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A Leader’s Character (Part 3): 2 Timothy 2:14-26 
 

1. A Critical Mind (2:14-19, 23) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. A Clean Heart (2:19-22) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. A Calm Spirit (2:24-26) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For further thought and discussion: 

Getting Started 

1. What was helpful to you in this week’s sermon? What didn’t you understand? 
2. Can you think of a time when you attempted to correct someone, and it went well? Can 

you think of a time when you attempted to correct someone, and it didn’t go well? Why 
was the one attempt successful, and the other unsuccessful? What made the 
difference? Share your answers with the group. 



Going Deeper 

3. Paul tells Timothy (in a variety of ways) not to “wrangle about words” (see vv. 14, 16, 
23). Is Paul saying that all argument/debate is unfruitful? If not, what’s his point? What 
kind of arguments is Paul discouraging us from entering? Can you think of a modern 
example of this?    

4. What were Hymenaeus and Philetus teaching (vv. 17-18)? Why would this teaching have 
upset some people’s faith (v. 18)? Can you think of modern examples of this kind of 
teaching?     

5. Paul tells Timothy to flee “youthful lusts” (v. 22). What kind of “lust” is Paul talking 
about? How will fleeing from these (and pursuing righteousness, love, etc.) make 
Timothy useful to the Lord (v. 21)? What will Timothy be able to do more effectively 
(see vv. 24-26)?   

Application 

6. Paul says those tasked with correcting others must have critical minds, clean hearts, and 
calm spirits. Why is each of these character qualities essential for being an effective 
corrector? Which of these do you find most lacking in yourself? What can/will you do to 
grow in this area?   

7. What’s one thing you can do this week to apply this passage?   
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