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Mark 8:15 – 15 And he cautioned them, saying, “Take heed, beware of the 

leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of the Herodians.” 

 

 

Get in There and Don’t Foul 

 

Welcome to Creekside.  I’m Greg Arthur, one of the pastors here.  Today as I take my turn 

and try to speak on God’s Word clearly and rightly, I am reminded of my basketball playing 

days in high school as a third stringer “riding the pine” as they say, … when on those rare 

occasions we were twenty points up, and the coach, who sort of stuttered, would call down 

the bench and say, “A-A-A-Arthur, get in there.”  He would then give me detailed 

instructions on which plays to run, traps to use, our defensive strategy, and … actually, 

that’s not what he did at all.  As I would pass by to check into the game all he would say is, 

“Don’t foul.”  As advice for life goes, “Get in there and don’t foul” is not too bad.  Creekside 

we’re twenty points up.  Our own Steph Currys and Clay Thompsons of preaching, John and 

Jeff, are resting up for the next game.  And now I’m hearing the Coach call down the bench.  

It’s time.  “A-A-A-Arthur, get in there, and don’t foul.”  

 

We are in the middle of a series from the Book of Mark entitled “Kingdom or Culture,” where 

we are looking at the ways Jesus confronted the culture of His day, and in each instance 

asking ourselves how Jesus in the same way confronts us in our culture today.  Over and 

over, Jesus says that what God thinks is not what those around him think, what God values 

is not what they value, what God seeks is not what they seek, what God honors is not what 

they honor, and what God will establish as His Kingdom is not what they establish as theirs.  

For He is fundamentally at odds with the world.  The scriptures say it this way: 

 

James 4:4 – 4 Do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility 

toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 

himself an enemy of God. 

 

So everywhere Jesus goes, He sparks conflict with “the world”, which is the culture around 

him, over such foundational aspects of culture as respecting authority, keeping traditions, 

honoring family life, the approval of men, and desiring purity.  In today’s passage, Jesus is 

in conflict with culture over salvation itself.  As we go through the passage, I will make five 

main points which are in your bulletin and will be displayed on the screen behind me.   

 

I’ve entitled today’s talk, “No Other Salvation,” in order emphasize that Christ shares the 

stage with no one.  He tolerates no rivals.  It isn’t two parts Christ one part something else.  

Rather it is only Christ and Christ alone.  He is the mover and the shaker, the salt and the 

pepper, the judge and the jury.  He is “the first and the last” (Rev 22:13), and “the 

resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).  As J. Gresham Machen, the founder of the 

Westminster Theological Seminary, said in a sermon, “Always the gospel would have been 

received with favor by the world if it had been presented merely as one way of salvation; 

the offense came because it was presented as the only way, and because it made relentless 
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war upon all other ways.” 1  In other words, there is actually just one and only one gospel, 

one and only one way to be saved.  Christ and His salvation is absolute, exclusive, 

matchless, without rival, a singularity.  Christ and His gospel is true and perfect.  Or as 

Christ said in absolute terms about Himself, and as Peter affirmed while on trial: 

 

John 14:6 – 6 I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the 

Father except through Me. 

 

Acts 4:12 – 12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. 

 

 

True and Perfect 

 

But before going on, in order to frame this conflict regarding the absolute nature of 

salvation in Christ alone, let me tell you story from my first year in college.  The class was 

physics and this story involves this math equation about the relationship between force and 

mass, distance, direction, and time, in what many of you might recognize as Newton’s 

Second Law of Motion, F = m ∙  a, expanded. 
 

f   =  m . ∆ d / t 2 
 

Now, I can feel the cold grip of dread creeping over the room because this is math, but bear 

with me, we’ll get through.  The class was taught by Robert Hofstedter, a professor who 

won a Nobel Prize in physics in 1961 for figuring out how to see the internal structure of the 

atom.  Such greatness was wasted on me as I made my usual C-.  In fact, I didn’t really 

start making good grades until the classes involved sewage.  Someone has to have 

enthusiasm for sewage.  Anyway, Prof. Hofstedter not only won a Nobel prize in physics but 

he had amazing enthusiasm for teaching physics to the point that even now, 36 years later I 

remember it like it was yesterday the day he introduced us to Newton’s Second Law of 

Motion.  Since nearly every freshman had to take this class, it was in a huge building, 

seating over 1,500 students with balcony seating and a huge stage. 

 

From the ceiling high over the stage he had suspended a wrecking ball.  As he pulled the 

wrecking ball to stage left he explained Newton’s Second Law of Motion, the math, it’s 

perfection in predicting the motion of objects.  Then he stood with his back against the left 

wall of the stage and held the wrecking ball to his nose and let it go!  He said that if the 

equation is right in predicting motion, and he thinks it is, then the wrecking ball should 

swing across the room, come to a stop, and swing back right to where it started, not 

crushing his face, but stopping just shy.  Why all of this is so was the subject of the class, 

so you’ll just have to trust me that he explained it convincingly.  Anyway, as the wrecking 

ball slowly swung across the room, Prof. Hofstedter began to ask whether the equation was 

true and perfect.  Could there be something missing that should be added?  Or something 

extra that should be subtracted?  Might the number 2 in the equation, be a little less, like 

                                                 
1
 J. Gresham Machen, sermon entitled “The Good Fight of Faith,” March 10, 1929, Princeton Theological Seminary; 

http://www.pcahistory.org/findingaids/machen/good-fight-of-faith.html   
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1.9, or a little more, like 2.1?  Could he be confident in the motion of the wrecking ball if the 

equation turned out to be a little off?  All the while the wrecking ball swung across the 

room, slowed to a stop on the right, and began its trip back, gaining speed in the middle, 

across the stage to where Prof. Hofstedter remained motionless against the wall.  And as 

the wrecking ball approached, he asked again, with a big grin on his face, if we believed him 

that Newton’s Second Law of Motion is true and perfect.  And when the wrecking ball 

stopped an inch from his nose, we erupted in cheers.  The greatest demonstration ever. 

 

The point of this story is not to extol physics, although it is excellent, nor to praise Prof. 

Hofstedter, although he was an excellent teacher.  The point is that something true and 

perfect, like the equation for Newton’s Second Law of Motion, cannot be altered in the least. 

Truth and perfection can’t be added to or subtracted from and remain true and perfect.  

Why this matters is the subject of today’s scripture in which Jesus confronts a culture that 

adds to and subtracts from His True and Perfect Gospel of salvation. 

 

This reminds me of another illustration about truth and perfection, from the movie, 

Amadeus, about the great composer Mozart.  In the movie, Mozart’s rival, Salieri, as an old 

man, long after Mozart has died, recounts how he was consumed with envy as he realized 

the great gulf between Mozart’s beautiful music and his own all-but-forgotten compositions.  

The music in the scene when Salieri fully realizes this fact, that God gave something to 

Mozart that Salieri will never have, is simply heartbreakingly beautiful, causing him to 

marvel about Mozart’s music, and say, “Displace one note and there would be 

diminishment.  Displace one phrase and the structure would fall.”  True and perfect. 

 

Okay, one more illustration. In water pollution we used to say this:  What do you get when 

you add a drop of wine to a barrel of crap?  Actually we used a different word  You get a 

barrel of crap.  And what do you get when you add a drop of crap to a barrel of wine? … A 

barrel of crap, of course.  So there you have it:  three illustrations of the same point from 

the sciences, the arts, and the holy profession of sewage treatment. 

 

If you remember just one thing from today, I hope it would be this:  The True and Perfect 

Gospel of salvation in Christ alone, is the only gospel, and it cannot be added to or 

subtracted from and remain the gospel.  Or in Bible-speak: 

 

Gal 1:9 – If anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have 

received, let him be accursed. 

 

 

The Culture 

 

In our passage from Mark for today, this is essentially what Jesus said to His disciples then, 

and says to us now, except He said it in this very pointed warning: 

 

Mark 8:15 – 15 Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the 

leaven of the Herodians.   
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We’ll look at the whole passage for context in a minute, and define who the “Pharisees” and 

the “Herodians” are.  But let’s leave it for now that “leaven,” is the yeast bacteria added to 

bread dough to make it rise.  And that “beware of the leaven” means to refuse to hold on to 

even just a little unbelief in Christ, to be zealously against a little addition here or 

subtraction there from His True and Perfect Gospel, to be steadfastly on guard against 

placing even just a little trust in another salvation.  For if held onto, a little unbelief will 

spread throughout our minds, and harden our hearts away from Christ, the way a little 

yeast added to bread dough will spread and leaven the entire lump.  So a first point from 

this passage is we must guard what we believe (1Tim 6:20-21).   

 

Now for the whole story around this warning.  After Jesus healed a man born deaf (Mark 

7:31-37), and then fed 4,000 with a few loaves and fishes (Mark 8:1-10), in a Gentile 

region called the Decapolis on the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee, the passage says Jesus 

and His disciples sailed across the sea, to the Jewish region of Dalmanutha on the western 

side of the sea.  And there … 

 

Mark 8:11-13 – 11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking 

from him a sign from heaven, to test him. 12 And he sighed deeply in his 

spirit, and said, “Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no 

sign shall be given to this generation.” 13 And he left them, and getting into 

the boat again he departed to the other side.   

 

So upon Christ’s arrival on the Jewish side of the sea, the Pharisees came out of their villas 

to argue with Jesus that He needed to prove He is who He says He is, the Christ, the Son of 

God.  So the passage says that they came to Jesus “seeking a sign from heaven.”  Let the 

truth be known.  The Pharisees in that region had already seen many signs from heaven.  

Before Jesus preached in the Gentile regions of Sidon, Tyre, and the Decapolis, before the 

feeding of the 4,000, and the healing of the deaf mute, for two years, Jesus preached and 

did miracle after miracle in the midst of the Pharisees.  Just the Book of Mark records that in 

their region of Galilee, Jesus publicly: (1) healed a man in the synagogue of an unclean 

spirit, (2) healed Peter’s mother of sickness, (3) cleansed a leper, (4) healed a paralytic, (5) 

healed a man with a withered hand, (6) healed the crowds who came to Him of their 

afflictions, sicknesses, and unclean spirits, (7) healed a woman bleeding for twelve years, 

(8) raised Jairus’ daughter from death, and (9) fed 5,000 with a few loaves and fish. 

 

No one in all the world could ever do even one of these things which Jesus did right in front 

of them.  And raising Jairus’ only daughter from the dead, that happened in the very heart 

of their world, for Jairus was ruler of the Capernaum synagogue.  Jesus went to his house 

where those, keeping watch over the dead girl, ridiculed Jesus when He arrived.  Right in 

the heart of their world, in the face of ridicule, at the synagogue ruler’s house, with the 

synagogue ruler and his wife present, Jesus raised a dead girl, their girl, to life!  What 

further proof would the Pharisees ever need?  As Jesus says of Himself … 

 

John 14:11 – 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father in me; or 

else believe me for the sake of the works themselves.  
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Moreover, the feeding of the 5,000 was experienced by 15,000 or more if the women and 

children are counted.  That’s the capacity of Oracle arena.  That’s a lot of people from the 

few little towns on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee testifying to a great miracle they 

all experienced.  It’s amazing how small the place is, only 12 miles from Dalmanutha to 

Bethsaida.  The sea is about the size of Clear Lake.  The region is so small that it is likely 

everyone had firsthand knowledge or knew someone with firsthand knowledge of the 

miracles Jesus did in their backyard.  I can imagine the miracles were so widely known that 

the Pharisees while loudly arguing with Jesus, had to once in a while quiet down and look at 

the dirt, as say Jairus’s daughter and her dad walked by, or the paralytic went by to work, 

or some of the 5,000 passed by waving.  Honestly, the Pharisees had to know Jesus was not 

just a good man or religious teacher or prophet or revolutionary.  They had to suspect He 

was the Christ.  They had to.  And yet they walked up to the Lord God and without shame 

demanded a sign, to test Him.  Never underestimate the absurdity and arrogance of 

unbelief.  Amazing.  They should have believed but they would not. 

 

 

The Warning 

 

So Jesus says no sign will be given.  He is not going to perform for them.  He’s not going to 

prove Himself to those whose minds are made up in unbelief.  He is the Son of God, the 

long-expected Son of Man (Dan 7:13-14), the Christ, the Redeemer, the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29), and he doesn’t need to prove Himself to 

anyone.  Instead He has the boat packed up and sails north with the disciples. 

 

Mark 8:13-18 – 13 And he left them, and getting into the boat again he 

departed to the other side.  14 Now they had forgotten to bring bread; and 

they had only one loaf with them in the boat. 15 And he cautioned them, 

saying, “Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of 

the Herodians.”  16 And they discussed it with one another, saying, “We have 

no bread.”  17 And being aware of it, Jesus said to them, “Why do you discuss 

the fact that you have no bread?  Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are 

your hearts hardened?  18 Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do 

you not hear?  And do you not remember?  

 

You’ve got to love the disciples.  Jesus tells them something serious as a heart attack, in a 

private closed-door meeting on a yacht, “take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 

and the Herodians,” and the passage says they discussed it with one another saying, “we 

have no bread.”  It’s like they’re the Marx Brothers.  You might remember the skit when 

Groucho is talking about business contracts that have a legal insanity clause, and Chico 

says, “Ha, everyone knows there ain’t no Sanity Claus,” you know with reindeer and a 

sleigh.   “Beware,” Jesus says.  “We have no bread,” the Marx Brothers reply.  It’s clear 

they didn’t know what He meant. 

 

So what did He mean?  Earlier we asserted that “leaven” is a picture of how a little unbelief 

spreads to take over our minds and harden our hearts, (what we could call our worldview, 

or our core beliefs) -- the way a little yeast added to bread dough spreads throughout and 
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leavens the entire lump -- the way cancer starts in a few cells and spreads. The account of 

this warning from the Book of Matthew editorializes what “leaven” means this way:  

 

Matt 16:12 – 12 Then they understood that he did not tell them to beware of 

the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

 

Which makes it clear that the “leaven,” the unbelief that spreads, are the teachings, the 

worldviews, the core beliefs of two groups, the Pharisees, and the Herodians, who are 

Sadducees.  

 

So What Did the Pharisees Teach?  What were their core beliefs?  They were above all self-

righteous.  They believed that strict obedience to the Mosaic law, with its regulations and 

traditions, was the way to rise in society and earn favor with God.  They were businessmen 

and land owners.  They knew the Torah and believed in the resurrection.  They were 

expecting in the Messiah, a national leader who would hold to the law as devoutly as them.  

That’s why, a miracle of healing itself meant less to them than healing on a Sabbath.  They 

despised Roman rule but thought that because of their obedience to the law, God would 

restore the nation.  Which means at the core, as it pertains to salvation, the self-righteous 

Pharisees believed they saved themselves through pious behavior.  It was the essence of 

who they were.  It’s not surprising then that the self-righteous Pharisees could not admit 

that Jesus might be the Messiah, even though He preached and did miracles right in their 

midst.  Jesus described them this way: 

 

Luke 18:9-13 – 9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in 

themselves that they were righteous and despised others: 10 “Two men went 

up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 

The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank thee that I am 

not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 

collector. 12 I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax 

collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat 

his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’” 

 

Self-righteousness blinded the Pharisees from seeing their sin, from recognizing Christ, and 

acknowledging their need for His salvation.  Here Jesus adds that their self-righteousness 

also justified “despising others.”  It allowed them to view the rest of humanity as depraved 

inferior sinners, and themselves as righteous and superior.  So a second point is this:  self-

righteousness conceals the need for Christ and His salvation.  Therefore, Jesus’ 

warning about the leaven of the Pharisees is to “beware of self-righteousness.”   

 

How about the Herodians? – They were above all self-important, concerned with their world, 

and their power, and the perfection of their society over the redemption of mankind.  They 

were Sadducees, to whom Rome granted a kind of Jewish independence in exchange for 

maintaining the peace.  In the generation past, King Herod the Great, not only largely 

succeeded in keeping Rome at bay but also rebuilt the temple.  They were secular Jews who 

kept just enough civic religion to pacify religious Jews like the Pharisees.  They did not 

follow the Torah or believe in the resurrection.  The Herodians added hero worship to this 
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political bargain, believing a secular king from the house of Herod the Great, elevated to be 

a little “g” god, could rule Judea and free them from Rome.  Essentially they trusted in 

political leaders to save them.  But as it says in the scriptures: 

 

Jer 17:5-6 – 5 “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his 

strength, whose heart departs from the Lord.  6 For he shall be like a shrub in 

the desert, and shall not see when good comes, … ” 

 

For the self-important Herodians, salvation was political power, which made sin irrelevant, 

Christ a political threat, and themselves the practical, rational, and pragmatic managers of 

society.  Their self-importance blinded them to seeing beyond their society, settling instead 

for a paltry salvation, “like a shrub in the desert” who “shall not see when good comes.”  So 

a third point:  self-importance rejects Christ’s salvation.  Therefore, Jesus’ warning 

about the leaven of the Herodians is to “beware of self-importance.”  

 

Finally what about this curious fact?  The self-righteous Pharisees and the self-important 

Herodians hated each other with utter contempt.  How can you be so godless?  How can you 

be so ignorant?  You’re going to get us killed!  You’re going to get us killed!  And yet their 

unbelief in Jesus as the Christ unites them.  When Jesus healed a man with a withered hand 

in the synagogue, the scriptures say, “the Pharisees went out, and immediately held counsel 

with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him” (Mark 3:4-6). They can’t sit in a room 

together, but when faced with Christ’s salvation that threatens the very core of everything 

they believe, they unite. They unite because threat justifies offense. So a fourth point 

perhaps is this: unbelief takes offense at Christ’s salvation. Therefore, Jesus’ warning 

about the leaven of the unified opposition is to “beware of self-justified offense.” 

 

   

The Warning Now 

 

Together, Christ’s warning about a little unbelief means this:  Beware of holding onto even a 

little self-righteousness, or a little self-importance, or a little self-justified offense, because a 

little unbelief can grow and harden our hearts away from Christ.  What today might qualify 

as a little unbelief?  In what does our culture, all day and every day, say we should trust in 

other than Christ?  I only want to briefly address this with a few questions and general 

comments, because, really, this warning is for each of us, to ourselves see if there is any 

unbelief metastasizing in our own hearts, or perhaps more precisely for each of us to ask 

Christ to find any unbelief in us (Ps 139:23-24).  So here are some questions to ask 

ourselves: 

 

 Do we hold on to any self-righteousness, kept like insurance, just in case Christ’s 

salvation isn’t enough?  For example:  superiority toward other Christians – excusing 

or downplaying sin – elevating cultural morals – believing people are basically good. 

 

 Do we harbor any self-importance in order to give our life meaning, just in case 

Christ and His salvation isn’t enough?  For example:  trusting politics or prosperity – 

downplaying the redemption of sinners – believing the ends justify the means.  
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 Do we join in taking any offense at Christ and His salvation in order to avoid the  

rejection of society?  For example:  agreeing with those who say there are many 

ways to God – or Christ was just a prophet or a man – or disparaging Christ as a 

useful myth – or there is no God – or God can’t be known – or the Bible is a fairytale. 

 

 Do we let those who teach unbelief speak into our lives and the lives of our children 

or our church?  Do we zealously guard the gospel?  Do we ask God to search our 

hearts?  Are we humble before God with our questions? 

 

There are more questions for further reflection in your bulletin.  To be absolutely clear:  

Christ isn’t warning us to judge the unbelieving world.  That is His job.  But He is warning us 

let go of any unbelief in our own hearts.  Perhaps the best questions aren’t about unbelief, 

but rather about belief.  Maybe it does not require knowing the intricacies of atheistic 

thought, or being on a sharp look-out for legalism, or hero worship.  Instead, maybe it’s 

more like the way the FBI trains to spot counterfeit money, by studying the real thing.  

Perhaps the way we respond to Christ’s warning about a little unbelief would be to study 

and meditate and pray about the real thing, the True and Perfect Gospel, and then trust 

God through the Holy Spirit to teach us all things (John 14:26).   

 

The True and Perfect Gospel is this:  We all were dead in our sins.  But God pardons us from 

our sins, makes us alive, and gives us eternal life with Him, when we turn to Him, and 

accept His Son, Jesus Christ, as our Savior and Lord.  By God’s grace as a gift, we are 

entirely and forever saved through faith in His Son, to be reborn into God’s family, and 

created for His good works.  Displace just one note and there would be diminishment.   

 

 

The Kingdom 

 

Now I’ve been all of these:  self-righteous like the Pharisees, self-important like the 

Herodians, and offended along with the culture against Christ.  It’s has been a constant 

battle of which thoughts get to be beliefs, of who and what to trust for salvation.  I was self-

righteous before I was first saved in Jerry and Jeni Engler’s small group 30 years ago, 

silently dividing the world into superior people like me and inferior people who were not like 

me; and I’ve been self-righteous after.  I was self-important before I was saved, appointing 

myself savior of the earth as it pertains to water pollution and in everything else I had an 

opinion; and I’ve been self-important after.  I’ve been offended against Christ in order to be 

accepted in society before I was saved, with grave doubts about who Christ is and His 

salvation and whether this or that particular sin is so bad; and I’ve taken offense after, with 

many long nights of doubt and trouble.  But I have also had God’s tender hand upon me 

through every high point and low point, through every birth and the-now-too-many deaths, 

through youth and getting old.  And slowly but surely His thoughts are becoming my 

thoughts, His values my value, His purposes my purposes, His honor and glory mine also, 

and His Kingdom my family and home. 

 

Thank God it has been a road of perpetual forgiveness and patience and kindness or I would 

have been lost.  As Paul wrote: 
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Phil 3:12-14 - 12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become 

perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid 

hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold 

of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward 

to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward 

call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

And so let me end here with the final part of our passage from Mark 8, where it is clear the 

disciples have held onto unbelief, since Jesus says “do you not yet understand?”  At that 

they could have lost heart.  But their road, like my road, like Paul’s road was one of 

perpetual forgiveness and patience and kindness, of pressing on toward the goal, to further 

and deeper belief in Christ and His salvation, with our blindness toward Christ healed step-

by-step.  And to reassure the disciples then and us forever of this, He heals a man of 

blindness step-by-step.   

 

Mark 8:19-25 – 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how 

many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him, 

“Twelve.” 20 “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of 

broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him, “Seven.” 21 And he said 

to them, “Do you not yet understand?”  22 And they came to Bethsaida.  And 

some people brought to him a blind man, and begged him to touch him. 23 

And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the village; and 

when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands upon him, he asked him, “Do 

you see anything?”  24 And he looked up and said, “I see men; but they look 

like trees, walking.” 25 Then again he laid his hands upon his eyes; and he 

looked intently and was restored, and saw everything clearly.  

 

It takes time.  The disciples then, like Paul, like us today, were entirely blind, and then 

partially blind, and will someday be entirely healed of blindness.  So the final point I would 

like to make from this passage today is this:  fully trusting in Christ’s salvation alone 

takes time, it takes a lifetime.   

 

 

*          *          * 

 

 

Thank you Lord Jesus for your True and Perfect Gospel, for your sweet forgiveness, your 

perfect patience, and your inexhaustible kindness.  May all those we love and know hear 

and hold onto your true and perfect gospel of salvation.  May there be none missing.  Amen. 
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Questions for Further Thought 

 

1.  What is the True and Perfect Gospel of Christ’s salvation? 

Here are ten core beliefs from Eph 2:1-10, Rom 6:23, Acts 4:12, 1John 1:9, Rom 8:1 

 

 1 - Dead in our sins – utterly depraved 

 2 - In agreement with the depraved world – enslaved conformed 

 3 - God because of His great love made us alive – through the cross 

 4 - Eternal life – forgiven, cleansed of all unrighteousness 

 5 - Together with Christ – reborn as His children, Holy Spirit in us as a guarantee 

6 - By grace we have been saved through faith – repent to God 

 7 - It is the free gift of God – not because of what we do 

 8 - Created for good works – in keeping with who we are now 

9 - Under authority of the Word – walking according to the Spirit 

10 – There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus 

 

 For each core belief, what happens to our faith if we believe something else? 

 

For example what happens to our faith if we don’t believe people are utterly depraved 

in their sin, but instead hold to the cultural belief that people are inherently good? 

  

 Or what happens to our faith if we don’t believe salvation is a free gift of God, but 

instead hold to the cultural belief that we earn can God’s favor or lose our salvation?  

 

 

 

2.  What cultural beliefs today are like those held by the Pharisees? 

 

 

3.  What cultural beliefs today are like those held by the Herodians? 

 

 

4.  Have you seen a little cultural unbelief in someone harden their heart toward Christ? 

 

 

5.  Has your own faith in Christ and His salvation been a process? 

 

 

6.  What might you do to heed Christ’s warning in Mark 8:15? 

 

 

7.  Why is the exclusiveness of salvation only in Christ, good news?    

 

 

 


