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Take the Baton (2 Timothy 4:1-8) 
 

1. Fulfill Your Ministry (vv. 1-5): “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of  
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2 
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great 
patience and instruction. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance 
to their own desires; 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths. 
5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Follow My Example (vv. 6-8): “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering,  
and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith; 8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also 
to all who have loved His appearing.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For further thought and discussion: 



Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 
2. Think about life transitions you’ve experienced in the past 10 years. Which of these was 

easier than you expected? Why? Which was more difficult than you anticipated? Why?  

Going Deeper 

3. Paul writes with a sense of urgency in this passage. Why is this (see v. 6f)? Why is his 
charge to Timothy so urgent and solemn?   

4. Paul frames his exhortation to Timothy with statements of Christ’s return (see vv. 1, 7-
8). Why does Paul do this? As believers, how does the reality of Christ’s imminent return 
bring perspective and motivation to how we live in the present? Jeff mentioned that we 
all live to please someone; to meet someone’s standard. Have you found this to be 
true? How does focusing on Christ’s return free us from enslavement to the 
expectations/standards/opinions of others (see 2 Cor 5:10-11)?  

5. In vv. 6-8, Paul declares that he has been faithful to Christ, and will be rewarded by him. 
Is Paul boasting in his own accomplishments? If not, what’s his purpose in making these 
declarations?    

Application 

6. In verse 5, Paul tells Timothy to “fulfill [his] ministry.” This is a summary of Paul’s charge 
to Timothy in vv. 1-5. What did this mean for Timothy? What ministry do you feel called 
to “fulfill”? What’s something you’re currently doing that you need to lean into; to take 
ownership of? Or, what’s a ministry/mission of the church that you’d like to take more 
on?   

7. In verses 6-8, Paul presents himself as an example for Timothy to follow. Why is it 
important to have older believers present in our lives (see Hebrews 13:7)? What older 
Christian(s) do you seek to emulate? In what areas would like input from an older, more 
mature believer? Who do (or could you) reach out to?      

8. What’s one thing you can do this week to apply this passage?   
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