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What I appreciate most about Bob, Reg and the other Celebrate Recovery leaders is that they are Christ-centered.  
Celebrate Recovery isn’t a self-help plan to get people to clean up their lives and fly right.  Recovery begins with 
acknowledging that we are all great sinners but Christ is a great Savior.  No man-made program can save us from 
the sin that lives inside each of us – only Jesus can – which is powerfully illustrated in the passage we’ll look at this 
morning as we continue in the Strange Tales of the book of Judges and the story of Samson and Delilah.  Samson is 
one of the most unlikely heroes in the Bible.  He is both the strongest of men and the weakest of men; the man in 
whom the power of God is very evident yet one of the most resistant men to God in the Bible.  He is the best 
equipped judge to save Israel, yet the least likely to do so because he is a self-absorbed loner. Samson’s story 
reminds us of the power sin has to enslave even the strongest of us and the power God has to save even the worst 
of us.  As chapter 16 opens, Samson has judged Israel for many years.  He’s killed a lot of Philistines yet the 
Philistines still rule Israel because Samson’s personal war with the Philistines is fueled by his desire for revenge 
rather than in response to God.  In the first three verses of this chapter, we see that Samson’s character – like the 
national character of Israel in Judges - is steadily deteriorating.  Vs. 1 “Now Samson went to Gaza and saw a harlot 
there, and went in to her.”   Chapter 14 opened with Samson visiting the Philistine village of Timnah and falling in 
love with a Philistine woman, purely on the basis of physical attraction.  He is the promised savior of Israel, born 
miraculously and consecrated to God from the womb, and yet by the time he becomes an adult, Samson is 
following the same trajectory as the rest of Israel, doing what is right in his own eyes rather than what is right in 
God’s and spirally downward and in chapter 16, we see how far along that trajectory he’s traveled in the years 
since the events of chapters 14-15.   Because of his slavery to lust, Samson is indulging in riskier and riskier 
behavior.  Gaza was the capital of the Philistine empire, the center of their power, and Samson is at the top of the 
Philistine national enemies list.  Yet Samson thinks nothing of visiting Gaza and for what? A prostitute.  Samson’s 
addiction and the dangers that addiction places him are growing.   Vs. 2, “When it was told to the Gazites, saying, 
"Samson has come here," they surrounded the place and lay in wait for him all night at the gate of the city. And 
they kept silent all night, saying, "Let us wait until the morning light, then we will kill him."  This would be like back 
when the US was searching the world for Osama Ben Laden, they discover him in Washington DC, visiting a 
prostitute.  What an opportunity!  A Philistine Black Ops team stakes out the city gate, the only exit out of Gaza 
and waits for dawn. Vs. 3, “Now Samson lay until midnight, and at midnight he arose and took hold of the doors of 
the city gate and the two posts and pulled them up along with the bars; then he put them on his shoulders and 
carried them up to the top of the mountain which is opposite Hebron.”  Samson doesn’t wait until morning, he 
leaves Gaza at midnight and when he discovers that the gates are locked, he rips those heavy gates out of the city 
wall and carries them 40 miles to Hebron – just to make it obvious that nobody is going to trap Samson.  I 
wondered where the Philistine Special Forces team was at midnight.  Apparently when they hear the gates of the 
city being ripped apart in the middle of the night, they decided they wait for backup. 
 
I think the author of Judges includes this strange incident to set up the famous story of Samson and Delilah 
because it gives us a glimpse of Samson’s character and explains his behavior with Delilah, as well as explaining 
Israel’s spiritual condition.  Why does Samson indulge in riskier and riskier behavior?  The easy answer is that he’s 
a sex addict and this is the way that addicts behave, risking everything for their next fix.  The reason that’s the easy 
answer is because it lets us off the hook.   This passage is clearly only for the sexually addicted.  Samson is a sex 
addict but he is also an object lesson in why Israel is living in bondage to the Philistines and why we live in bondage 
to any sin – and we all have sins which still reign over us.   Why is Samson ruled by lust?  He believes he can get 
away with it.  He believes that any problem his lust gets him into, his strength will get him out of.  That’s the 
danger of success.   We think we’re invulnerable; that we’re the author of our success rather than God.   Last week, 
we talked about Samson’s victory when he killed 1,000 Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey.   Samson’s 
reaction to that victory is very revealing.   Look at Judges 15:15-19 “He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, so he 
reached out and took it and killed a thousand men with it. Then Samson said, "With the jawbone of a donkey, 
Heaps upon heaps, With the jawbone of a donkey I have killed a thousand men."  When he had finished speaking, 
he threw the jawbone from his hand; and he named that place Ramath-lehi. (The high place of the Jaw Bone) Then 



he became very thirsty, and he called to the LORD and said, "You have given this great deliverance by the hand of 
Your servant, and now shall I die of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?"  Samson is dehydrated and 
feeling faint and begs God for water – which reveals where Samson thinks his strength comes from. He clearly 
believes his strength is from his own body. “But God split the hollow place that is in Lehi so that water came out of 
it. When he drank, his strength returned and he revived. Therefore he named it En-hakkore, (“The Spring of Him 
who Called”) which is in Lehi to this day.”  Now think about this. The Spirit of the Lord gives Samson superhuman 
strength - yet Samson takes all the credit.  He names the place of the battle “the high place of the jaw bone” as if it 
was the jawbone and not the Lord who was responsible for his victory.  And when God answers his prayer for 
water, Samson names the spring “the spring of him who called” again focusing upon himself rather than on God. 
Samson is a proud man.  God has so consistently strengthened him that he now believes that strength is his own 
and can get him out of any mess he might get himself into.  Samson doesn’t fear God and so he doesn’t fear sin.  
He’s complacent.  “Nothing can happen to me, I’m Samson.” Samson’s complacency is a mirror of Israel’s 
complacency and lack of concern about their sin.  They are ruled by the Philistines because God has turned them 
over to that nation because of their idolatry.  Just as Samson cannot be faithful to one woman, Israel cannot be 
faithful to one god.  And just as Samson is unconcerned about the dangers his addiction keeps places him in, Israel 
is unconcerned about their bondage to the Philistines.  The same thing happens to us.  Complacency is the primary 
reason sin rules over us.  Samson’s sin was lust and Israel’s was idolatry or spiritual adultery.  Whatever the 
particular sin which dominates us – whether it is lust, fear, pride, greed, selfishness or whatever,  it rules over us 
because we think we can get away with it; that nothing is going to happen; that even though the Bible says that 
the wages of sin is death, this sin is safe. “What can happen?  I can control this.  It’s no big thing.  I’ll continue to be 
a good husband and father and citizen.  I’ll be fine.”  That’s where Samson is at in chapter 16 - but all that’s about 
to change.  
 
Vs4, “After this it came about that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, (which like Gaza is Philistine territory) 
whose name was Delilah.”  Have you noticed that Samson never falls in love with any Israelite women?  Were 
Philistine women easier?  Maybe; but remember, Samson is a picture of Israel who are forsaking God to pursue the 
gods of the nations surrounding them. They think they can worship God and the gods of their neighbors just like 
Samson thinks he can be used by God and still sleep with any woman he chooses. Vs. 5, “The lords of the Philistines 
came up to her and said to her, "Entice him, and see where his great strength lies and how we may overpower him 
that we may bind him to afflict him. Then we will each give you eleven hundred pieces of silver."   The danger 
Samson’s lust puts him in continues to escalate.  Now “the lords of the Philistines,” the top leadership of the 
Philistines, the cabinet gets involved.  Samson has become a national issue and has to be stopped.  When they find 
out that Samson is seeing Delilah, the rulers of the Philistine recognize their opportunity. They know they can’t 
defeat Samson’s strength so they have to find out how to take that strength away from him.  The Philistines realize 
by now that Samson’s strength is clearly supernatural; because even the strongest man can be overcome if you 
have enough men.  But the Philistines were unable to stop Samson with 1,000 men and from the text that follows, 
they clearly believe that Samson’s strength is the result of some kind of magic and they use Delilah to find out how 
to break the spell.   Delilah clearly isn’t in love with Samson and she readily agrees to betray her lover for 1,100 
pieces of silver, plus the chance to become a national heroine and part of the ruling class.  Vs. 6, “So Delilah said to 
Samson, "Please tell me where your great strength is and how you may be bound to afflict you."   Could she be any 
more obvious?  “Honey, tell me, how exactly you can be defeated?” Delilah may have been beautiful but she 
doesn’t seem too bright. Vs. 7 “Samson said to her, "If they bind me with seven fresh cords that have not been 
dried, then I will become weak and be like any {other} man."  You have to wonder, why is Samson still there?  Why 
isn’t he out the door when he realizes what Delilah is up to?  The fact that he lies to her indicates that he knows 
what’s going on?  Remember, Samson believes that his strength can get him out of any mess his lust gets him into; 
and Delilah is too desirable to leave.  So Samson lies to Delilah he can keep getting what he wants from her.  Vs. 8, 
“Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven fresh cords that had not been dried, and she bound him 
with them.”  The Philistines think Samson’s strength is magical and so if this is the way the spell can be broken, 
they go along. Vs. 9 “Now she had {men} lying in wait in an inner room. And she said to him, "The Philistines are 
upon you, Samson!" But he snapped the cords as a string of tow snaps when it touches fire. So his strength was not 
discovered.”  If Samson had any doubts before about Delilah’s motives, they are laid to rest when after she ties him 
up, a squad of Philistines burst out of the closet.  But as usual, Samson’s strength saves him.  Vs. 10.  “Then Delilah 
said to Samson, "Behold, you have deceived me and told me lies; now please tell me how you may be bound."  If I 



was Samson, I’d be thinking, “I deceived you?  How did those guys get into your closet?”  But Samson seems to be 
unconcerned about Delilah’s character.  He’s getting what he wants out of this relationship and doesn’t want to 
lose it; and so the same routine continues.  Vs. 11-14 “He said to her, "If they bind me tightly with new ropes which 
have not been used, then I will become weak and be like any {other} man." So Delilah took new ropes and bound 
him with them and said to him, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" For the {men} were lying in wait in the 
inner room. But he snapped the ropes from his arms like a thread. Then Delilah said to Samson, "Up to now you 
have deceived me and told me lies; tell me how you may be bound." And he said to her, "If you weave the seven 
locks of my hair with the web [and fasten it with a pin, then I will become weak and be like any other man." So 
while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks of his hair and wove them into the web]. And she fastened {it} with the 
pin and said to him, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" But he awoke from his sleep and pulled out the pin of 
the loom and the web.”  This is a great picture of the rule of sin.  Samson wants Delilah so much that he ignores her 
character flaws, her deceptiveness, her disloyalty as well as the obvious danger his relationship with her is putting 
him in.  Why?  Again, because he believes his strength can get him out of any problem satisfying his lusts gets him 
into.  Vs. 15-16, “Then she said to him, "How can you say, 'I love you,' when your heart is not with me? You have 
deceived me these three times and have not told me where your great strength is." It came about when she pressed 
him daily with her words and urged him, that his soul was annoyed to death.”  Delilah wants her money and the 
prestige that goes with it and so she refuses to let up on Samson.  Not only is she disloyal, deceptive and 
dangerous – but now she’s become annoying.  Yet Samson stays.  Is there a clearer picture in the Bible of slavery to 
sin?  Illus. Vs. 17, “So he told her all {that was} in his heart and said to her, "A razor has never come on my head, for 
I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother's womb. If I am shaved, then my strength will leave me and I will 
become weak and be like any {other} man."  Samson knows what Delilah will do with this information.  So why 
does he tell her the truth?  We’ll see in a moment.  Vs. 18-20, “When Delilah saw that he had told her all {that was} 
in his heart, she sent and called the lords of the Philistines, saying, "Come up once more, for he has told me all {that 
is} in his heart." Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought the money in their hands. She made 
him sleep on her knees, and called for a man and had him shave off the seven locks of his hair. Then she began to 
afflict him, and his strength left him. She said, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" And he awoke from his sleep 
and said, "I will go out as at other times and shake myself free." But he did not know that the LORD had departed 
from him.”  Do you think Samson knew his hair was gone?  Then why does he assume that nothing has changed 
and that he still has all his strength?  Samson never believed that keeping his vow to God as a Nazirite was the 
source of strength because he has been violating that vow all his life.  Nazirites were forbidden to touch anything 
that was dead yet Samson thought nothing of not only touching the body of the lion he killed but eating honey out 
of it.  Nazirites were forbidden to drink any alcohol, yet Samson hosts a feast – literally a drinking party – as part of 
his wedding in chapter 14.  Samson doesn’t believe his strength is from God, he believes that his strength belongs 
to him.  That’s why even though he’s told Delilah about his vow; even though his head is shaved, he assumes that 
nothing has changed.  He’s completely unaware that the Lord has departed from him because Samson has been 
insensitive to the presence of the Lord in his life for years.  The Philistines thought the source of Samson’s strength 
was magic – following the right and obtaining magical power as a result.  Samson thought he was the source of his 
strength.  But it was his relationship with God that gave him strength and when God left him, Samson became like 
any other man.  
 
But if Samson has been ignoring his vow for years, why does the Lord leave him now?  Let’s see.  Vs. 21-22  “Then 
the Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes; and they brought him down to Gaza and bound him with bronze 
chains, and he was a grinder in the prison. However, the hair of his head began to grow again after it was shaved 
off.  If the Philistines thought that Samson’s vow was the source of his strength, why didn’t they keep cutting his 
hair?  They believed that once Samson violated the vow, he could never go back.  There was no forgiveness or 
grace in their religion.  Disobey and pay the consequences.  This is something I learned from Tim Keller this week. 
Idols never forgive; only God forgives.  Ever hear people say, “I know God forgives me but I can’t forgive myself?” 
Know what that tells you?  Their real god isn’t the God of the Bible.  It may be the god of success or their parent’s 
approval or their own reputation but when they fail that god, there is no forgiveness.  Idols are things and things 
can’t forgive.  Only God who is a person can forgive.  Vs. 23-24, “Now the lords of the Philistines assembled to offer 
a great sacrifice to Dagon their god, and to rejoice, for they said, "Our god has given Samson our enemy into our 
hands." When the people saw him, (Dagon’s idol) they praised their god, for they said, "Our god has given our 
enemy into our hands, Even the destroyer of our country, who has slain many of us." And so we come to the real 



issue in the book of Judges; whose god is God?  Whose God is the strongest?   Israel is worshiping the Philistine fish 
god, Dagon, along with the Philistines. That’s why they’re being ruled by the Philistines.  And all the Philistine 
royalty and nobility gather at Dagon’s temple to offer a great sacrifice for defeating their great enemy, Samson.  In 
their minds, Dagon has defeated Yahweh.  Vs. 25 “It so happened when they were in high spirits, that they said, 
"Call for Samson, that he may amuse us." So they called for Samson from the prison, and he entertained them. And 
they made him stand between the pillars.”   I don’t know how Samson entertained the Philistine nobility in Dagon’s 
temple; whether he told a few jokes or juggled; the point is that the man the Philistines once feared they now just 
laugh at.  Blind Samson is mocked, tortured and abused for the entertainment of his captors.  Vs. 26-30 “Then 
Samson said to the boy who was holding his hand, "Let me feel the pillars on which the house rests, that I may lean 
against them." Now the house was full of men and women, and all the lords of the Philistines were there. And 
about 3,000 men and women were on the roof looking on while Samson was amusing them.  Then Samson called to 
the LORD and said, "O Lord GOD, please remember me and please strengthen me just this time, O God, that I may 
at once be avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes."  Samson grasped the two middle pillars on which the house 
rested, and braced himself against them, the one with his right hand and the other with his left. And Samson said, 
"Let me die with the Philistines!" And he bent with all his might so that the house fell on the lords and all the people 
who were in it. So the dead whom he killed at his death were more than those whom he killed in his life.”  This is 
only the second time the book of Judges tells us that Samson prays and his prayer reveals the profound change his 
capture and torment by the Philistines have made in him.  Samson is in Dagon’s temple because of his own pride 
and complacency, defeated not by the Philistines but by his own sin.  He’s hit bottom and he knows now the 
source of his strength and he asks God to strengthen him one more time – and not for any noble reason.  There’s 
no repentance in Samson, only the desire to avenge himself on the Philistines.  Even though he’s failed God, even 
though he’s broken his vow, Samson asks God for strength to defeat his enemies, knowing that he will die with 
them.  God answers his prayer – not because his hair had grown out but because Samson asked in faith.  Even 
though Samson forgot God, God never forgets Samson. He only leaves Samson to remind him that the true source 
of his strength was his relationship with God.  Samson is a picture of Israel.  Israel has forgotten God but God never 
forgets Israel.  And just as all a defeated Samson in the temple of Dagon needs to do is to turn back to God, all 
Israel, defeated and dominated by the Philistines and Dagon need to do is to turn back to Him – because He never 
leaves us or forsakes us.  He only seemed to leave Samson in order to save Samson from himself. 
 
Is there a lesson for us in the story of Samson?  There is but it’s probably not the lesson you expect.  You might 
expect me to say, don’t be overcome by the lust for sex or by the lust for revenge like Samson.  It will destroy you 
just like it destroyed him – and that would be true.   But that’s not the gospel, that’s moralism; be good, try harder, 
clean up your act, fly right. Here are three action steps for overcoming sexual temptation.  But the gospel says we 
can’t overcome sin on our own.  That’s why we need a Savior.  You may not struggle with Samson’s particular sins 
but you and I are far more like Samson that we like to think.  We’re all like Samson, whether we’re religious or not. 
If I don’t believe I really need God, I’m just like Samson. If I abuse the gifts and the opportunities God has given to 
me, using them for myself rather than for Him and for others, I’m just like Samson.  If I believe I can sin and get 
away with it, I’m just like Samson.  If I believe that my strength, or my intelligence or my abilities come from me 
rather than from God, I’m just like Samson.  If I’m engaging in risky behavior because I think I can handle any 
consequence, I’m just like Samson. Samson’s problem wasn’t a lack of self-control.  It was a lack of faith because a 
failure to trust God is always at the root of every sin.   Look, all of us have safe sins – sins we commit because we 
think we can.  Nothing is going to happen because nothing ever happens.  God says the wages of sin is death but 
we think, not the wages of this sin.  This sin, I can handle.  This sin I can get away with.  And just like Samson, it’s 
often not until we get caught that we realize how dangerous our behavior has been.  The lesson of Judges 16 is 
not, “Don’t be like Samson.”  The message of Judges 16 is that we are like Samson; just as enslaved to unbelief and 
self-interest and sin as he was.  So is there a solution to our problem? 
 
It’s hidden in this passage.  The author of Judges tells us that those who died with Samson that day were more 
than all he had killed his entire life.  Samson’s death fulfilled the angel of the Lord’s prediction given to his mother 
before Samson was even conceived.  “He shall begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” (Judges 
13:5)  The next time the Philistines appear in the Bible is in 1 Samuel during the rule of Eli, the final judge.  But 
Israel is not longer being ruled by them, Israel is at war with them and that war will continue for centuries until the 
reign of King Hezekiah.   But never again is Israel ruled by the Philistines as they are in the time of Samson.  The 



death of Samson initiated their downfall, proving that Yahweh was more powerful than the Philistine god, Dagon, 
because it was Israel’s idolatrous worship of Dagon that made them the Philistine’s slaves.  Samson’s death is the 
most important moment of his life, the moment when he finally lives by faith and fulfills the prophecy made about 
him.  Samson’s death is a picture of the death of Christ.  Both are betrayed, Samson by Delilah and Jesus by Judas.  
Both are handed over to Gentile oppressors.  Both are chained, tortured, mocked, and put on public display.  Both 
chose to sacrifice themselves.  Both died with their arms outstretched.  And both enabled God’s people to triumph 
over God’s enemies by their deaths.  Samson not only killed more Philistines by dying than he did while living but 
he discredited Dagon, god of the Philistines.  By His death, Jesus defeated our great enemies, sin and death.  First, 
He saves us from the penalty of our sins because He bears that penalty for us, dying in our place and bearing the 
punishment for sin we deserve so God can forgive all of our sins, past, present and future.  That is how God can 
make the amazing promise, “Your sins and lawless deeds I will remember no more.”  Why?  They’ve already been 
paid for at the cross.  When Jesus died, He saved us from the penalty for our sins and from the power of our sin.  
We’re all like Samson, slaves to unbelief, selfishness, anger and disobedience.  That’s the human condition.  But all 
that changes when Jesus dies.  When I put my faith in Christ as my Savior, He comes into my life and makes me a 
new person with a new heart.  I am now in a permanent union with Him and everything that is true of Him is true 
of me.  He died so I died.  He was raised so I was raised.  Death and resurrection is not something the Christian 
looks forward to but back on.  When Christ came into my life, I instantly experienced a death and resurrection.  
The old me, the slave of sin and self, the man who could not delight in God but had to find pleasure elsewhere died 
and a new me, a free man was born.  I died and was born again with a new heart like Jesus’ heart which desires to 
please God and do His will.  Jesus’ death freed me from sin’s rule just as Samson’s death freed Israel from the 
Philistine rule. That doesn’t mean that I don’t sin any more just like it didn’t mean that Israel’s problems with the 
Philistines ended with Samson.   What changed is that I now have the power through Christ to say no to sin, to 
battle sin, to refuse to let it reign over me as I trust Jesus to live in me.  I think of it this way.  When the armies of 
Israel faced the Philistines and were tempted to run and hide, they thought back to the day Samson died, 
destroying the temple of Dagon and the leadership of the Philistines.  And they would remember, “Oh yeah, our 
God is more powerful than their god.  We can trust Him today.”  When I’m tempted to sin, I remember Jesus dying 
for me and me dying with Him and being freed from sin’s reign – and I remember I have a choice.  I no longer have 
to sin. Christ lives in me and offers me His strength.  He is transforming my character into His character and the 
better I get to know Him, the more like Him I become. Because Jesus has given me a new heart, I know how much I 
need God,  I want to use the gifts and the opportunities He gives me for His purpose,  I know I can’t sin without 
consequences, I know my strength, my wisdom, my abilities only come from Him.  That’s why true recovery begins 
with acknowledging that we are great sinners but Christ is a great Savior.  We cannot save ourselves from the sin 
which indwells us but He can – if we’ll only trust Him. 
 
 

 

2014 Creekside Community Church. All rights reserved. Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD 
BIBLE® © The Lockman Foundation 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977. Used by permission. 

 


