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Today I want to talk with you about why you should make reading the Bible your top priority in 2017. Nothing will 
change your life more or bring you greater blessings, power and peace than making knowing and applying the 
Scriptures the one thing you will accomplish this year.  If you can only do one thing this year, then make reading 
the Bible that one thing; because we can’t know God or His power or His blessing apart from knowing the Bible and 
this morning I want to show you why.  We’re in Paul’s second letter to Timothy and today we are going to look at 2 
Tim. 3:16-17 which is the classic description of why Christians need the Bible.  In fact Paul tells us three reasons 
why we should make knowing and obeying the Bible our top priority this year. 
1. The Bible is UNIQUE; there is no other book like it. 
2. The Bible is PROFITABLE; nothing will benefit your life more. 
3. The Bible is SUFFICIENT; we need nothing else but the Scriptures to live the quality of life God intends for us to 
live. 
 
First let’s get the context of vs. 16-17. In chapter 3, Paul has been talking about the counterfeit Christians whom 
Jesus taught would always be part of the visible church until He returns which we discussed last Sunday.  That 
message is available on our website.  Now in contrast to those false Christians, Paul reminds Timothy that he is the 
real deal; a true follower of Jesus.  Let’s begin with verse 10. “Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, 
faith, patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, {and} sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium 
{and} at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued me!  Indeed, all who desire to 
live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (2 Tim. 3:10-12)  The key word in this passage to me is the word, 
“followed.”  Unlike the counterfeit Christians who were always learning but never coming to the knowledge of the 
truth, Timothy was a follower of Christ and an imitator of Paul.  Timothy teaches what Paul teaches, conducts 
himself like Paul conducts himself, shares the same purpose as Paul and displays the same faith, patience, love and 
perseverance as Paul; and as a result, experiences the same persecutions, suffering and rescues Paul experienced.  
The fact that Timothy has been persecuted is proof that his faith is genuine because everyone who desires to live a 
godly, Christ honoring life will be persecuted.  The early Christians saw persecution not as a curse to be avoided 
but as a guarantee their faith was genuine because they cared more about what God thought than what people 
thought.  Timothy was a follower of Christ because that’s what a disciple is.  Jesus said he who keeps My 
commandments is he who loves Me.  He asked, “Why do you call Me Lord and yet don’t do what I say?”  A disciple 
is a follower and if I’m not following, I’m not a disciple – regardless of the church I attend or the beliefs I think I 
hold or how active I am in the church.  So it’s good to ask ourselves occasionally, “How closely am I following? 
What do I do or what don’t I do because I’m following Jesus?” If Paul looked at your history, would he see enough 
evidence to conclude that you also are a follower of Christ?  Now Timothy has a track record as a disciple of Jesus 
but he can’t rest on his accomplishments.  He needs to keep on following Jesus and that’s Paul’s focus in these 
verses. “But evil men and impostors will proceed {from bad} to worse, deceiving and being deceived.” (2 Tim 3:13) 
Jesus taught there will always be counterfeits in the church and that’s why Paul says that the evil people and 
counterfeit Christians won’t get better but will get worse.   People will always be deceiving and being deceived 
until Jesus returns.  There will always be people who oppose the truth in the church and so Timothy needs to focus 
on his own walk and not think that the problems in the church are the result of his weak leadership. His job is to 
gently correct those in opposition but only God can grant them the repentance which leads to life.  I am still 
tempted to think that whenever there are problems at Creekside, it’s my fault; that if I was a better pastor, people 
would walk more closely with Jesus and we wouldn’t have any conflicts or strife – you know, just like it is in your 
family.   But the truth is, we can’t control anyone but ourselves and that’s Paul’s point to Timothy.  Focus on your 
own walk and let God take care of everybody else.  You need to love them, serve them, correct them, and 
encourage them but you can’t change them.  That’s why Paul writes, “But evil men and impostors will proceed 
{from bad} to worse, deceiving and being deceived. You, however, continue in the things you have learned and 



become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned {them,} and that from childhood you have known the 
sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
(2 Tim. 3:14-15)  Even though Timothy has known the Scriptures from childhood, and has faithfully followed Christ 
up to this point he needs to continue in them and not drift away from the Scriptures; especially in the difficult time 
of the last days when evil men and imposters will only get worse, deceiving and being deceived.  Jesus said that if 
we continue in His word, we will know the truth and the truth will set us free; and continuing to read, study and 
apply the Bible throughout our entire life is the greatest challenge every Christian faces.  Just as far more people 
used to exercise regularly than exercise today, far more believers used to read their Bible regularly than read their 
Bible today.   Ask yourself, is my knowledge of the Bible growing or is it declining?  Jesus said, “Be careful what you 
listen to for whoever has to him more will be given but to him who does not have, even what he thinks he has will 
be taken away.”   
When it comes to the Bible it’s use it or lose it.  It’s easy to get out of the habit of spending regular time in the 
Bible and yet that neglect is deadly to our spiritual life.  Timothy is a pastor, a veteran of the spiritual battle, and a 
proven follower of Jesus – and yet Paul says, “Continue in the Scriptures.  Keep your nose in the Bible.  There is 
nothing more important;” and that’s why you and I need to make reading the Bible our top priority this year.  And 
Paul explains why in vs. 16-17. “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” 
(2 Tim. 3:16-17)  Why should we continue in the Bible?  Paul gives three reasons.   
 
First, the Bible is totally unique.  There is no other book like it.  It is the way the God of the universe speaks directly 
to us.  Paul writes “All Scripture is inspired by God,” literally “God –breathed.”  Which verses are inspired by God? 
From Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21, every word comes directly from the mouth of God. If God chose to speak 
directly to me in an audible voice, He would say exactly what He has already said in the Bible.  And if the Bible is 
literally God’s word and there is no other book like it, then the Bible is truer than what my thoughts, my feelings or 
anyone else says.  We don’t need a new word from God; we need to listen to what He’s already said.  He doesn’t 
speak through my feelings or through vague impressions or through circumstances; He speaks through this book.   
And since the Bible is the way He speaks to me today, to neglect the Bible is to neglect God.   That is why 
everything the New Testament says that the Spirit of God does in our life, it also says the Word of God does in our 
life.  We are born again of the Spirit, we are born again of the word.  We are to be filled with the Spirit, we are to 
be filled with the word.  We are set free from sin by the Spirit, we are set free from sin by the word.  The word is 
the sword of the Spirit; and that’s why Jesus said, “The words I speak to you are spirit and life.”  The Bible is the 
way God performs His work in us and if I separate myself from the Bible, I separate myself from God.  That’s why 
Paul tells Timothy to continue in the things you’ve learned and become convinced of.  Several years ago, a good 
friend of mine ask Dr. Howard Hendricks, one of our nation’s foremost Christian educators and communicators, 
why finding Christians over the age of 50 who were still excited about their faith is so rare.  Dr. Hendricks replied, “I 
don’t know.  But I have observed one thing.  I’ve never seen a Christian who is growing in their faith who is not in 
the Bible on a daily basis.”  I asked Jesus to come into my life in the summer of 1968; and the first person I told 
said, “You need to get into a Bible study.”  I had no idea of what they were talking about - and it didn’t sound like 
anything I’d be interested in.  First of all, it was a study and it was summer. The last thing a college student wants 
to do during the summer is to study.  Plus we’d be studying the Bible.  Why would anybody want to do that? I 
didn’t know much about the Bible - but from what I did know, it was a strange book full of angels, demons, talking 
snakes, talking donkeys, strange rules like, “Don’t boil a calf in its mother’s milk” and “Don’t eat anything that lives 
in the water and doesn’t have scales.”  To me, the Bible was an old book full of myths and rules that took all the 
things you liked to do and made you stop doing them. It certainly wasn’t relevant today.  So with a great deal of 
reluctance, I showed up at my first Bible study - and I never recovered.  I found the more I read and understood 
the Bible, the more real Jesus became to me.  I discovered that the Bible was the way He speaks to me, guides me, 
shows me His plan for my life and the way He changes me.  I discovered that whenever I neglected the Bible, God 
seemed further and further away and I begin to forget what was true and drifted back to who I used to be; but the 
more  I read, studied and obeyed, the more real Christ’s power and presence became.   That’s why I urge you to 
make reading the Bible your top priority in 2017.  You cannot have an intimate relationship with Christ apart from 
the Scriptures.  Can Jesus speak to you apart from the Bible? Jesus can do anything He wants to do.  In the Bible, 
God speaks through visions, dreams, and even audible voices.  Jesus can communicate with us any way He wants.  
But does He? The Bible is the normal way Christ speaks to His sheep daily and those rare individuals in history who 



were occasionally guided by dreams and visions and extraordinary experiences were people saturated in the 
Scriptures who were able to tell the difference between the voice of God and their own imagination.  To be 
honest, most people in history who claimed that God spoke to them apart from the Bible were deluded or insane.  
So the first reason to make reading the Bible your top priority in 2017 is the uniqueness of the Bible.  There is no 
other book like it because it where we meet God.  No other book will strengthen you, inspire you and change you 
like the Bible because no other book will usher you daily into the presence of God.  If God were to speak audibly to 
you every day of your life, He would say nothing more than what He has already said in the Scriptures. 
 

Here’s the second reason Paul gives Timothy to continue in the Scriptures and the second reason we should make 
reading the Bible our top priority in 2017: the Bible is profitable.   Nothing will benefit you and your family more 
than knowing and obeying this book. Paul writes, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 
reproof, correction and training in righteousness...”  The Bible is unique and its benefits are unique.  Psalm 19:11 
says, “In keeping the Scriptures there is great reward.” Proverbs 3:1-2 says, “Do not forget my teaching but let your 
heart keep my commandments.  For length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you.”  Joshua 1:8 
“This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth but you shall meditate on it day and night so that you may 
be careful to do all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous and then you will have great 
success.” David promises in the first psalm that those who mediate on the word day and night will be like a tree 
planted beside rivers of water which bears its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither and all that he does he 
prospers.” Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hear the word of God and do it.” Paul echoes the theme that runs 
from Genesis through Revelation that God has given us everything we need to live a blessed life in the Scriptures.  
Do you want to be blessed in 2017?  Do you want your family to be blessed?  How about your finances, your 
career, your reputation? For thousands of years, Christians have discovered that the most important thing they can 
do to experience God’s blessing and favor is to read and apply the Bible – because the Bible is the way He instructs 
us in how to live.  That’s why over and over the Bible promises everything we want in life to those who will listen 
to it. But unless I believe that the Bible is profitable, I will find making the effort to read and to apply it 
unsustainable.  So exactly how will the Bible profit me?   

First, the Bible is profitable for teaching – which means it is profitable for me to be taught by it. How does knowing 
what the Bible teaches profit me? Proverbs 23:7 says that as a man thinks, so he is.  How I think determines who I 
am and what I do. We live the way we live because we think the way we think.  People are like icebergs.  Just as we 
can only see a small portion of an ice berg because most of it is underwater, when we look at people we only see 
the choices they make and how they act – which often don’t make sense to us. Why does he keep doing that?  
Can’t he see it’s ruining his life? Why does this always happen to her?  Why does he have such a hard time keeping 
a job?  We wonder why  people can’t see what seems so obvious to us.  But if we could see below the surface; the 
beliefs, the expectations, the explanations, the values, and the stories people tell themselves, those people’s 
choices would make perfect sense to us.  What they do may not make sense to us but it makes perfect sense to 
them because of what they believe to be true. How we think determines the way we behave and the way we 
behave determines the quality of our life.  If our behavior is based in reality, life works.  If our behavior is based on 
illusions, life doesn’t work. That’s why Jesus says in John 8:31-32 "If you continue in My word, then you are truly 
disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."  What sets us free?  Truth and we 
find that truth in God’s word, which is why Paul says that all Scripture is profitable for teaching us what is true and 
what is not; what is true about God and about life and about us and the more of that truth we learn, the wiser and 
more skilled in living we become.  That’s why we need to make reading the Bible our top priority in 2017.  Wise 
people are lifelong learners.  They know they live in a deceptive culture and in bodies indwelt with the lusts of 
deceit; and how easy it is for us to fool ourselves. They’re not more disciplined than other people; they’re just 



more aware of how sin works through deception and how much they need to know the truth that sets us free.  Are 
you a lifelong learner? It comes down to how hungry we are for truth.  

However, we need more than information and that’s why the Scriptures are also profitable for reproof which 
means it is also to our profit to be reproved and shown our errors by the Scriptures.  Would you agree that nobody 
does everything right? Of course, but why then is it so hard to admit it when we’re wrong?  The older I get, the 
rarer it is to find people who can admit when they are wrong and who appreciate being corrected.  Proverbs says 
the wise love those who reprove them but the foolish hate those who reprove them.  How I respond to reproof 
tells me whether I’m wise or foolish. That’s why James writes, “But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not 
merely hearers who delude themselves. (Don’t just settle for information.) For if anyone is a hearer of the word and 
not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone 
away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the 
law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed 
in what he does.”   When I was single I lived with six roommates in a large 3 bedroom apartment in Berkeley.   
Most of the guys would sleep until right before class or work, throw on their clothes, grab a bowl of cereal and just 
glance at the mirror on their way out the door - and we looked like it.  Clothes didn’t match, hair wasn’t combed, 
food between their teeth – you know, typical, single guys.   But we had one roommate who spent a long time 
every morning in front of the mirror and he looked like a male model.  Every hair in place, clean shaven, colors 
matched and impeccably groomed - six slobs and a model because only one of us knew how to use a mirror.   
James says the word of God is like a mirror.  It will show us the truth about ourselves if we let it. Some people 
glance at it briefly and immediately forget what it tells them about themselves.  They may read the Bible but the 
Bible doesn’t change them.  But James says that the person who gazes intently at the Scriptures like a mirror which 
reveals the truth about them so that they become a doer rather than a forgetful hearer will be blessed in 
everything they do.  Would you like for everything you do to be blessed?  James says it depends on how we 
approach the Bible.  My time reading the Bible doesn’t profit me if it doesn’t change me; if it doesn’t show me my 
errors and how to correct them.  I was reading Philippians 3 where Paul writes about his own spiritual growth. 
“Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of {it} yet; but one thing {I do:} forgetting what {lies} behind 
and reaching forward to what {lies} ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different 
attitude, God will reveal that also to you.” (Phil. 3:12-15) Paul is talking about becoming everything that Christ has 
made him to be and the necessity of pressing on; not settling or coasting but continuing to pursue spiritual 
maturity because maturity takes effort.  Just as we can’t get into shape physically without pushing ourselves 
beyond our comfort zone, we can’t coast into spiritual maturity.   It takes constant effort and discipline, studying 
the Bible and listening for Christ’s voice and praying daily, even when we feel like doing something else; saying yes 
to God and no to sin daily and embracing the hardships and inconveniences following Christ brings.  As I looked at 
myself in the mirror of Scripture, I realized that I have never been one who pressed on.  I’ve always been the guy 
who did just enough.  I studied just enough to get the B; worked just enough in the pool to be the best in my 
league but never really pushed myself in training to see what I could do.  At work, I did my job but never pushed 
myself as hard as some people did.  All my life I’ve settled for good enough and I had to ask myself, why?  Why do I 
never make the maximum effort?  Why do I always leave a little in the tank? Why do I back off once the road 
becomes hard? I realized that it is because I’ve believed a lie.  I believed that the more comfortable I am, the 
happier I’ll be; and that the happiest part of the day is when I get to rest and do whatever I want.  Work is a 
necessary evil; that’s why we live for the weekends.  But Paul’s point in Philippians 3 is that joy isn’t the result of 
rest but of work; not the result of recreation but of production because true joy comes from knowing Jesus and 
doing His will and that requires effort.  Jesus said, my food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to accomplish 
His work.  The thing that made Jesus happy was doing His Father’s will and He is committed to making me like Him. 



That’s reproof; applying the truth of Scripture to myself and seeing where I am out of step; letting the Bible to 
uncover the lies I have believed which are preventing me from becoming like Jesus.  The Bible doesn’t become 
powerful until it becomes personal; until I see myself in the mirror.  What does this passage tell me about me?  
What’s the opposite of the attitude or behavior described in this passage? Do you find that opposite in my life?  
What is that opposite attitude or behavior producing?  What positive results might I expect from changing my 
attitude or behavior? The Scriptures are profitable for reproof and until we become perfect, we will always find 
ourselves in need of reproof and repentance. 

Third, Paul says that the Scriptures are profitable for correction which means it is to my benefit to be corrected.  
The Bible teaches me and reproves me, showing me what needs to change in my life and then it shows me how to 
correct those areas.  Reproof shows me what I need to leave behind.  Correction shows me how to move forward.  
So instead of continuing to believe that happiness will be the result of an easy, comfortable life of recreation and 
play, I need to see that the true path to joy is total immersion in accomplishing what God has given me to do; living 
for Him and not for myself and refusing to be distracted from seeking God’s best for my life and for others.  If I 
don’t come away from the Scriptures with a clear idea of what needs to change in my life, I haven’t really profited 
from the Scriptures.  

The fourth way Paul says that the Scriptures profit us is by training us in righteousness. Training always involves 
mastering a particular skill or behavior and so training in righteousness is making this correction a habit by 
constant practice.  It’s not enough for me to know what needs to be corrected; I need to correct it; otherwise I’m 
just a forgetful hearer rather than an effective doer of the word and that’s where training in righteousness comes 
in.  Just like an athlete trains to get better at their sport or a musician practices to improve their craft, so the 
Christian practices obeying the Scriptures until a new habit of righteousness is formed and doing things God’s way 
becomes almost automatic.  So in applying Philippians 3, I have to ask, how will I practice pressing on rather than 
settling until pressing on becomes a habit? What’s my training plan?  First, I need to daily remind myself that joy is 
the result of deep immersion in knowing and following Christ today rather than taking the path of least resistance; 
that the more engaged I am with Christ and His plan, the happier I’ll be.  Second, I need to schedule regular time at 
the beginning and end of the day to pray and read my Bible since that is the way I’ll know where I need to press 
on. And third, I need to be aware of that moment each day when the temptation to settle rather than to press on 
occurs because it will always occur.  I need to be alert for that moment when distractions or fatigue or 
discouragement whispers, “You’ve done enough, you’ve pushed yourself hard enough, you need a break; it’s time 
to back off and do something fun.”  And then push myself a little further each day; if for no other reason to train 
myself in endurance and pressing on.  Training in righteousness is simply developing a plan for incorporating the 
lessons we learn from the Scriptures into our lives until those lessons become habits.  You say, “That’s a lot of 
work.”  You bet it is.  That’s why most people don’t do it.  But it is worth it if it means I will be blessed in all that I 
do and I need God’s blessing on my life, my family and Creekside - and so do you.   We will never become people of 
this book until we are convinced that it is to our great profit to master and to be mastered by it.     

And that brings us to the third reason we need to make reading the Bible our top priority in 2017.  The Bible is 
sufficient.   It contains everything we need to know to become and to do everything God has given us to do in this 
life.  “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16-17)  Notice 
that Paul says that the Scriptures will make me adequate and sufficient for every good work.  God has already told 
me everything I need to know to accomplish everything He’s given me to do.  It’s already written in the Bible.  The 
Bible contains every solution to every problem I will need to solve and the answer to every question I will need to 
answer.  The Bible is complete.  Peter says that it contains everything necessary for life and godliness.  Other books 
may be helpful but they aren’t necessary. God has already given us the very best training and education we can 



ever receive; we just need to use it.  The temptation for Christians in every age has been to think that no one ever 
faced the problems and complexities that we face.  We need new solutions.  We need more information.  We need 
a new way of doing things.  Yet when it comes to doing the will of God and accomplishing His work in the world, 
we need to remember what God says in Jeremiah 6:16. “Thus says the LORD    When Jeremiah wrote this, Israel 
had forgotten God’s laws and were seeking direction from idols and soothsayers.  God reminds them that He has 
already given them everything they need to know.  Go back to the ancient paths where the good way is and walk in 
it and you will find rest for your souls.  I believe God is saying the same thing to us today. We will only move 
forward by going backward; going back to what God has already said because He has already given us everything 
we need to know to accomplish what He’s given us to do in the Bible.  Want to know how to lead your family?  It’s 
in the Bible.  Want to know how to succeed in your career?  It’s in the Bible.  Want people to respect you? It’s in 
the Bible.  Want to know how to manage your finances?  It’s in the Bible.  I can’t tell you how liberating it was for 
me when I finally realized that my job as a pastor wasn’t to stay on top of all the church growth trends and what 
the hip churches were doing so that Creekside could be successful too.  No, God already told us what to do.  Our 
job was to study the Scriptures and apply them today because that’s what He has promised to bless.   

That’s why I hope you’ll make reading the Bible your top priority in 2017.  The Bible is the way we connect with 
God, the way He speaks to us and direct us.  However, the Bible is not a book we can understand on our own.  We 
need the Spirit of Jesus to guide us and that’s why the Bible doesn’t make sense until we’re born again and Christ 
comes into our life.  I grew up attending Sunday School and as a child I won all the Bible knowledge contests.  Yet 
the Bible didn’t make sense until I asked Jesus to come into my life and the Bible became the way He speaks to me.  
If you want to understand the Bible, you need to know the Author and the Hero of the Bible.  The story of the Bible 
is about how God rescues us and the entire creation from evil and death and the hero of the story is Jesus.  In the 
Old Testament, God promises to send a man who will do for us what we cannot do for ourselves and that man 
appears in the New Testament.  Jesus lives the life we failed to live so that God can credit His righteousness to 
everyone who puts their faith in Him; and He dies the death we deserve to die, bearing the punishment for our 
sins on the cross so that we can be pardoned.  And then He rises from the dead, defeating death in our behalf to 
that all who believe in Him may have eternal life.  Jesus is the hero of the Bible and we can’t understand or apply 
the Scriptures until He is our Lord and Savior. 
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