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I used to direct a ministry for Middle School students. And each year we’d take a large 

group of them to 6 Flags. Now, chaperoning 45 over-stimulated 13 year-olds at an amusement 
park is stressful. But one year, the trip was even more stressful than usual. One of our students 
had an interesting background. He and his extended family belonged to this small, tight-knit 
religious community. And somehow, this kid had found his way into our youth group. But some 
of his extended family members didn’t support this decision. So he was in a precarious position. 
So, I’m driving to 6 Flags. And this kid is riding with me. He’s on his phone, texting people. And 
then he says, “uh-oh.” And I said, “what?” He said, “Jeff, I just found out that my people are 
gonna be at 6 Flags today. What’s gonna happen if we run into them?” And I’m thinking, 
“What’s gonna happen? You tell me; ‘what’s going to happen?!’” And then he added, “yeah Jeff, 
some of these dudes are tough; I mean, they could beat you up!” And I thought, “Thanks, kid.” 
And all of a sudden, I found myself at the center of this religious conflict. It was surreal. I 
thought, “What if these people see this kid with me? Are they really going to try to fight me? At 
6 Flags? In front of a bunch of Middle Schoolers? Is that really about to happen?” Now 
thankfully, it didn’t. There was no epic, religiously-motivated throw-down. But I realized the 
weightiness of this kid’s decision. By associating with our little group of Christ-followers, he 
placed himself at odds with his extended family network.   

That incident reminded me of Jesus’ earthly ministry; because when people associated 
with Jesus, and his group, it created relational friction. In fact, it tore families apart. Jesus was 
constantly creating family turmoil; because his vision of family conflicted with that of his culture. 
We’re currently making our way through the Gospel of Mark in a series entitled Kingdom or 
Culture? Jesus comes proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of God. He shows us what life 
under God’s reign looks like. And He continually contrasts his kingdom with the culture of first 
century Israel. Over and over we hear Him say, in effect, “Here’s what you think, but here’s 
what God thinks.” And that’s why Jesus finds Himself in constant conflict with His culture. 
According to the Bible, we’ll either be shaped by our culture, or by God’s kingdom. And so 
we’re looking at how Jesus confronted His own culture; and, how he confronts ours.  

Today, we’re looking at Jesus’ take on family values. Jesus affirmed some of his culture’s 
family values. But he challenged others. And he challenges ours, as well. Over the past few 
decades people have come to associate “Christian values,” with, “family values.” Christians are 
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often described as champions of the traditional family; or, of “traditional family values.” Now, 
the Bible does teach some fairly traditional things about the family. But we shouldn’t assume 
that Scripture merely reinforces the “family values” we’ve inherited from our culture. As we’ll 
see, Jesus has his own vision of family; and, his own set of family values. And these values need 
to shape – and if necessary, reshape – our convictions about the family. Let’s start by looking at 
how Jesus confronted the family values in his culture.  
 
I. How Jesus Confronted His Culture: Jesus was constantly challenging the authority of religious 
tradition. And this put him at odds with the religious establishment. But it also put him into 
conflict with his natural family. In Mark 3, we read this, “And He [that’s Jesus] came home, and 
the crowd gathered again, to such an extent that they could not even eat a meal. 21 When His 
own people heard of this, they went out to take custody of Him; for they were saying, "He has 
lost His senses." (vv. 20-21). 

Jesus travels to Capernaum, which was his base of operations. Now, he has already 
performed miracles in this town. So when the people hear of his return, they freak out. They 
rush down to the home where Jesus is staying. And this mob of Jesus fan-boys bursts through 
the door, and disrupts dinner. Jesus’ family quickly learns of his newfound celebrity. And they 
too rush down to see him. But they’re not fans of his ministry; far from it. They want to “take 
custody” of him, Mark says. That word, “take custody” could also be translated “seize,” or, 
“arrest.” So Jesus’ family is conducting a search and seizure mission.1 They want to stop forcibly 
restrain Jesus from performing ministry. And they assume that their sweet boy has lost his mind. 
Remember, Jesus has been running around northern Israel, speaking on God’s behalf. He claims 
to have authority over evil spirits. He forgives people’s sins. And he openly criticizes the 
religious elites. So he’s offending all the wrong people. Jesus’ behavior was embarrassing. 
Worse, it was shameful. This was a strong-group culture. So if one member of your group acted 
foolishly, your whole group suffered dishonor. And Jesus is bringing great dishonor upon his 
family. The family’s reputation is at stake. So they try to stop Jesus. 

How does Jesus respond? Well, let’s fast-forward to verse 31, where Mark resumes this 
story: “Then His mother and His brothers arrived, and standing outside they sent word to Him 
and called Him. 32A crowd was sitting around Him, and they said to Him, "Behold, Your mother 
and Your brothers are outside looking for You." The family arrives on the scene. And the crowd 
notifies Jesus that his family has arrived. But then, Jesus says something that no self-respecting 
1st century Palestinian Jew would ever say; “Answering them, He said, "Who are My mother and 
My brothers?" 34 Looking about at those who were sitting around Him, He said, "Behold My 
mother and My brothers! 35 "For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and 
mother."   

Jesus says that his followers are his real family. In effect, he says, “my true family isn’t  
                                                           

1 Robert Gundry, A Commentary on His Apology for the Cross (Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, 1993); 170. 
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out there. It’s in here.” Jesus’ statement is shocking. This was a “family first” culture. The family 
bond was almost inviolate. And yet, Jesus doesn’t simply disregard his family; he practically 
disowns them!2 Jesus calls his followers his siblings; his brothers and sisters. And he refers to 
them this way throughout the gospels.  

In Jesus’ culture, this language was highly significant. In America, we tend to associate 
family with marriage. Family is defined by marriage. When two people get married, they create 
a new family. But in Jesus’ day, family wasn’t determined by marriage. It was determined by 
blood; and specifically, the blood of the father. So if you shared blood, you were family. And 
therefore, you were close. And no bond was closer than the sibling relationship. Your siblings 
were your relational priority. In fact, if you needed financial help, or emotional support, you 
wouldn’t go to your spouse. You’d go to your sibling.3 And that may sound weird, right? I mean, 
don’t get me wrong, I love my sister. But I love my wife. I’m closer to her than anyone else.  

But it’s important that we see how Jesus’ words would have resonated in their original 
context. When Jesus calls his followers “siblings,” he defines what commitment to him will 
entail; what it will look like. Jesus isn’t affirming his culture’s understanding of family. Rather, 
he’s using it as a point of comparison. In effect, he’s saying, “if you follow me, you must treat 
me and my followers as your siblings. And I will be your highest relational priority.”  

Jesus called for radical commitment. He called his disciples to commit to him over their 
natural families. And, as you might imagine, this generated conflict. In Matthew 10, Jesus says, 
"Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but 
a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, 
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be those of his 
own household.” Jesus set family members against each other. He called people to  
leave their families and follow him. And when people followed Jesus, they identified with a 
religious rebel. Jesus openly questioned religious tradition; and, the religious establishment. So 
Jesus’ followers brought shame upon their families. And, they put their families in a precarious 
position. In that culture, family members depended on each other financially. If someone left 
the family, everyone suffered. In Mark 1, Jesus calls two brothers – Simon and Andrew –to 
follow him. And according to Mark, what do they do? They “[leave] their nets” (1:18) and follow 
Jesus. In other words, they leave the family fishing business. Have you ever wondered what 
happened to that family? I mean, the co-owners of the family business just walked out on the 
job! Think about the financial impact that had. So Jesus disrupted families; both from a religious 
standpoint; and, from an economic one.  

This was costly for families. But it was also costly for Christ’s followers. When someone  
decided to follow Jesus, they left their social and economic support system; their safety-net. So  

                                                           
2 Gundry, 178.  
3 Background on ancient family systems adapted from Joe Hellerman, The Ancient Church as Family (Fortress: 

Minneapolis, 2001).  
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following Jesus carried a tremendous social cost. And in many parts of the world, it still does. I  
was talking with Kyle Driggers, who’s one of Creekside’s missionaries. And he was telling me 
about a study some missionaries had conducted in India. They interviewed people who were 
interested in Christianity. And they asked them, “what’s keeping you from trusting in Jesus 
today?” And more often than not, people talked about their families. They said, “look, my 
family will help me get an education. My family will provide me with employment opportunities. 
They will arrange a good marriage for me. They will secure land for me. If I reject my family’s 
religious tradition, I’m cutting myself off from them. And without their help, I don’t have a 
future. And I can’t take that risk.” See, these people were interested in following Jesus. But they 
needed an alternative family; a better family, that could meet their emotional, and material 
needs.  And that’s exactly what Jesus promises to give his followers.   

In Mark 10, a rich young ruler approaches Jesus. And he’s interested in following him. So 
Jesus says to the man, “Go. Sell all that you have. Give it to the poor. And, then come, follow me” 
(v. 21). Upon hearing this, the young man is greatly disheartened. And he walks away. He simply 
isn’t willing to part with his wealth. Now, apparently, Peter was eavesdropping on this 
conversation. Because afterwards, he says, “look Jesus, we have left everything to follow you” (v. 
28). Peter says, “Look Lord, we did what that guy wasn’t willing to do.” And that’s true. The 
disciples had left everything. They’d lost their safety net. Peter is saying, “Lord, we’ve really 
gone out on a limb for you.” And in response, Jesus makes this astounding promise. He says, 
“Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father 
or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, 30 but that he will receive a hundred 
times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and 
children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.” (Mark 10:29-
30). Jesus says, “Peter, whatever you gave up to follow me, I’ll give it back to you. In fact, I’ll 
give it back to you in this life; and I’ll give it 100 times over.” That sounds amazing. But what 
does Jesus mean? Is he saying, “If you give up your house to follow me, I’ll give you 100 vacation 
homes”? Well, no; that’s not what he’s saying. I’m sorry to disappoint you. No. Look at the 
items Jesus lists; houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, farms. Jesus is talking about 
families. He’s saying; “if you leave your family, I’ll give you a new family; a better family. And 
their goods will be your goods. Their houses will be your houses.” Jesus promises to meet our 
needs. But according to this passage, how does he do it? Through other believers; through our 
faith family. So Jesus gives us a beautiful promise. But the promise carries an expectation, 
doesn’t it? Jesus expects us to commit to each other as family; and meet each other’s needs. So 
Jesus is not only disrupting the natural family. He’s creating a new spiritual family.   

And at this point you might be wondering, “does Jesus hate the natural family?” I mean, 
I thought Jesus was “safe for the whole family,” right? But this seems harsh. Is Jesus against the 
natural family? Well no, he isn’t. Jesus did not set out to destroy every traditional family 
structure. His teaching is more nuanced than that.  
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For example, Jesus had a very high view of marriage. In Mark 10, he defines marriage as  
the permanent, exclusive union of one man, and one woman. He also declares that marriage is  
divinely instituted; that God himself joins people together in marriage. And in contrast to his 
contemporaries, Jesus takes a very hard line on divorce. Jesus’ followers found his teaching on 
marriage and divorce extremely challenging. We’ll be looking at in a few months. And I think 
we’ll find it challenging as well.  

Jesus had a high view of marriage. He also thought it was important to honor parents; 
and specifically, to provide for them financially. In Mark 7, he criticizes Israel’s religious leaders 
for failing to do this.  

Finally, Jesus has a remarkably high view of children. In Mark 10, he welcomes children  
into his presence, and extols their value. And Jesus’ attitude towards children was revolutionary. 
Last year, Pascal-Emmanuel Gobry wrote an article for The Week entitled, “How Christianity 
Invented Children.”4 Gobry notes that in the ancient world, children were routinely treated as 
non-persons. Infants were often abandoned at birth. Children were sold into slavery, and 
sexually exploited. But Jesus’ teaching led to the forbidding of such practices. It also inspired 
the creation of orphanages.5 So Jesus transformed the way parents, and society, thought about 
children.   

Jesus’ sees a place for marriage, and family life. He doesn’t attempt to eradicate the 
natural family. But he does redefine its importance. The natural family is not ultimate. Jesus has 
created a new family for his disciples. And here’s the crucial point for us; when Jesus called 
people to commit to him; he called them to commit to his group; to his family. Following Jesus 
was not an individualistic pursuit. When someone decided to follow Jesus, they became part of 
his family. So when Jesus became your priority; Jesus’ people became your priority. It was a 
package deal. And Jesus’ followers could marry, and raise children. But they did these things 
within God’s family. The biological family was embedded in the larger, spiritual family.   
 
II. How Jesus Confronts Our Culture: Jesus confronted his culture’s family values. And, he 
confronts ours as well. As a Christian, the church is my first family; and, it’s my forever family. 
God has made us brothers and sisters eternally. And this reality needs to reshape how we look 
at every other relationship. Specifically, it needs to reshape how we look at Christian marriage; 
how we look at Christian parenting and family life; and how we look at Christian singleness. 

A. Marriage: Let’s start with marriage. We live in a culture that idolizes romance, and  
sexual fulfillment. Our society has moved away from the belief in a transcendent God. But we  
haven’t stopped seeking meaning, and transcendence. We just look for it in other places. And  
often people look for these things in a romantic relationship. People long for a soul-mate;  

                                                           
4 http://theweek.com/articles/551027/how-christianity-invented-children.   
5 See also, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-ortberg/six-surprising-ways-jesus_b_1773225.html.  
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someone who will meet all of their emotional, and sexual, and psychological needs.6   
And the church is not immune from these cultural influences. For example, sometimes 

people say things like, “God has created a special person just for you.” I remember hearing that 
as a teenager. And I believed it. And I just knew that someday, I’d meet her; “the one”; the only 
girl in the entire world that God had tailor-made just for me; my missing puzzle piece. All I had 
to do was find her (no pressure right?). And during my junior year of High School, I did. Or so I 
thought. Sadly, the feeling wasn’t mutual. And I was devastated. One night, I remember talking 
with Brian Nesmith; who was a leader in my youth group. And I said, “Brian, if I don’t marry this 
girl, I just don’t know what I’m going to do with myself.” And Brian just gave me this look that 
was half, “I feel bad for you,” and half, “what is wrong with you?!” But see, I was a product of 
my culture. I idealized romantic relationships.    

If we’re not careful, we can treat marriage as our relational be-all and end-all. And that 
can cause us to turn inward; to view marriage as merely a source of personal gratification. But 
that makes marriage an end in itself. Marriage is simply about personal happiness. It serves no 
greater purpose. But in God’s kingdom, marriage is about more than me and my personal  
fulfillment. In 1 Corinthians 7:29, Paul says that married people shouldn’t simply focus on their 
marriages. And in the broader context, here’s Paul’s point; marriage is good. But it’s not 
ultimate. My marriage is temporary. But God’s family is eternal. My wife and I are spouses for a 
moment. But we’re siblings forever. Our marriage exists within God’s family, and for God’s 
family. So the church doesn’t exist to strengthen my marriage. Rather, my marriage exists to 
bless God’s family, and advance God’s kingdom.   

God created marriage to serve a greater purpose. He created it for the common good. In 
Genesis 2, God creates man. And then he says, “it is not good for man to be alone” (2:18). So 
God creates woman to be man’s “suitable helper.” Now, I’ve read that passage so many times. 
And for years, I assumed that Adam’s basic problem was loneliness. Adam needed 
companionship. So God created Eve to fulfill him. Eve fulfills Adam emotionally and sexually, 
and vice versa. Now there’s truth in that. And there’s certainly romance in the Genesis narrative. 
I mean, when God presents Eve to Adam, what does he do? He sings! And it’s like the first R & B 
song in history, right? “Bone of my Bone. Flesh of my flesh” (v. 23). At least that’s what I think it 
sounded like. God clearly wants Adam and Eve to enjoy each other; both emotionally and 
sexually. But there’s far more going on here. Adam’s problem isn’t just loneliness. It’s aloneness. 
God gave Adam a mission. He told him to cultivate the earth. But Adam couldn’t accomplish 
that mission alone. He needed a partner; a teammate. And so God created Eve. And together, 
Adam and Eve subdue the earth, and create children, and culture, and steward God’s creation. 
They can only fulfill their mission together. Marriage advances God’s kingdom.   

                                                           
6 See Jonathan Grant, Divine Sex: A Compelling Vision of Christian Relationships in a Hypesexualized Age 

(Brazos: Grand Rapids, 2015); 37.   
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I met Kashelle during my junior year of college. And I’ll never forget our first real 
conversation. We were in my apartment. And almost instantly, we began talking about our life 
goals. And I said, “look, I want to plant churches. I want to live in an urban center. I will never 
live in a rural area. And I want to be in an unchurched place.” And then she laid out her vision; 
and she said, “I want to use my nursing degree in an urban context; I care about the poor. I care 
about the local church.” And as we talked about our beliefs, and our passions, it quickly became 
clear that we had the same vision for life. All the details lined up. It was spooky. I remember 
saying “goodnight” to her. And I walked back to my bedroom. And I looked at my roommate, 
Andrew. And I said, “dude, Kashelle and I just planned out our life together. And we’re not even 
dating. What just happened?” That was 11 years ago. And honestly; nothing has been more fun 
or fulfilling than doing ministry with Kashelle; than serving God’s family together. God wants 
your marriage to be about more than your marriage. And I’d encourage you to sit down with 
your spouse this week. And ask the question; “how has God uniquely gifted us to serve God’s 
people? How does our marriage bless God’s family? How does it fit in God’s bigger story?”   

B. Family: Our marriages exist within God’s family. Second, our families exist within God’s  
family. And that needs to reshape the way we parent. We often talk about how individual 
Christians need to be in community; about how no person is an island. But it’s also true that no 
family is an island. God has created Christian families to be interdependent. 

And our families only thrive when they’re deeply embedded in the greater church family. 
But what does this look like? Well, it’s important to remember that the church is a network of 
relationships. So committing to the church isn’t so much about attending programs, as it is 
investing in people. And that’s a crucial distinction; because here’s the danger. Raising kids is a 
lot of work. I’m now aware of that. My family gets busy. And we have to juggle all of these 
family activities. But we can treat “the church” like another family activity. So “church” becomes 
the thing we squeeze in between everything else. But the church isn’t some event I work to 
prioritize. It’s supposed to be the hub of life; it’s the community we live life from. And Jesus 
promises to give me family members who will help me walk through life. It’s supposed to be 
life-giving, not life-taking. And that means my family commits to the church by living life with 
other people. Seriously, it’s that simple. That’s our goal for Community Groups; that they’d 
become extended families, where people find ways to overlap their lives, and be hospitable; 
where families practice interdependence; where they help each other walk through life. And 
seriously, when I think about my Community Group, I don’t know how we’d function without 
them. I think of all the babysitting we’ve received; all of the resources we’ve shared; all of the 
ways we serve one another. We need that to get through life. And as you do this with your kids, 
here’s what happens; they see that church is family. They develop a commitment to God’s 
people. And they have other adults who are invested in them. You’ll have this army of allies 
who are committed to helping you raise your kids to love Jesus. That’s what you need; that’s 
what your kids need. So I’d encourage you; join a Community Group as a family. It’s not a magic 
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bullet. It takes work. But remember, Jesus has made us family. And our families thrive in the 
family of God.    

Here’s another thing you can do as parents. Ask other adults to invest in your kids. Find 
other godly adults you trust and admire; people you want speaking into your kids’ lives. And 
then, have them over for dinner. Ask them to share their testimony; or something God has 
done in their life. One of our dreams is that every kid at Creekside would have several adults 
investing in them; that every kid here would have adults who are praying for them, and 
speaking into their lives. And you, as parents, can engineer that. Pray that God would reveal 
those people. And then figure out how to get them involved with your kids.   

C. Singles: Jesus’ vision of family reshapes our view of marriage. It reshapes our view of  
parenting and family life. And finally, it reshapes our view of singleness. There’s this cultural 
idea floating around that people need to be in some kind of romantic relationship; that being 
single is hazardous to your health. But from a Christian perspective, there’s a not-so-little 
problem with that kind of thinking…. and it’s called Jesus! Jesus is the truest human. Humans 
are created in the image of God. Jesus is the image of God. He is the fullness of humanity; 
humanity as God intended it. And he’s single. And that cuts right at the heart of our cultural 
fixation with sex and romance. You can live a full, joyous, human life single. And singles are full-
fledged members in God’s family. The church does not exist to strengthen marriages, and 
families. Rather, marriages, and families, and singles serve God’s family. And this means there’s 
mutual responsibility. For those of us who are married or have families, we need to show 
hospitality to singles; to bring them into our families. Why? Because they’re already part of our 
family! For singles, this means forming relationships with families; it means serving and blessing 
the whole church; it means investing in the next generation of kids, even if you don’t have a kid 
of your own. We’re one family; we welcome one another. We serve one another.    

You know, in one sense, Jesus was single. But in another sense, he wasn’t. Jesus has a 
bride. And he pledges himself to her. But she just can’t commit to him. She feigns interest. But 
she keeps running out of the wedding ceremony, and chasing other lovers. That’s the story of 
Scripture. God gets down on one knee. But his people run. God seeks. We run. But Jesus never 
stops pursuing.  And ultimately he leaves his heavenly family, so that he can cleave to his bride, 
and the two can become one. And he comes down to earth to win his bride back. He lives for 
her. He dies for her. He rises for her. And now, he’s purifying her; interceding for her; 
advocating for her. And one day, the marriage will finally be consummated. Jesus goes to those 
lengths for us. That’s how he loves you. That’s how he loves his church. And if you’ve 
experienced Jesus’ love, you’ll love him. And if you love him, you’ll love what he loves.  And  
Jesus loves the church. What other love could compare? Let’s pray.  
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