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Everyone a King, Everything in Chaos (Judges 19:1-21:25) 

When I was 14, I decided to stop living like a Christian. I wanted to talk and act like my 
friends. But I couldn’t do that while submitting to Jesus. So I decided to compartmentalize my 
life. At church, I acted like a good pastor’s kid. But when I was with my friends, I stopped 
following Jesus. And initially, this was very exciting. I did what I wanted to do. And, I avoided 
the social ramifications of actually losing my faith. But a strange thing happened. I wanted to be 
free from God’s authority. But I began submitting to new authorities. I wanted to indulge my 
lusts. But my lusts began to control me. I felt compelled by my desires. But I didn’t always like 
how they made me feel. Additionally, my behavior was driven by the opinions of others. I talked 
how my friends talked. I wore what they wore. I only listened to their music. I was obsessed 
with acceptance. I remember the day I purchased my first pair of Kobe Bryant sneakers. I 
bought the black ones. But everyone else bought the blue ones. And I was mortified. I was so 
ashamed of those shoes. My situation was sad. It was also funny. My friends were immersed in 
hiphop culture. And this may come as a shock to some of you, but I wasn’t raised within that 
sub-culture. I was trying desperately to look cool. But I looked ridiculous. I wanted to rule 
myself. But I realized that my “self” was ruling me.  

In Romans 1, Paul describes what I was experiencing. According to Paul, God has created 
us for worship. And when we refuse to worship him, we worship our desires. And if we persist 
in worshipping our desires, God gives us over to them. He allows us to be ruled by them. And 
this ultimately leads us to destroy ourselves, and others. Our desires rule us. Then they destroy 
us. Time and again, our study of Judges has testified to this reality. But no passage does so 
more powerfully than the one we’ll look at this morning.  

Today, we conclude our study of this strange book. Judges describes the 400 year 
stretch of Israel’s history between Joshua and King David. There’s only one hero in this book, 
and it’s God. Israel is in chaos. The nation is oppressed by foreign peoples. And they worship 
false gods. Time and again, God raises up leaders to rescue his people. But none of these 
leaders can provide lasting deliverance. And in this way, Judges points us forward to Jesus, the 
only deliverer who can rescue us from our enemies, and from ourselves.  

This book ends with two “case-studies”; two examples of what life was like during this 
period. Last week, we looked at chapters 17-18. We learned about Israel’s spiritual corruption. 
This week, we’ll look at chapters 19-21; a story about Israel’s moral corruption.  
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Now, before we begin, I need to warn you. This passage is long. It’s repulsive. And, as 
Tim Keller says, it’s, “unremittingly tragic.”1

Before we look at the story, I want to make two observations.  

 Remember, Judges depicts Israel’s downward spiral 
into the sin. This book begins bad, and only gets worse. We’re at the end. So you know what 
that means. This is the worst story of all. And, in all likelihood, this will be the worst sermon in 
this series. So if this is your first time here, don’t worry; it’s not usually this bad.  

First, notice how this passage begins and ends. In 19:1, we read, “In those days, there  
was no king in Israel.” In 21:25, the author repeats this phrase. Then, he adds, “Everyone did 
what was right in his own eyes.” These statements bookend the story. And that’s significant. 
The writer is giving us an interpretative framework. In effect, he’s saying, “this is a story about 
what happens when everyone acts like their own king.” And that’s a summary of the book of 
Judges, isn’t it? The Israelites don’t have a human king. And even worse, they don’t serve God 
as king. Everyone does what seems right to them. And the nation self-destructs. 

Here’s a second observation. Notice that most of the characters in this story are 
nameless.2

A. Hedonism: A hedonist is ruled by desires. Whatever feels right, is right. And in one  

 Only one character is named; Phinehas in chapter 20 (20:28). Otherwise, every 
person is referred to generically. Why? I think the writer does this for two reasons. First, he 
refers to people generically because he’s generalizing. He’s saying, “this is what life was like. 
This is how people typically acted.” Second, the writer is showing the effects of 
dehumanization. Names humanize us, don’t they? When you know someone’s name, you see 
them as a specific, recognizable person. But this culture is dehumanized. People have no regard 
for individual, human dignity. The Israelites reject God’s kingship. But in turn, they submit to 
new kings. They worship the gods of hedonism, tribalism and legalism. And when we reject 
God’s loving rule, we’re prone to worship the same things. Let’s look first at hedonism. 

way or another, the characters in chapter 19 are dominated by their lusts. Look at verses 1-2.  
“In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite was sojourning in the 

remote parts of the hill country of Ephraim, who took to himself a concubine from Bethlehem in 
Judah. 2 And his concubine was unfaithful to him, and she went away from him to her father's 
house at Bethlehem in Judah, and was there some four months.”  

Last week’s passage was about a Levite named Jonathan. And this story is also about a 
Levite. The Levites were called to be Israel’s priests; their spiritual leaders. But in each of these 
stories, priests lead the nation away from God. The Levite in our story acquires a concubine. A 
concubine was like a second-class wife. She had the obligations of a wife, but was treated more 
like a slave. Now, whenever men acquire concubines in the Old Testament, bad things begin to 
happen. So this is a sign of trouble.   

According to verse 2, this concubine was “unfaithful.” That’s probably a mistranslation.  

                                                           
1 Tim Keller, Judges for You (Epsom, Surrey, UK: The Good Book Company, 2013); 181. 
2 Daniel I. Block, Judges, Ruth (NAC 6: Nashville: B & H Publishing, 1999); 517-518.  
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Other versions say that she “grew angry.” It appears this couple got into an argument. And this 
caused the concubine to return to her family. In response, the Levite pursues her. He goes to 
her Father’s house. He speaks kindly to her. And he wins her back. Now, the father is overjoyed 
by this. In fact, he’s so happy that he hosts the Levite for 5 days! The Levite repeatedly tries to 
leave. But his Father-in-law won’t let him. The narrator is giving us a picture of Middle Eastern 
hospitality. In this culture, it was vitally important for hosts to honor their guests. You should 
keep that in mind as we move forward. On day 5, the Levite has had enough of his in-laws ; he’s 
ready to go home.   

And this is where the story becomes ominous. According to verse 9, the Levite and his 
concubine depart in the evening. It wasn’t safe to travel at night. And as readers, we’re 
supposed to react: “What are you thinking? Don’t leave at night! Just wait until morning?” We 
react this way during horror movies, don’t we? I mean, why do people always try to kill the 
vampire at night? He sleeps during the day! Just get up early. Get to the castle around 8. Kill the 
vampire. Then, you can go eat brunch. We’re supposed to be unsettled, because this truly is a 
horror story. 

The Levite and his companions embark on their journey. And they come to a Canaanite 
city called Jebus. The Levite’s servant suggests they lodge there. But the Levite refuses. He 
assumes it won’t be safe. And that was a fair assumption. There was no guarantee that these 
foreigners would grant them housing, let alone protection.  

So the group travels on. And they reach Gibeah; a city which belonged to the tribe of 
Benjamin. And at this point, we’re supposed to breathe a sigh of relief. “Phew! They’ve found 
an Israelite city. They’re going to be safe.” The story, however, gets even more ominous. These 
Benjaminites refuse to offer shelter. And in a culture that values hospitality, this is incredibly 
shameful. The Levite and his companions are forced to sleep in the town square. Finally, a 
sojourner takes them in. This man wasn’t even a permanent resident! Yet he offers his house. 
And now the story gets even spookier. In verse 20, he says, “Peace be to you; I will care for all 
your wants. Only, do not spend the night in the square." This was a gated city. The travelers 
should have been safe sleeping in the town square. But this sojourner thinks they won’t be. 

The sojourner brings these travelers into his house. They begin to have dinner. And all of 
a sudden, the door begins to pound. A horde of men are outside. And they say, "Bring out the 
man who came into your house, that we may know him" (v. 22). In Hebrew, the word “know” is 
often used as an idiom for sex. So apparently, this horde of men wants to rape the Levite. Now, 
the host refuses to honor this request. But to placate these men, he offers them his virgin 
daughter, along with the Levite’s concubine. In verse 24 he says, “Violate them and do with 
them what seems good to you, but against this man do not do this outrageous thing.” So the 
host refuses to let his male guest be dishonored. But he thinks nothing of these two women. 
And this is a horrific, misogynistic double-standard. The men in this story simply deny what 
Scripture teachers; that women are God’s image bearers; that they have inherent dignity, value  
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and worth equal to that of men.  
The horde isn’t satisfied with the host’s offer. They still want the Levite. So the Levite 

does something unconscionable. He takes his concubine. He throws her to the horde. And he 
shuts the door. The men sexually abuse her throughout the night. And they leave her for dead.  

This story is horrible on so many levels. But the author isn’t merely trying to disgust us; 
he wants to instruct us. He’s making a crucial, theological point. This story should sound 
familiar. Do you remember what happened in Genesis 19? Two angels visit the Canaanite city of 
Sodom. They’re disguised as men. They can’t find shelter. But Lot, Abraham’s nephew, takes 
them in. The men of Sodom surround the house. They want to sexually abuse these two 
travelers. So what does Lot do in response? He offers them his daughters. And at that point in 
the story, the angels intervene, and strike the men of Sodom with blindness. Tragically, there 
are no angels in this story.   

Now, there are dozens of verbal parallels between these two passages. So the allusion is 
very deliberate. And in effect, the author is saying this; “Israel, you’ve become just like Sodom.” 
The incident at Sodom was a testament to the corruption of Canaanite culture. The Canaanites 
treated each other like animals. God called Israel to be distinct from the surrounding nations; 
distinct from the Canaanites. But Israel has been thoroughly Canaanized. You can think of it this 
way: the book of Joshua depicts Israel’s physical conquest of Canaan. But the book of Judges 
depicts Canaan’s spiritual conquest of Israel. The Israelites now resemble the absolute worst 
elements of the surrounding culture.  

We’re outraged by the men of this city. And rightly so. But we should be equally 
outraged by the host; and especially, by the Levite. He throws his concubine to the wolves. And 
then he leaves! The next morning, he finds his concubine in front of the house. What’s his first 
response? In verse 28, he says, “Get up, let us be going” (v. 28). The woman doesn’t respond. 
This man shows no compassion. He has no grief. And then, he does something despicable. He 
takes his wife. He divides her body into twelve pieces. And he sends these pieces to the twelve 
tribes of Israel. We’ve entitled this series Strange Tales. And I hope you can see why. This action 
isn’t just repulsive. It’s bizarre. What is the Levite doing? I think he’s calling Israel to battle. In 
those days, a person would summon the nation for war by dividing an animal carcass. And he 
would send pieces of the carcass to his allies. In effect, this was a way of saying, “if you don’t 
join me in battle, this is what will happen to you.”3

When we turn from God, God turns us over to our base desires. The men in this story  

 The Levite summons Israel for war. But he 
treats his concubine like an animal carcass. He doesn’t grieve her loss. He’s upset over the loss 
of property. He’s cruel. And, he’s a coward. In chapter 20, the whole nation gathers at Mizpah. 
They respond to the Levite’s summons. The Levite tells what has happened. But he omits crucial 
details. He reveals what the Benjamites have done. But he fails to mention his part in what 
happened. He absolves himself of any responsibility.  

                                                           
3 See 1 Samuel 11:1-7.  
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are ruled by the lust and fear. The men of Gibeah don’t just refuse hospitality. They serve their 
lust at any cost. And the host and Levite are dominated by fear. They unthinkingly put women 
in harm’s way in order to protect themselves.   
 This story has many implications for us. I’ll just highlight two. First, giving into lust makes 
us less human, not more. All of us have powerful desires. Some are good. And some aren’t. But 
here’s my temptation; to think that if I resist my feelings in any way, I won’t experience life. “If I 
don’t do what I feel like doing, I’ll stop living.” So, when I feel anger, I think, “get angry.” When I 
feel lustful, I think, “lust!” If I’m afraid of a situation, I think, “avoid it.” And here’s the tragic 
irony. When we indulge our base desires, we don’t experience life. We experience death. We 
dehumanize others. And we dehumanize ourselves. A few months back, I read an article. It was 
about the growing popularity of online support groups for sex addicts. Some of the stories were 
heartbreaking. But here’s what astounded me. Many people in these groups have no religious 
affiliation. They have no religious motivation to change their behavior. They just know from 
their experience that they’re being dehumanized. They’re losing their capacity for relationship. 
Person after person said, “I hate what I’ve become. I just want human connection. I’ve forgotten 
how to love people, and receive love.” In reality, every sin has this effect. It makes us a little 
more callous to our own humanity, and the humanity of others.  
 Here’s a second implication: fear keeps us from facing reality. The Levite does 
something terrible. But then he hides. He doesn’t acknowledge his complicity in what has 
happened. He paints a one-sided picture of reality. And it catapults the nation into civil war. Sin 
creates fear and shame. And these cause us to hide. But when we hide our sin, it grows; it only 
gets stronger. One of the wonderful things about being a Christian is that you’re fully known, 
and fully loved. God knows the absolute worst about you. And yet he loves you perfectly. And 
the security of God’s love should give us confidence to confess sin. I’ve talked to a lot of 
Christians who’ve been through recovery. And they frequently say something like this; “it was 
so nice to be in a safe place, where I could finally talk about my struggles openly.” I’m so glad 
that places like that exist. That’s one reason Celebrate Recovery exists. If you feel like you can’t 
talk about the deep issues in your life, start there. You just need a place where you’ll be loved 
and heard, regardless of what you share. But here’s what I wonder; do we talk honestly within 
our small groups? Are our groups safe places? I realize it takes time, and trust to cultivate 
vulnerability. It’s not easy. It’s messy. But all of us should seek to cultivate relationships in 
which we are truly known. Who knows about your private life? Your finances? Your 
relationships? Who knows about your marriage? About your kids? Where can you confess ugly, 
specific sin? And if you don’t talk openly with the Christians closest to you, ask “why?” Once we 
acknowledge that God knows and loves us, we’ll have the courage to be known. We won’t have 
to hide.   

B. Tribalism: When we reject God’s loving rule, we submit to Hedonism. We do what  
feels best. Second, we submit to tribalism. We do what’s best for our tribe, or clan. We protect  
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“our people” at any cost. After the Levite provides his highly edited report, the people are 
shocked. Israel’s leaders declare war on Gibeah. The people make preparations for battle. And 
Israel’s armies gather at Gibeah. We’ll pick the story up in chatper 20, verse 11:  
  Judges 20:11-14: “So all the men of Israel gathered against the city, united as one 
man. 12 And the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, "What evil is 
this that has taken place among you? 13 Now therefore give up the men, the worthless fellows in 
Gibeah, that we may put them to death and purge evil from Israel." But the Benjaminites would 
not listen to the voice of their brothers, the people of Israel. 14 Then the people of Benjamin 
came together out of the cities to Gibeah to go out to battle against the people of Israel.” 

Israel’s leaders demand justice. But the Bejaminites refuse to give up the men of 
Gibeah! Instead, they also start making preparations for war. The Benjaminites put tribal loyalty 
over national loyalty, or even loyalty to God. They are deeply distrustful of the other tribes. 
They want to protect their tribal identity at all costs. They refuse to administer justice to the 
rapists. And this precipitates a civil war.   

The remainder of the chapter recounts this war. Now, it’s important to note that there 
are no, “good guys” in this chapter. The fact that Israel is even fighting this war demonstrates 
that the nation has turned from God. And God’s activity in this chapter is mysterious at best. He 
allows Israel to attack Benjamin. But he doesn’t grant the Israelites  immediate success. Israel 
outnumbers Benjamin by a margin of more than 10-1. But initially, the Benjaminites have the 
upper hand. Twice, the Israelites go to God for counsel, yet God seems strangely detached from 
what is happening. After Israel has lost 40,000 men, the people come to God a third time. They 
weep. They offer sacrifices. And the Lord promises victory to Israel.  

The Israelites craft a plan. They create a diversion. They attack Gibeah with some of 
their men. But then, these men pretend to be defeated, and begin to retreat. They draw the 
Benjaminites away from the city. Meanwhile, another group of Israelite soldiers hides in a 
nearby city. Once the Benjaminites have vacated Gibeah, these men come out of hiding. They 
ambush the city, and burn it to the ground. Then the two Israelite battalions perform a pincer 
movement. The Benjaminites are encircled by the two Israelite forces. Nearly 30,000 
Benjaminites are killed. And only 600 men escape.   

God has given the Israelites victory. Yet, they still aren’t satisfied. So they go through the 
towns of Benjamin, and begin killing everyone, town by town. Their pursuit for justice has 
become genocidal. As a result, they nearly wipe this tribe off the map.  

The Benjaminites value their tribal identity more than basic principles of justice. They 
refuse to even acknowledge what happened at Gibeah. As a result, countless people die, and 
the tribe of Benjamin is nearly annihilated. 

Some of us find identity in ourselves. “I’m this kind of person.” “I have these kinds of 
feelings.” But some of us find identity in our group. “I belong to this family, or this culture, or 
this political party.” Now, God created us to live in groups. But if I’m not careful, my group can 
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become a god. Think about tribal conflicts in other parts of the world. Think about how difficult 
it is for warring groups to reconcile. People are often more loyal to their group than to basic 
principles of justice, or fairness. Now, we live in a very individualistic culture. So, this idea of 
group identity might seem strange. But I assure you, all of us belong to tribes. And these tribal 
loyalties can distort our view of reality.  

My dad and I are big 49er fans. Now, this will come as news to about 7 of you, but 
here’s a quick update: our season didn’t end well. We lost the Conference Championship game. 
And worst of all, we lost to our rivals, the Seattle Seahawks. Now, over the past few years, I’ve 
probably cultivated an unhealthy amount of animosity for the Seahawks. But I didn’t realize it 
until last week. I was online, watching a video. Now, in this video, several Seahawks were being 
interviewed about their faith. All of these men were Christians. But when my dad and I saw this 
video, we both reacted in exactly the same way; “There are no Christians on the Seahawks! 
You’ve got to be kidding me? Those cheating, Adderall-abusing, arrogant…” So, in that moment, 
what was happening? My loyalty to the Niners superseded my loyalty to Christians; to my 
eternal brothers in Christ. What is that? That’s tribalism! We have a sinful tendency to view 
members of our tribe in the best possible light. But we view members of other tribes in the 
worst possible light. I am fiercely protective of my Niners. Don’t complain to me about 
Kaepernick, okay? He’s my boy. I’ll defend him. Yet, I’m eager to find the slightest fault in 
players on opposing teams. We can make our group a god. 

And there are many ways to do this. If you’re a teenager, I’m guessing you have a core 
group of friends; a clique. Have you ever disliked someone, just because your clique disliked 
them? Have you ever spoken poorly of someone, just because your friends did? If so, you’ve 
made your group a god. Are you honest about your family’s struggles? Have you sought help? 
Or, do you carefully maintain this façade in order to protect the family image? To keep other 
people out? If you’re doing that, you might be making your group a god. If you’re married, do 
your parents still dictate your behavior? Do they respect that you and your spouse constitute a 
new family? Or, do they still demand that you comply with certain rules?  Can they guilt you 
into obligations? If so, you may be making your group, a god.  

C. Legalism: When we reject God’s loving rule, we are ruled by Hedonism. We are ruled  
by Tribalism. Lastly, we’re ruled by legalism. A legalist refuses God’s grace and help. Instead, he 
relies on his own wisdom to fix problems. She doesn’t trust in God, but in her own 
performance. Israel succumbs to this error in chapter 21.   

In verses 1-3, the Israelites realize they have a major problem: “Now the men of Israel 
had sworn at Mizpah, "No one of us shall give his daughter in marriage to Benjamin."  2 And the 
people came to Bethel and sat there till evening before God, and they lifted up their voices and 
wept bitterly. 3 And they said, "O LORD, the God of Israel, why has this happened in Israel, that 
today there should be one tribe lacking in Israel?" 
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 At Mizpah, the Israelites declared war on the tribe of Benjamin. And when this 
happened, the men of Israel took an oath. They said, “we will never allow our daughters to 
marry the sons of Benjamin.” But they’re beginning to regret this vow. The Benjaminites have 
been decimated. The Benjaminite women are dead. And only 600 men remain. The Israelites 
are grieved. A tribe is on the brink of extinction. But amazingly, they blame God! They say, 
“God, why have you allowed this to happen?” Now that’s funny, isn’t it? The Israelites know 
exactly why this has happened. They killed the Benjaminites. They made the vow. They have 
created this dilemma. Interestingly, God doesn’t respond to these complaints. He remains 
silent. So the Israelites concoct their own plan to save the tribe of Benjamin. The plan is 
ingenious. But it’s also barbaric. 

The Israelites can’t give their daughters to the Benjaminites. But the Benjaminites need 
women if the tribe is to survive. So, here’s what the Israelites do. First, they take a census. They 
make a list of everyone who assembled for battle at Mizpah. And they discover that the men of 
Jabesh-Gilead failed to assemble. The Israelites conclude that this is a major sin. So they send 
12,000 soldiers to Jabesh-Gilead. And these soldiers kill almost all of the people. But they don’t 
kill any of the virgin women. For some mysterious reason, they’re exempt from the 
punishment. The Israelites find 400 virgins at Jabesh-Gilead. And they give these women to the 
Benjaminites. Now remember, there are 600 men in need of wives. Thus, the Israelites need to 
find 200 more women.  

So, they come up with another brilliant plan. Apparently, there was a large festival 
taking place in the town of Shiloh. Now during this festival, virgin women from the town would 
perform a dance. So, here’s what the Israelites do. They gather the Benjaminites. And they say, 
“Ok, here’s the deal. Go hide in the vineyards outside Shiloh. A bunch of virgin women are about 
to come out and dance. And when they do, kidnap them, and make them your wives. And if 
anyone complains about this, just say, “listen, you weren’t allowed to give us your daughters 
because of that vow. But we need wives. So just let us kidnap these women. That way, we get 
wives, and you don’t have to break your vow.” That’s incredible, isn’t it? The legal gymnastics in 
this story are astounding.  

And that’s the point. Remember, the people are doing what’s right in their own eyes. 
The people don’t seek God. Instead, they rely on their own wisdom and ingenuity to solve the 
nation’s problems. And they commit numerous atrocities, all in the name of doing good.    
 

Sometimes, we reject God by doing evil. Other times, we reject him by doing good; or, 
at least, what seems good. When we refuse to ask God for help, we rely on our righteousness; 
our wisdom; our talent; our moral compass. The Israelites tried to atone for their sins. But they 
made things far worse. Until we go to God for forgiveness, we will always revert to self-
justification. We will try to atone for our own sins. I do this all the time. When I fail at work, I 
think, “I’ll prove myself by working harder.” When I mistreat my wife, I think, “I’ll prove that I’m 
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a great husband.” When I’m mean to my kids, I think, “I’ll prove that I’m the best dad in the 
world.” I take on the burden of justifying myself; of proving that I’m righteous. But the truth is, 
I’m not. No one is. And if we look to our performance for validation, we’ll be devastated. We’ll 
blame-shift, we’ll rationalize behavior, we’ll make excuses. And ultimately, we’ll become angry 
at others, and even at God. 
 When we reject God as king, we don’t become kings. Rather, we find replacement kings. 
We worship our feelings. We worship our tribe. We worship our performance. Chaos results. 
The Israelites wanted a king who would deliver them from foreign oppressors. But what they 
truly needed was a king who would deliver them from themselves. We need that kind of king 
too. And we have him in Jesus. Jesus has absolute authority. And yet he is absolutely 
committed to our good. He lives the life we should have lived, so that we can receive his perfect 
record of righteousness. We no longer have to prove ourselves to God, or anyone else. He dies 
the death we deserve to die, so that we don’t have to. And Jesus rises from the dead, so that 
we can be restored to God. Jesus doesn’t just forgive us. He delivers us from ourselves. This 
king gives us his own power and authority, so that we can walk in freedom from sin. Maybe you 
feel like you’ve always been ruled by something; by lust or fear or anger or regret; I’d 
encourage you; be ruled by Jesus. Tell him that you’ve done wrong. Tell him that you want the 
forgiveness and freedom he offers. Ask him to save you from sin, and to be your king. I promise 
you, he’s the better King. Let’s pray.   
 
©2013 Creekside Community Church. All rights reserved. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture 
quoted was from the English Standard Bible (ESV) which is a trademark of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10 
 

 
 
 

Everyone a King, Everything in Chaos (Judges 19:1-21:25) 

“In those days, when there was no king in Israel… Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”  
(Judges 19:1; 21:25) 

 

I. Ruled by Hedonism (19:1-30) 

 

 

 

II. Ruled by Tribalism (20:1-48) 

 

 

 

III. Ruled by Legalism (21:1-25) 

 

 

 

Getting Started: 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 
2. Proverbs 14:12 says, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to 

death.” Can you recall a time when you sincerely believed some course of action was 
right, but it ended up being wrong? If so, share your story with the group.  

For Further Thought and Discussion:  

3. Read verses 19:1 and 21:25. How do these verses help us understand the events which 
transpire between them?  
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4. How are the various characters in 19:1-20:7 controlled by their feelings (e.g. the Levite, 
the Host, the men of Gibeah)? How does each character (besides the concubine) 
contribute to the atrocity which unfolds?  

5. How do the events of chapter 19 parallel the incident at Sodom (see Genesis 19:1-11)? 
By connecting these two events, what point is the author trying to make? 

Application:  

6. When we reject God’s gracious kingship, we submit to, (a) hedonism (“I do what feels 
right”; 19:1-20:7), (b) tribalism (“I do what’s right for my family/group”; 20:1-48), and (c) 
legalism (“I follow the right rules to get what I want”; 21:1-25). Which of these do you 
gravitate towards? How does this manifest in your life?   

7. What’s one thing you can do this week to apply this passage?  
 

 

 


