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Preparing for Opportunity 
(Nehemiah 2:1-8) 

 
 
Our Greatest Opportunities Often Come Disguised as Our Greatest Threats 
“And it came about in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, that wine was before him, and I 
took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence.  So the king said to me, "Why is 
your face sad though you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of heart." Then I was very much afraid.” (vs. 1-2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Success = Opportunity + Preparation 
“I said to the king, "Let the king live forever. Why should my face not be sad when the city, the place of my fathers' 
tombs, lies desolate and its gates have been consumed by fire?" Then the king said to me, "What would you 
request?" So I prayed to the God of heaven. I said to the king, "If it please the king, and if your servant has found 
favor before you, send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' tombs, that I may rebuild it."  Then the king said to 
me, the queen sitting beside him, "How long will your journey be, and when will you return?" So it pleased the king 
to send me, and I gave him a definite time. And I said to the king, "If it please the king, let letters be given me for 
the governors of the provinces beyond the River, that they may allow me to pass through until I come to Judah, 
and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of 
the fortress which is by the temple, for the wall of the city and for the house to which I will go." (vs. 3-8a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God Works When We Work 
“And the king granted them to me because the good hand of my God was on me.”  (vs. 8b) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



For further thought and discussion:  
 
Getting Started 
1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand?  
2.  Have you ever encountered an opportunity you were completely unprepared to take?  What happened?  Have 
you ever encountered an opportunity you were prepared for?  What made the difference? 
 
Going Deeper  
3.  Please read Nehemiah 2:1-2.  What has Nehemiah been praying for?  What does he need from the king?  What 
are the obstacles to receiving what he needs from the king?  Why is Nehemiah terrified when the king asks why he 
is sad?  Why is this situation a great threat for Nehemiah?  Why is this situation a great opportunity for Nehemiah?  
What are some practical things we could do to see our opportunities instead of our threats?  Can you think of an 
illustration of a great opportunity which came disguised as a great threat? 
4.  Please read Nehemiah 2:3-8a.  What does the way Nehemiah answers the king’s question reveal about 
Nehemiah and what he’s been doing the past four months? How had Nehemiah prepared for this moment?  What 
do you think would have happened had he simply prayed but not prepared?   
5. Please read Nehemiah 2:8b.  In spite of his own preparations, why does Nehemiah give all the credit to God? 
Why does God work when we work?  Why is it crucial that we recognize our responsibilities alongside of God’s 
responsibilities?   
6. The two errors Christians have historically fallen into about the gospel are the errors of religion and irreligion.  
How is the error of religion a denial of the gospel?  How is the error of irreligion a denial of the gospel?   
 
Application:  
What is one thing you learned from this week’s passages that you will apply to your life? 


