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Why Money Matters to God. 
Right now Jeff and I are doing a series of messages entitled, “Money: Treasure, Temptation or Tool?” as we look at 
what the Bible teaches about how to wisely manage our money and possessions.  There are 2,350 verses in the 
Bible about money and Jesus talked more about money than He did about prayer, heaven, and hell combined.  
Why does what we do with our money matter so much to God? This morning I hope to show you that God not only 
has a wonderful plan for your life, He has a wonderful plan for your finances. In the coming weeks, we’re going to 
look at what the Bible says about how to be free from financial worries, how to be completely content with what 
we have and how to avoid the traps which lead to financial and spiritual ruin.  But before we look at the 
instructions, we need to look at the Instructor.  The Christian life is lived by faith and until we trust God, we will 
not pursue His plan for our money.  So this morning, I want to look at two questions.  Does God really care 
about my money; and if so, why?  And to answer those questions, I want to look at four conversations Jesus had 
with people about their money.   
 
Let’s begin with Jesus’ conversation with a tax collector in Luke 19. “He entered Jericho and was passing through. 
And there was a man called by the name of Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector and he was rich. Zaccheus was 
trying to see who Jesus was, and was unable because of the crowd, for he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead 
and climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He was about to pass through that way.” (Luke 19:1-4) 
Jesus is walking through the ancient city of Jericho, surrounded huge crowds trying to see the famous prophet 
from Galilee; and as He walks under a large sycamore tree Jesus looks up to see the local IRS chief looking back at 
Him.  He is a very short man named Zaccheus – probably looked like Danny DeVito - with a reputation as a 
crooked government official on the take.  The tax-collectors were Jews who worked for Rome by collecting taxes 
and since they were allowed to keep as much as they could collect as long as Rome got its cut, they had a 
reputation of not only being collaborators with the Roman occupation but as small time crooks. “When Jesus came 
to the place, He looked up and said to him, "Zaccheus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house." 
And he hurried and came down and received Him gladly.” (Luke 19:5-6) Zaccheus is thrilled that a famous prophet 
like Jesus would want to have lunch at his house and he immediately jumps out of the tree to take Jesus to his 
home.  However, the huge crowd is shocked. “When they saw it, they all began to grumble, saying, "He has gone 
to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." (Luke 19:7) “How can Jesus be a great prophet and man of God if He 
hangs out with a small time crook like Zaccheus?” “Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, half of my 
possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four times as much." 
(Luke 19:8) Something happened to Zaccheus when he experienced love and friendship from Jesus instead of the 
condemnation he usually got from religious folks in Jericho. Something became more important to Zaccheus than 
money. “And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham.” 
(Luke 19:9) Jesus says that like Abraham, Zaccheus is also a man of faith; and like Abraham, Zaccheus also has been 
saved by his faith. How did Jesus know that Zaccheus had become a man of faith and had been saved by that faith? 
Zaccheus didn’t say, “Save me, Lord” or “I believe!” He doesn’t pray and ask Jesus to come into his heart.  He 
doesn’t join a church or get baptized or do any of the things people do today when they believe.  So how does 
Jesus know Zaccheus believes? How does Jesus know that today Zacheus has been saved?  Zaccheus’ attitude 
toward money had changed.  Without Jesus even asking, he’s promised to give half of everything he owns to the 
poor, and to pay back everyone he’s ever cheated 4 times the amount he stole – and since Zacheus got to keep as 
much as he was able to collect over what the Romans charged, the list of people he had cheated was probably very 
long; yet Zaccheus promises to pay them all four times the amount he cheated them out of. Does money matter to 
God? According to Jesus, our attitude toward money shows whether we’ve really been saved or not.   
 
Let’s look at another conversation Jesus has about money. In Mark 10, a young professional - wealthy, devout, and 
a leader of his community, comes to Jesus with a question. “As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to 
Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" And Jesus said to 
him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.” (Mark 10:17) It may sound to us like Jesus is 



splitting hairs here or being rude but as we’ll see, how this man defines “good” is at the heart of his problem. "You 
know the commandments, 'DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE 
WITNESS, Do not defraud, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.'"(Mark 10:18-19) Jesus gives this man the answer 
any devout Jew would give him.  “What must you do to inherit eternal life? Keep God’s commandments.” And he 
said to Him, "Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up." (Mark 10:20)  “I’ve kept all of God’s 
commands ever since I was a child.  Is there anything else I need to do?” “Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him 
and said to him, "One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me." But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one 
who owned much property.” (Mark 10:21-22)  The young man wants eternal life, but he wants his wealth more. 
And when he’s forced to choose, money is more important than God.  Now we need to be careful that we don’t 
miss the point of this conversation. “And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, "How hard it will be for those 
who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!"  The disciples were amazed at His words.” (Mark 10:23-24a)  In 
Jewish culture, wealth was considered a sign of God’s favor.  If a man was wealthy, he must be righteous.  And 
on top of that, this guy has kept God’s commandments from the time he was a little boy.  The disciples are 
thinking, “I’m not nearly as good as this guy. He’s an eagle scout.” So when Jesus says, “How hard it will be for guys 
like that to enter the kingdom of God” it’s like saying today, “How hard it will be for people like Mother Teresa or 
Billy Graham to get into heaven.” And we’re thinking, “If they can’t make it, I’m in real trouble.” “But Jesus 
answered again and said to them, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." (Mark 10:24b-25)  How hard IS 
it for a camel to go through the eye of a needle?  It’s impossible, right?  That’s why the text says, “They were 
even more astonished and said to Him, "Then who can be saved?  If this guy can’t make it into heaven, who can? 
And that’s the point of this conversation: how hard getting into heaven really is, and why the disciples ask, "Then 
who can be saved?” “Looking at them, Jesus said, "With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are 
possible with God." (Mark 10:26-27)  Jesus says that it is impossible for us to save ourselves.  Remember the 
young man’s question. “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus replies, “More than you’re doing and more 
than you’re able to do. Salvation is something only God can do for you.”  And that’s the gospel.  We can’t earn 
eternal life; we can only accept it as a gift by faith. It’s not what can I do to inherit eternal life but what has Christ 
done to give me eternal life because what is impossible for me is possible for God.  So far, we’ve got two rich 
men, Zaccheus and the rich young ruler.  One’s a crook and one’s an upstanding citizen.  One is a man of faith 
and the other is not; but it’s not who we expect because the crook is saved while the moral man is lost.  Jesus 
looks at Zaccheus and says, “Today he too is a son of Abraham. Today he too is a man of faith.” Jesus looks at the 
young ruler and says, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God.”  Both men were wealthy and both 
men’s attitude toward their wealth revealed their true attitude toward God; faith or unbelief.  Zaccheus trusted 
God and so he was quite willing to part with his money while the young man didn’t trust God and so he was unable 
to part with his. If I want to see how important God really is to me, I need look no further than my checkbook and 
your calendar because how I spend my money and my time reveals what matters most to me.  
 
Does God care about money? Let’s look at a third conversation Jesus has about money.  In Luke 21, Jesus and his 
disciples are sitting in the great hall of the temple and watching as the wealthy drop their contributions into the 
collection boxes.  Verse 1. “And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury. And He saw a 
poor widow putting in two small copper coins. And He said, "Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all 
of them; for they all out of their surplus put into the offering; but she out of her poverty put in all that she had to 
live on." (Luke 21:1-4)  Did you notice how interested Jesus is in how much people are giving?  That should make 
us a little uncomfortable because as Americans, we assume that what we do with our money is our business and 
nobody else’s, right?  But apparently what we do with our money is of great interest to God because how we 
spend our money reveals our heart.  Jesus seems unimpressed with the large donations the wealthy are making 
but when a poor widow drops two pennies into the box, Jesus gets excited.  He turns to His disciples, “Did you 
see that?  That was the largest contribution of the day.” The disciples are thinking, “I know my math’s not that 
good, but two pennies is not a large contribution. What’s Jesus talking about?” Jesus explains that everybody else 
gave what they were comfortable giving but the woman gave everything she had to live on.  Now, if you saw that 
woman giving away all the money she has to live one, how would you advise her?  I would tell her, “Ma’am the 
temple is doing just fine.  They don’t need your pennies nearly as much as you do. You should take care of 
yourself.”  But Jesus sees her through different eyes. He asks His disciples, “Do you see how much that woman 



loves God? Do you see how much that woman trusts God? That’s fantastic!”  Her two cents meant more to Jesus 
than the huge gifts the rich were giving.  Apparently Jesus is less interested in how much people give than in how 
much they keep for themselves.  
 
Now in contrast to that woman, let’s look at one more conversation Jesus has with a group of very religious men 
whom Luke says were lovers of money in Luke 12:16-21 “And He told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich 
man was very productive. And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to store 
my crops?' Then he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store 
all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; 
take your ease, eat, drink and be merry." 'The men Jesus tells this story to would envy this wealthy farmer. He’s 
worked hard, saved, put his capital to work and has attained true financial independence.  He never has to work 
again.  He can take early retirement and spend the rest of his life doing whatever he wants.  The farmer Jesus 
describes is where all the Pharisees would like to be someday themselves. "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very 
night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?'"So is the man who stores up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." This guy dies on the very day when all his financial goals are 
realized and he thinks he can really begin living. And God sadly shakes His head. “You fool.  Everything you 
worked so hard for now belongs to someone else and you’re unprepared for eternity.”  Most people in Jesus’ day 
would call the widow a fool and the rich man wise.  Most people would say that she was financially irresponsible 
and that he was financially responsible - but not Jesus.  He says it’s just the opposite; the widow was wise and the 
rich farmer was foolish.  Jesus clearly has a different perspective on money than we have.       
 
What do these four conversations have in common?  In each how someone handles their money reveals their 
true relationship with God. That’s why money is so important to God and why Jesus had so much to say about 
money - not because He needs our money since He already owns everything - but because our attitude toward 
money reveals what we really think about Him.  There are two reasons God cares about money; first because 
money can hurt our relationship with Him. According to the Bible, money is God’s major rival for our hearts and 
our love of money can easily replace our love for Him.  When we think of idol worship, we may think of people 
bowing down to a statue but in the Bible idol worship is any attempt to replace the Creator with His creation.  
And by far, the most common idol people serve in the first century and in the 21st century is money.  In Matthew 
6:24 Jesus warns, "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” Notice that Jesus didn’t say, “You 
shouldn’t serve two masters,” He said, “You CANNOT serve two masters.”  It’s impossible to serve both God and 
wealth.  Idolatry always involves serving a master.  Money itself is neutral.  It’s neither good nor evil.  It’s just 
a convenient means of exchange.  But once money becomes more to us than a method of barter; once money 
becomes our ticket to power, control, safety and fulfillment, it’s no longer our tool; it’s our master, our god, what 
we put our hope in.  Jesus talked about money so much because the love of money is God’s greatest rival for our 
hearts. God says, “Let your life be free of the love of money, being content with what you have, for I will never 
leave you or forsake you.”  Money says, “You can never have enough of me because you never know what might 
happen.” And I have to choose who I believe.  God says, “Give and it will be given to you.”  Money says, “Hoard 
me. Take care of yourself.”  And I have to choose who I believe.  God says, “Don’t lay up your treasures on earth 
where moth and rust destroy and thieves break in and steal, but lay up your treasures in heaven where moth and 
rust don’t destroy and thieves don’t break in and steal for where your treasure is, there will be your heart also.”  
Money says, “There’s a sale Tuesday, and if you don’t buy now, you’ll really regret it.”  And I have to choose 
whom I believe, money or God. Now if idolatry is serving the wrong master, how do I know if I’m serving money 
instead of God? Whatever controls my decisions is my true god.  Ever notice how often we make decisions not on 
the basis of what we believe is the right thing to do or on the basis of what God wants me to do but on the basis of 
what we can afford? If I’ve got the money, I assume is right, if I don’t have the money or it will affect my finances 
negatively, it must be wrong.  I mean, God could never be calling me to lose money could He?  Well He can and 
often does – just to see who comes first in my heart. Every major career move I’ve made involved taking a lower 
salary and moving into a less financially secure situation.  God said, “Will you trust Me or will you trust your 
current income?”  And each time we stepped out on faith that if we obeyed God, He would provide for us, He 
more than met our expectations. Whatever controls our decisions is our god. If our hope is in money, our faith will 
rise and fall with the economy but if our faith is in the God Jesus revealed, we will only be devastated if He fails; 



and He hasn’t failed yet. So one reason God cares about money is because while not evil in itself, money is the 
most convenient idol around.  
 
The other reason God cares about money is because our love of money not only hurts our relationship with Him, it 
also hurts us.  Paul warns in 1 Timothy 6:10 that the love of money is at the root of all sorts of evil and by longing 
for money, people have wandered from the faith and have caused themselves much grief.  How does the love of 
money hurt us? First, a love of money blinds us to the liabilities of wealth. Let me ask you a question.  Do you 
think your life would be significantly better if you made twice as much as you are currently making?  “Are you 
kidding?  Of course my life would be significantly better.”  We assume that if some money is good, more is 
better.  Yet Solomon was the world’s richest man.  If anyone understood the benefits of wealth, he did.  But 
look at what he writes in Eccles. 5:10-13, “He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves 
abundance with its income. This too is vanity. [11] When good things increase, those who consume them increase. 
So what is the advantage to their owners except to look on? [12] The sleep of the working man is pleasant, whether 
he eats little or much; but the full stomach of the rich man does not allow him to sleep.  There is a grievous evil 
which I have seen under the sun: riches being hoarded by their owner to his hurt. “ I believe that Solomon was 
richer than anyone living today.  And he said, “Take it from me, wealth cannot satisfy. The more you make, the 
faster it goes.  The anxiety and pressure which comes with wealth robs you of sleep and contentment.  Wealth 
can be a cruel companion.”  And you know, other wealthy people have said much the same.  John D. 
Rockefeller: “I have made millions but they have brought me no happiness.” W.H. Vanderbilt: “The care of 200 
million dollars is enough to kill anyone.  There is no pleasure in it.” John Jacob Astor: “I am the most miserable 
man on earth.” Henry Ford.  “I was happier when I was a mechanic.” Andrew Carnegie: “Millionaires seldom 
smile.” Wealth is one of the 15 major risk factors contributing to suicide.  Your risk of suicide rises as your income 
rises. Wealth is even a health risk.  In predicting your life span, years begin to be subtracted once your annual 
income rises above a certain point.  The more possessions we have, the more distractions, the more pressure, the 
more worries we have.  God cares about money because He cares about us.  And unless we learn how to tame 
this lion and to wisely manage our money, wealth will quickly become a liability instead of an asset. 
 
God cares about money because He cares about us and He knows our love of money not only blinds us to the 
liabilities of money, it makes us vulnerable to other temptations. Look at the warning Moses gives to Israel as they 
prepare to enter the land God has promised to them.  Deut. 6:10-12  "Then it shall come about when the Lord 
your God brings you into the land which He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you, great and 
splendid cities which you did not build, [11] and houses full of all good things which you did not fill, and hewn 
cisterns which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and you eat and are satisfied, [12] 
then watch yourself, that you do not forget the Lord who brought you from the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery.   As Israel is about to make the transition from wandering nomads to landowners, Moses tells them that 
God is going to bless them financially.  They’ve been slaves for 400 hundred years, and nomads wandering in the 
desert for 40 years, but now God IS going to make them wealthy.  He’s going to give them the desires of their 
heart.  But Moses says, “Don’t get too excited.” Because once we’re wealthy, that’s the time we’re most likely to 
forget God.  A Romanian pastor who experienced persecution first hand, has written, “95% of believers who face 
the test of persecution will pass while 95% of believers who face the test of prosperity will fail.”  God says in 
Hosea 13:6 “When I fed them, they were satisfied, and being satisfied, their heart became proud; therefore they 
forgot Me.”  That’s why Jesus said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God.”  When we love 
money, we forget God.  And when we forget God, we become easy prey to other temptations.  Did you know 
that the more money you have, the more likely it is that you’ll have an affair? 31% of husbands making less than 
$30,000 a year are unfaithful to their wives while 70% of husbands making over $100,000 a year are unfaithful to 
their wives.  Why? Rich men are more attractive than poor men.  The love of money makes us vulnerable to 
pride and imagining that we’re somehow above people who have less than we do.  That’s why Paul writes in 1 
Tim. 6:17  Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  The love of money makes us 
vulnerable to the temptation to cheat and to exploit others.  That’s why James writes in James 5:1, 4, “Come 
now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you.  Behold, the pay of the laborers who 
mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the 
harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.” The wealthy have far more temptations to cut corners, to 



exploit and deceive others in order to preserve their wealth.  You’d think those who have the most would be the 
least inclined to cheat others since they already have so much, but it’s often just the opposite. Money is a drug and 
it doesn’t matter how much the addict has, he always wants more.  That’s why God often withholds wealth from 
His children because He cares about us and doesn’t want to see our lives ruined before we’re able to handle 
wealth wisely.  Imagine your student just graduated from college and you promised him that when and if he 
finished college, you would buy you a car to get you started in life.  So he says, “You know Dad, Jesus said that if a 
child asks his father for an egg, he wouldn’t give him a snake, would he?  Well, you promised to buy me a car and 
I’d like a BMW M series.  You wouldn’t buy me a Chevy Spark, would you? ” Now since we’re just imagining, 
imagine that you have the financial resources to buy your son or daughter whatever car they want.  What will 
you do?  It depends on your kid.  If he’s not a responsible driver yet, you’re not going to give him the BMW M 
series which is a very fast automobile.  You say, “I’ll buy you a car - just not that car.  Let’s go look at a Prius.”  
A good parent wants to give good things to his children; things won’t injure him.  And in the same way, God is 
careful about to whom He entrusts wealth because He knows that money is a dangerous tool.  It can easily 
overpower its owner.  And the reason our ship may not have come in yet is because we’re not ready to be 
blessed financially.  Right now, financial blessing would hurt us rather than help us. 
 
For the next few weeks, we’re going to be looking at some Biblical principles for wise money management in order 
to learn how to tame the lion of money and to use money as a tool rather than to serve money as a god.  
However, if we don’t trust that God loves us and wants the best for us, we’ll likely ignore those instructions.  Paul 
writes in Romans 8:31-32, “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?” Do you 
believe that God is for you; that God loves you and wants your best and if you knew what He knows, you would 
choose for things to work out exactly as they have?  Do you believe that He who is for you is greater than he who 
is against you and therefore you can live confidently and courageously in this world?  You say, “I’d love to be able 
to believe that God really did love me that much – but how can I?”  Paul tells us. “He who did not spare His own 
Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?” How can I know that 
God is for me?  Just look at what He did for me.  He sent His own son to die the death I deserved to die, bearing 
my sins on the cross.  He sent His Son to live the life I failed to live so that He could credit me with His Son’s 
perfect record of righteous.  Salvation is not the result of what I do but the result of what Christ has already done.  
And Paul’s argument is that if God loves me that much in the most important issues of life, how can He fail to love 
me in everything else?  A Christian is a person like Zaccheus and the poor widow who believes in God’s great love 
which He has shown us in Christ and entrusts themselves to His care.    
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