believe people are utterly depraved 
in their sin, but instead hold to the cultural belief that people are inherently good? 
  

 Or what happens to our faith if we don’t believe salvation is a free gift of God, but 
instead hold to the cultural belief that we earn can God’s favor or lose our salvation?  

 
 
 
2.  What cultural beliefs today are like those held by the Pharisees? 
 
 
3.  What cultural beliefs today are like those held by the Herodians? 
 
 
4.  Have you seen a little cultural unbelief in someone harden their heart toward Christ? 
 
 
5.  Has your own faith in Christ and His salvation been a process? 
 
 
6.  What might you do to heed Christ’s warning in Mark 8:15? 
 
 
7.  Why is the exclusiveness of salvation only in Christ, good news?    


