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Understanding the Situation 
 

“Then I came to the governors of the provinces beyond the River and gave them the king's letters. Now the king  
had sent with me officers of the army and horsemen. When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite  
official heard about it, it was very displeasing to them that someone had come to seek the welfare of the sons of 
Israel.  So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. And I arose in the night, I and a few men with me. I did  
not tell anyone what my God was putting into my mind to do for Jerusalem and there was no animal with me  
except the animal on which I was riding.  So I went out at night by the Valley Gate in the direction of the Dragon's  
Well and on to the Refuse Gate, inspecting the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down and its gates which  
were consumed by fire. Then I passed on to the Fountain Gate and the King's Pool, but there was no place for my  
mount to pass. So I went up at night by the ravine and inspected the wall. Then I entered the Valley Gate again and  
returned. The officials did not know where I had gone or what I had done; nor had I as yet told the Jews, the  
priests, the nobles, the officials or the rest who did the work.  Then I said to them, "You see the bad situation we  
are in, that Jerusalem is desolate and its gates burned by fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem so that we  
will no longer be a reproach." I told them how the hand of my God had been favorable to me and also about the  
king's words which he had spoken to me. Then they said, "Let us arise and build." So they put their hands to the  
good work. But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab heard it,  
they mocked us and despised us and said, "What is this thing you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?" 
So I answered them and said to them, "The God of heaven will give us success; therefore we His servants will arise  
and build, but you have no portion, right or memorial in Jerusalem."  Nehemiah 2:9-20 
 

Three Questions to Ask in order to Turn an Idea into Concrete Action 
 

1. What needs to be done?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Who will oppose me?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Who will help me?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For further thought and discussion:  
 
Getting Started 
1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?  
2.  What’s the best idea you ever had which you followed through on?  What’s the best idea you ever had you have 
yet to follow through on?  What’s the difference? 
 
Going Deeper  
3.  Please read Nehemiah 2:9-20.  Why did Nehemiah first survey the damage to the wall before telling the Jewish 
people why he had come to Jerusalem?  What did he find?  Why did he do the inspection at night?  Why is finding 
out what actually needs to be done an essential step in turning an idea or goal into reality?  Why do you think we 
often resist this step?  Can you think of a particular area of your life where you need to figure out exactly what 
needs to be done?  
4. Who opposes Nehemiah?  Why? Why is finding out who are opposition is essential in turning an idea into 
concrete action?  What happens if we fail to recognize resistance or opposition?  What do you notice about the 
way Nehemiah handles the first opposition to the building of the wall?  Who or what opposes you right now? 
5. Who is going to help Nehemiah build the wall?  What do you notice about the way Nehemiah approaches these 
people?  Why do we need help in accomplishing our ideas and goals?  Why do we resist getting help?  How do we 
enlist help?  Can you identify ideas, solutions or goals where you need the help of others?  
 
Application:  
What is one thing you learned from this week’s passages that you will apply to your life? 


